
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at jhttp : //books . qooqle . com/ 



7.J K 



•" 




LETTERS 

i 

UPON 

SACRED SUBJECTS, 

B Y A 

Perfon lately deceafed. 



3!Dftatfori»r pe fco, in toojo 01 in dccd, 
Do aH in rije name of tfjc Eoid Seftijgf, 
gibing tfjanU^r to 000 and t^c jrafgcc 
Sp Ijim. Col. iii. 17. 




LONDON: 
Printed in the Year MDCCLVIL 



\ 




NN 



-Wn*t <».«*; ta^g 




llii. VV. ..>BK 

PUB* «■ l-^U^Y j 

1 



PRE FA CE. 



l^ot^T is proper to inform the reader, 
j3tf I Q? th at *ht perfon, who wrote the 
»-3F^Ji( f°^ ow i n g fetters, was a married 
woman, and has been dead for 
ibme time. She never fuppofed they would 
be made public, but put down the fenti- 
ments of her heart in the confidence of 
friendfhip. They were her firft thoughts -, 
for (he never ftudied them, nor wrote any of 
them twice over, and has very feldom al- 
tered a word in them. This may excufe the 
inaccuracies which fome perfons of a refined 
tafte may here find. Befides they are not 
recommended as patterns of polite epiflolary 
corFefpondence. Their merit is of another . 
kind. It confifts neither in the finenefs of 
the language, nor in the elegance of the 
A 2 manner, 



riv PREFACE. 

manner, but in the goodnefs of the fenti- 
ment •, which few underftand, ' and fewei 
admire. 

If you afk, Why then do you print them, 
if they will* not be generally well received ? 
It was to oblige feveral friends of the de- 
cealed. When thefe letters fell into their 
hands, they found great profit and delight 
in the per.ufal of them, and they believed 
others might find the -fame, and therefore 
they requefted the publication, and pre- 
vailed. Whether it was right, or not, every 
reader will judge for himfelf \ but that he 
may not judge rafh judgment, he ihould 
confider the motives upon which they adted. 
They firft defired the publication, becaufe 
they thought it would be for God's glory. 
In the letters taken together there is a gene- 
ral view of God's gracious promifes, and of 
Iiis faithfulnefs and truth in fulfiling them, 
whereby it appears that Jefus Chrift is the 
fame yefterday, to day, and for ever. He 
has engaged in his word to do many things 
for his people in the prefent life, the expe- 
rience of which very few expedt or feek for, 

and 
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and thereby. they deprive themfelves of the 
greateft comforts of the gofpel : whereas 
they that have expedted and fought for pre- 
ient falvation, have found that not one tittle 
has failed of all the good things which God 
their Sayiour had promifed : all are come to 
pafs, and not. one thing has failed thereof. 
^The candid reader, will find many excellent 
obfervations upon this particular running, 
through thefe letters, tending to the honour 
.of that God, who glories in keeping mercy 
for thoufands, and in being faithful and ju£t 
to forgive us our fins. . 

There was another reafon, which had great 
weight with the friends of the deceafed. They 
had found benefit from the perufal of thefe 
letters, and therefore they. hoped that others 
who were in the fame frame and temper of 
mind with themfelves might be profited by 
the fame means. Whoever reads them, and is 
no better for it, fliould not be often ded with 
us for liking them, any more than he fliould 
be. angry with grown men, becaufe they 
havo left off eating milk, and are now de- 
firous of ftrong meat. 

A 3 There 
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There was alfo a third reafon. They had 
not met with any thing of this kind. They- 
had never heard of an epiftolary correfpon- 
dence carried on by two perfons upon a re- 
ligious plan, in order to watch over one 
anothers foul. If fuch a thing there be, it 
had not fallen in the courfe of their reading. 
The greateft part of thefe letters are of this 
religious kind of correfpondence : they were 
written to perfons who had defired the deceafed 
tQ look narrowly into their lives and conver- 
fations, ajid to deal honeftly with them, by 
inftrudting, reproving, and eorredting them 
in love. The acquainting the ferious part 
of mankind of fuch a thing it is hoped may 
have its ufe : for wherever it has lately been 
put in pra&ice, it has been found extremely 
ufeful, as it might be expected from the di- 
vine command — Exhort one another daily* 

After they were determined by thefe rea- 
fons to print the following papers, it was 
intended to have given a character of their 
author* but this was laid afide, becaufe.the 
letters lay open the fecret fprings of her 
heart more clearly than_any other words can 

do. 
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do. To them we refer the reader... He will . 
there find her true character better than we 
can .draw it. And if. the fame fpirit be in. 
him, which was in the author, when fhe 
wrote thefe letters, he will not only read 
them with profit, but will alfo be in poflef- 
fion of the greateft happinefs he can have on . 
this fide of the grave. Reader, may thy 
letters, and thy life, and tliy death, be like 
hers. 
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LETTERS 

To Mrs. *■*** 



3*"<#>TM(0UR letter, my ever dear friend, has 

** Y 1i k een a & reat kleffing t0 me » t ' lat y° u 
s^ «V fliould write in the ftyle you now do, 
\&A.*rji filled me with fuch a fenfe of mine own 
- unworthinefs, and of the goodnefs of God to me, 
that it melted myftoney heart, and drew tears from 
mine eyes. Oh would the God I adore enable me 
to be of any help to you, how would my foul dilate 
in thankfulnefs. Blefled Redeemer, draw us both, 
and fo will we run after thee. Oh Spirit of truth 
defccnd on thine unworthy fervants, and make us 
fully fenfible of the feal of our redemption ! Con- 
vince us ftill more deeply of our fins, and make us 
ft ill more fully to know, that they are waihed away 
by the blood of Jefus. Thou knoweft the burdens 
we labour under, the diffipations of our thoughts, 
our wanderings in prayer, our fpiritual floth, and 
A 5 all 
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all the hardnefs of our hearts, ftir ustipeameftly 
to feek after the things of God, and fix our incon- 
ftant minors. Thou knoweft that we defire (for this 
defire comes from thee) that the love of the father, 
may abide in our hearts. We beg thine affiftance 
that we may eagerly feek after this love. Oh teach 
us the prayer of faith, and enable us conftantly and 
undauntedly to prefs forward toward the mark of ; 
the prize of our high calling. Be thou our guide* 
be thou our comforter for ever and for ever. Amen. 
Amen. 

What a, talk have you laid upon me ? I watch 
oyer you! I your guide f This- quite overcomes, 
me. I cannot bear it. Oh, my love, there is ncs 
one fo much wants a guide and a director as I do. 
Sure this letter of yours was particularly defigned 
by providence to humble me ; but unworthy as I, 
am, I will by the grace of God firivc to do every 
thing you defire of me: but then you muft return * 
the fame to me, and take me into the number 
of thofe you watch over. Let us go hand in t 
hand in thefe paths which lead to everlafting life. . 
What fhall I lay to quicken your fteps ?•• Jt was faid v 
to me fince I faw you,, by Mr. *M** ** I -hope ifill- 
€ * to have a great deal more pleafure from you, by . 
u feeing you prefs forward" Think thefe words , 
were addrefled to you by the fame perfon. Oh., 
what a blefling of God accompanies the words of ^ 
one who is uniformly chriftian, of one who fpends. 

and 
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atttf » fpeaC for the fervke of hi* mafter, of one 
Who has no one view but the glory of God and the 
(alvariotn of fouls. Who would not ftrive earneftly 
to follow fo bright an example ? The very fight of 
ftrch a perfon aninyates the foul in its warfare. Oh 
what foul, which is the leaft alive to God, would 
not even agonife to be perfedlly renewed after the 
image of Chrift ! Is your heart, is my heart fo dead, 

that this will not affed it? Alas, I grieve for 

mine own — may God give me to rejoice for 
youn. 

I have time for no more. May the bleffing and 
influence of the ever-adorable Trinity, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, be continually with your 
foul. 

/ am your ever->affe£iiohate 9 &c 



My dear Friend, . 

¥ Think .you are now through divine grace, ftrong 
enough to bear what I am going to fay to you, 
that I have long feen a mixture of pride and vanity 
even in the beft of your performances j but I could 
hardly allow myfelf to believe it. What ! have I , 
often faid, (hall I judge fo of her, whom every body 
admires for her furprizing modefty and humility ? 

Is 
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Is it not becaufe (he is more excellent than myfelf r 
and therefore I am feeking to find ibme fault in her i 
Then I have often prayed to God not to faffer my 
foul to be deceived by any finifter views, and to 
perfeclr- in you what was wanting. And this I truft 
he will <lo for us both, if we keep the longing eye 
*>f our fouls fteadily fixed upon him. Oh for holi- 
nefs of heart ! Let us labour, my dear companion, 
for holinefs/ as a dying finner labours for life. 

I had yefterday a moft delightful letter from 
Mr. ***. It fent me to my knees fo convinced of 
my black ingratitude to my heavenly father, that I 
could neither find words nor thoughts fufficient to 
expiefs my unworthinefs ; yet at the fame time my 
heart was full of thankfgiving, under a fenfe of his 
unbounded mercies. O help me, my dear friend, 
to be more and more thankful ! Such advantages 
-i- deareft Jefus, how juftly great muft be. my con- 
demnation, if I do not make fuitable improvements. 
Take the latter part of Mr. *** letter, apply it 
to yourfelf conftantly, every minute if poffible. 
'? You have need therefore to watch and pray al- 
** ways, and then efpecially when you might feem 
4< to have leaft need. You have reafon therefore 
" to fear always : for your enemies are always 
* c watching. But you have reafon likewife to re- 
" joice always, becaufe he that keepeth you never 
" fleeps." 
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My dear. Friend^ 



T Was heartily glad to fee your letter : for I ho, 
gan to fear that I had been too plain with you. 
If you really can bear what I faid in my laft, our 
friendfhip is bujlt on a firm foundation indeed, and 
Oh may it ever remain, unfliaken. You have 
told me nothing of the ftate c-f your own mind. 
You have not given me to praife God, by telling 
me that your heart is more dead to the world, and 
. more alive to God, and that you are conftantly 
watching unto prayer. All this I hope and expect 
tp hear the next time you write to me. Adieu. 
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My dear Friend^ 

T Have read your letter with tears, and earneft 
prayers to God for you, and for myfelf. We 
are both unworthy creatures \ indeed, my love we 
arc, more unworthy than we can either exprefs or 
conceive. Oh- let us fly to the blood of fprinkling. 
There and there alone can we find help. 

Thanks be to God, that you have a clear view 
of your own heart. This is a moft profitable pro- 
fpecl, though a moft dreadful one. Think me not 

cruel, 
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cruel, when I wifh that the Holy Spirit may deeply 
wound your foul with a fenfe of its corruptions. 
The deeper the convidtion, the firmer the peace 
tb$t follows. 

I hardly know how to believe you, when you tell 
me you are hurried away by defires after worldly 
happinefs. Is it poffible ? Alaft, my friend, par* 
don the harfhnefs, of the expreffion, but if the love 
of the world is in your heart, you are only a painted 
fcpttlcbre y beautiful. indeed outwardly, but within 
" ■ ■ My dear creature, I cannot bear to 
think this — A chriftian be hurried away with de~ 
fires and endeavours after worldly happinefs ! If 
St. Paul's character of a chriftian is right, how far 
are you from being a chriftian ? " Ye are dead*. 
** fays he, and your life is hid with Chrift in God." 

May not thefe violent ragings of pride, vanity, 
&c. you fpeak of, be fome of the laft ftruggles of 
a dying enemy. When the ftrong man armed 
keepeth his houfe his goods are in peace, but when- 
he that is ftronger comes upon him to overcome 
him, and to take from him that armour in which he 
trufted, no wonder the houfe is in a tumult. And 
this I hope is your prefent cafe. But beware, my 
dear fpul, of thinking, that you never fhall be 
otherwife. Limit not the grace of God, He has 
only to fay, Peace, be jiill y and immediately the 
winds and fea obey him. « But how to obtain 

" this. 
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"this peace?" Oh my dear friend, will you fok 
low the advice of the meaneft and moft unworthy 
of the fervants of Chriftv Look upon yourfelf as 
being only now fully convinced of your guilt and 
dreadful condition. Look upon yourfelf as a poor, 
lofti helplefsy mlfetable creature. Set before your 
eyes your fins, with all their aggravations ; and 
when your foul is weighed dowa to the duft under 
a fenfe of your own vilenefs, then throw yourfelf. 
at the foot of the crofs : there lay as a loathfome 
leper before the almighty healer : there let your 
parched foul gaff (with the utmoft. ftretch of all . 
your faculties) after thofe life-giving flreams which 
flowed from Chrift's hands, his. fett % his pierced 
fide, and there keep the eye of your mind fixed, 
until you have a frefh fenfe of his pardoning love, 
until the (till fmall voice be heard in your foul — . 
«* Be of good cheer* thy fins. are fqrgiven thee." 
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T. Was in hopes, my dear, that I had caufe to 
"*' think you had gained ground, but if I was mif- 
taken am very forry. God forbid, however that 
you fhould have gone back : I muft not for my 
own eafe believe that. The reafon for your not 
finding fo much comfort as ufual flowing from the 
crofs, is becaufe you lay yourfelf too much out 

upon 
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upon outward things. I doubt not but your own 
will is indeed very powerful, and it will ever be fo, 
while you indulge yourfelf in caftle-building.. Let 
your fchemes be ever fo good, they are (unlefs God 
had given you the means and power to perform 
them) merely the creatures of your. own will ; and 
I don't know any thing that felf-will more delights 
in, than in thefe imaginary good projects. Be- 
lieve me, my dear foul, I fpeak from experience. 
There is nothing more encourages felf-will, prjde, 
and every temper we ought to fubdue, than thefe 
fchemes. For God's, fake ftrive to get the better 
of this folly. I know your temper is naturally. in- 
clined to it, and therefore you ought, to be more 
particularly watchful. Cannot you, my love, keep 
your thoughts fixed on the prefent moment in a 
conftant dependence on the leadings of the Spirit of 
God, and only wifhing that every fuccceding mo- 
ment may bring a new acceflion of grace to ypur 
foul, without fixing on the particular means, .by 
which you would have it come. When the will 
is in this total refignation to God, it brings a peace 
to the foul, which cannot be defcribed. 

I don't like your going to Vaux-HalL I think 
you ought to try every poffibJe means, except ab- 
folute. difobedlence to your parents, to get off. 
Supppfe you were to be fincere, and own it was 
againft your conscience. Pray God direct you 
what to do. If you are really forced to go, you are 

clear, 
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clear* and God will doubtlefs prefer ve your heart 
from the pollutions of the place. If this is the cafe, 
I think you will be in lefs danger of being hurt there, 
than in your vifit to Mis. *** : for in this vifit you 
will lay expofed to the worft enemy you have, that 
is, y our f elf. With thofe good people, whom you 
love and admire, and who love and admire you, 
you will without the- moft conftant watchfulnefs 
be continually falling into felf-feeking and felf- 
applaufe. 

I fear, my love, you will foon think me too 
plain in my /peaking, but I cannot anfwer it to 
my confeience, fince what has paft between us, not 
to warn you of every thing which feems to me to 
prevent your progrefs in grace. Don't imagine 
though that I wifli you would not make this vifit 
to Mrs. ***, quite the contrary; but I wiffir you 
to keep the moft conftant guard upon your own 
heart, that what fhould be for your health be not 
unto you an occafion of falling. 

I am your ever /mart, and affeflionate> &c 



My 
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My dear Friend^ 

T Think by your account of the ftate of yow 
mind, you have gained fome gjound fince I faw- 
you. Oh be careful ! It is a dreadful thing to g& 
back. Shun, as you would the deadlieft poifoiy 
every thing which flatters your felf-love. Never 
fay any thing that tends to your own praife, unlefe, 
the gloiy of God, or the good of your neighbour is 
immediately concerned in it, and may the God of 
peace fill you with all peace and joy in believing.. 
Amen. Amen. 



My dear Friend, 

T Thank God, that you now fe* the danger c# 
wandering imaginations in a clearer light j but I 
cannot guefs what fchemes a heart like yours (which, 
I fhould hope was defirtus of nothing but what im- 
mediately tended to increafe in it the love of God)- 
can purfue, which are not for what we call doing 
good. Depend upon it, my dear, if you can by ■ 
an sl& of your will wafte a thought on any future- 
view of happinefs, that regards only your fituation 
in this world, you are yet far from the kingdom of 
Qod» „ Toa foul, Jhat has but the loweji fenfe of 

tbc 
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the pardoning love of God, every thing that does 
Hot lead to a greater fenfe of this love is infipid. 
Outward things, according to the prefent circum- 
ftances we are in, ought to be attended to with 
prudence, though not with anxtoufnefsj but that 
foul which runs out after them in future ought to 
tremble. My d^ar creature, are we not every mo- 
ment on the. brink of eternity, and may plunge in 
the next, for ought we know. What then have 
we to do but every moment to grafp after new de- 
grees of grace, new power over fin, a ftill higher 
fenfe of the love of Gtfd flied abroad in our hearts i 
«* Without holinefs no man (hall fee. the Lord"— 
Alafs ! what is a life offixty or feventy years (fup-. 
ppfing we could be certain of fo many) to attain, 
univerfal holinefs ? And (hall we lofe a moment ? 
Outwardly we mult a great many, but ftill our 
hearts may be gaining ground in tlte fteady purfuit 
of that end, for which we were created, and to 
which we have fuch glorious encouragements. 
What ! (hall Chrift cry out to us in vain, « Give 
«* me thy heart," or (halt we dare to divide that 
heart, which coft him fo dear ? Oh ray friend, be 
jealous for your redeeming God. Suffer not that 
foul, for which he fhed his precious blood, to ftray 
one moment from him. 

I am forry you found pleafure at Vaux-Hati* I 
cpuld not have believed it had you not told me fo 
youxfelf. I fee, my love, I have thought far too 

highly 
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highly of you. What a frightful diftancc is thd 
it ill between you, and a chriftian ! Could any on 
who had the mind which was in Chrift, have fe 
pleafure where they faw God difhonoured, and thd 
fellow- creatures running headlong to dcftru£tion 
You had reafon indeed to be afhamed, and than! 
God that you was fo. The curiofity in regard t 
the agronomical inftruments might diftrac~t you 
mind for a longer time, but your taking delightii 
thefe did not ihew fuch an. exceifive depravity o 
heart, as the other : for aftronomy is only acci 
(knta/fy made a means of difhonouring God, an 
hurting the fouls of men, . but Vaux-Hall is m 
C{ffarily To. , 

Turn your ever jafftZllonate^ &c 



J Write, my love, to you to thank you for tto 
pleafure you gave me laft Tburfday y and ftill t< 
urge you more and. more continually to prefs for 
wards. Young as you are, you may perhaps be ver 
near the end of your courfe, and the time givei 
you to work in may, for ought you know, be ver. 
nearly elapfed. That form of yours, which now de 
lights tbe. ; eyes of your friend, and feems to promif 
ft long continuance of health and vigour, may foo 
perhaps become defaced, and loathfome, meat fa 

crawlin, 
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awKng worms,, and that foul, that. precious an3 
imortal foul of yours, which is now far from loving 
; creator as it ought to do, may foon ftand naked 
the fight of that-God, to whom it has been un- 
ateful — its day of probation paft — and its lot 
ift for a whole eternity. Oh my friend, my 
jareft companion in my pilgrimage, Iconjuieyou 
r all your heart holds dear, that you lofe not a 
oment ! Oh may that God, who is love itfelf, fo 
flame your foul with a fenfe of his love, as may 
>nfume all its drofs, and make it through Chrift 
1 acceptable facrifice to himfelf ! I think the laft 
mc I faw you I had the fatisfadtion of obferving 
fs of felf-feeking in you, than I ever did before, 
ure God will give me greatly to rejoice in you. 
arewel. Whenever, my love, I think too well 
f you, fail not to tell me, and take fhame to your- 
tlf for deceiving me, 

■I am. yours, ice. 



My dear Friend^ 

f Thank you for your letters, and rejoice at a 

great part «f the account you give me. Ycu 

ave been very happy Indeed ; and it feems to me, 

bat God .gave you this happinefs as preparatory to 

the 
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the trials, which were to enfue, and if you fhould 
after this goodnefs of God towards you grieve his 
Holy Spirit, by fuffering your heart to indulge any 
temper, which you know to be contrary to his will* 
what words would be ftrong enough to paint your 
black ingratitude ? I will deal plainly with you. 1 
think you are now in a moll dangerous fttuation. 
Every thing around you will confpire to tempt you 
to the fin which rhoft eafily befets you, and there- 
fore you muft not be one moment off your guard* 
You muft pray without ceafing, even in the fulleft 
fenfe of the words, and conftantly ftrive to have 
ftrongly painted in your imagination Jefus Ckrift+ 
and him crucified. There is nothing I think more 
tends to humble us, than the confideration of the- 
fufrerings of Chrift. When you find yourfelf going 
to fay or do any thing with a view to praife, thirik, 
this temper, this vanity of mine added to the weight 
of my Saviour's fufferings, and made more bitter 
his cup of bitternefs. Oh, if you have a foul capable 
of feeling, if you have one fpark of gratitude, can 
you think this, and fin? Was you now ftandirig 
on Mount Calvary near the crofs of the bleffed Jefus 
(fuppofe the dreadful deed was but now performing) 
and you faw the Redeemer of the .world juft nailed 
to his crofs, fay, would you help to drive the nails 
-ftiU deeper ? Would you prefs'the thorns clofer to 
his facred temples ? Would you help to increafe 
that load, which made him cry out, " My God, 
" my God, . whjr haft thou forfaken me ? " Does 

not 



f"\ 



[ 15 ] 

ndt your foul fhudder at the thought ? O my friehd* 
would you not rather die, gladly die, for this your 
fuffering Lord ? Would you not gladly be cut in 
ten thoufand pieces to fave him one pang ? I know 
you would. And will you not ftrive againft that 
•fin, which increafed his fufferings ? Will you not 
ftrive, my love? — Yes, fure. you will. Is not 
^very thing we -can give up by far too fmall a return 
for what this Redeemer has done for us ? And (hall 
we not give this little ? Above all (hall we not give 
what moft of all feparates us from him, our felf- 
hve, and fdffeeking ? Think my friend when any 
one is hinting to you, how extraordinary you are — • 
« 6 this perfon is ignorantljL driving me from my 
** Saviour." And if you&ould, which God for- 
bid, find yourfelf tempted to indulge a vain com- 
placency in their applaufe, think immediately how 
their praife would be turned into contempt did they 
know your heart as it really is, and bluih for thus 
deceiving them* RecoUeA fome of the mean mo- 
tives which perhaps have been the fpring? of fomo 
of your moft admired words and actions, and let 
your foul within you be humbled to the duft. 
And, my dear, I beg you. will be careful how you 
draw praife upon yourfelf by praifing of others. 
This ia what I am very apt to fall into ; and there* 
fore I am the more fenfible of its hurtfulnefs. And 
beware how you fuffer yourfelf to attempt explain- 
ing nice, points of doctrine, unlefe it is evident there 
will be good done by it, and then you may hcpe 

God 
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God will prefefve you from the pride, which gene- 
rally- accompanies this difplay of the capacity. May 
you conftantly walk in the light of God's counte- 
nance, and go on conquering, and to conquer. 



<#><#K*K*K*M*><*M*M*K*><«* 



T Find, my dear love, that folitude and recollec- 
tion are the propereft both for you and me. Pray 
God you was again at home ! Your letter is an exafi 
picture of what lean now conceive your "mind to 
be — a ftrange mixture as you fay of happinefs and 
difcompofure. And could you indeed forget God i 
Could you thus bafely fall after fuch mercies ? My 
heart bleeds for you. What you tell me of your 
being idle and trifling aftoniflies me, and that the 
love of the world fhould again creep in. My dear 
foul, what a heart you have ? How deceitful, how 
defperately wicked ? Oh think of the value of that 
atoning Wood, which can cleanfe a heart like yours* 
and conftantly apply to this your only help. " The 
<< blood of Jefus Chrift cleanfeth from all fin/' 
What ! from all fin ? Oh glorious and foul-ani- 
mating words ? My friend, my beloved compa- 
nion, will you not prefs forwards ? Will you not 
be an encouragement, and an help to me ? Will 
you not watch ? May the merciful God continually 
preferve you. 

I 
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T Am glad, my dear friend, that your vifit to *** 
has been of fuch benefit to you ; and I pray God 
to continue it* to your foul, and not to fuffer thefe 
ittipreffions to wear off. Temptations doubttefs 
will attend every fituation we are in, but the foul 
that refts fecure in the love of God will eafily con- 
quer them. I am rejoiced that Mr. B. has con- 
vinced you of what I have fo long been ftriving to 
do, in regard to your reftleffnefs after opportunities 
of doing good. I thank him for it. I wifh you 
may find rnore and more benefit from the church 
prayers : they are for human compofitions very ex- 
cellent, and I believe the beft form of prayers that 
ever was put together. I cannot reproach you for 
that which God has pardoned, but you certainly 
ought now to be more watchful, that you fall not 
again : for then great indeed would be your con- 
demnation. The danger which may accrue to you 
by going to Mifs *** will I find be known to you 
by experience only. She is certainly a good creature 
herfelf, and I love her ; but there is a fpirit haunts 
her lodgings which is abfolutely contrary to the fpirit 
I am feeking after, and therefore was I not ac- 
quainted there, and had heard as much as I know 
now, I fhould be very careful how I entered rnyfelf- 
She is not capable, my dear, of watching your 
words with any ill deftgn. Her only view is to find 
out your errors, and if poflible cure you of them. 
I doubt not but if you could converfe with her 
B alone, 
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alone, and keep clear of difputes, fhe might be of 
great ufe to you, and I hope God will blefs this and 
every other means to the good of your foul. The 
'moft excellent, people in the-^vorld will be of little 
avail, unlefs his Spirit affifts, and with this there i 
nothing fo weak or mean, but what may tend to 
increafe his love in our hearts. For my own part 
filence and folitude feem at prefent beft for me, 
and I am more hurt by fome religious people, whom 
I converfe with, than by the people of the world. 
Indeed there is fcarce any, who does not in fome 
meafure hurt me, except Mr. ***. Numberlefi 
are the fnares- that lay in our way to the heavenly 
kingdom. 'Tis truly a warfare, and a very diffi- 
cult one, but the crown that awaits us at the end 
is well worth the driving for, even unto blood. 
Befides the encouragements and comforts we find 
in the way are glorious : fure I am that Alexandtr 
never found fo much joy in all his conquefts, as the 
foul that prefles after the foot-fteps of Chrift dot! 
in one conqueft over felf-wiH. There is more de- 
light in fuffering for God, than in reigning with 
the world. To clafp the crofs of Chrift clofe to 
the heart is more happinefs than angels can give ; 
and what inexpreffible fatisfa&ion is it to a foul, 
whofe every faculty loves its Redeemer, to crj 
out, 



Give 



y. 



19] 

Give me to feel thine agonies, 
One drop of thy fad cup afford ; 

I fain with thee would fympathize, 
And (hare the ftrfferings of my Lord. . 

Oh God of urifpeakable mercy, unbounded love, 
how little is all we can do or fuffer for thee ! Oh 
that we might not have a thought, nor even a pulfe 
beat, but for our God ! What is all that earth or 
heaven itfelf can give in comparifon of thee ? Oh 
uncreated beauty, how does every other excellence 
fade away at thy prefence ! How does a tafte of thy 
love make every other Jove infipid ! and a ray of 
thy light darken the brighteft of created beings ! 
Oh when, when fliall our fouls be wholly fwal- 
lowed up in thee ! When fliall we know thee even 
alfo as we are known ! Thou knoweft the defire 
of our hearts, thou feeft how our fouls ftretch, and 
pant after thee, even to fainting! Oh give us to 
drink of the waters of life, even in this our pilgri- 
mage, until we come to drink freely of them from 
that river, which proceedeth out of the throne of 
God, and of the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen* 
Lord Jefus. 
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'My beloved Fricndy 

T-Have been admiring the goodnefs of God to. 
you, in ordering your being at L*** at a time, 
when it muft, inftead of being hurtful, be profit- 
able to your foul. The attending the fick bed of 
a dear relation in danger of death, is a moft glorious 
time for exercifing a number of chriftian graces. 
Such a fecne as this keeps the mind in a moft proper 
temper, humble, recollc&ed, ferious ; and in your 
particular cucumftanccs this illncfs of *** has freed 
you from moft of the fnarcs you apprehended. How 
does every thing work together for good to thofc 
who love God ! and how ungrateful is that heart, 
which does not ftrive more and more to love him 
in deed and in truth ! What, my love, are the in- 
ward temptations you complain of, and what are 
thofe unaccountable fcruples ? The beft thing you 
can do 43 not to argue about them in your own 
mind, but immediately fly to prayer ; and if you 
cannot pray, only wifh earneftly to pray. 'Tis 
right, that you fhould think yourfelf the vileft 
creature breathing, and I am every day more and 
more convinced, that every foul which really loves 
God muft neceflaiily in its own particular think 
the fame : and in whatever proportion the love 
of God increafes in the foul, in the fame pro 
portion will the fenfe of its own vilenefs and help- 
leflhefc increafe, till at lait .it is in a manner anni- 
hilated 




hilared before God. This is 2 point which the* 
wifdom of the world cannot underftand, and which 
no fcheme of doftrine can teach the heart \ but 
when we truly know Jefus Chrift crucified, then 
we can truly cry out, What ! to me fuch lover? 
to the vileft and moft ungrateful of .all creatures, 
deareft Saviour, whence fuch love to me ? 

I grieve for the fin you fell into. Had the tem- 
per of your mind been really charitable, you cer- 
tainly could not lightly have fpoken evil of any one- 
Nothing is more contrary to the true fpirit of the 
gofpel, than this want %i univerfal love, and yet 
there is nothing fo common even among thofe who 
in moft other refpeds are unblameable. How ought 
we every moment to watch ! Oh when fhall we 
indeed . be renewed after the image of Chrift. - 
Adieu. 



TUHAT, my dear companion, can I write fo 
animating as your prefent circumftances ? 
God feems, I think, in a moft peculiar manner to 
watch over your foul for good. What interfiling, 
what heart-affecting fcenes have you gone through ? 
THe account I have had of your *** death, has 
made me fee the goodnefs of God to you in the 
ftrongeft light, and I am ready to fhudder, when! I 
B 3 think 
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think that it is poffible, even after all this, that you 
fhould again be ungrateful. Oh watch every mo- 
ment ! Think what horrors and agonies you muft 
feel, if you fhould now fuffer your heart to turn 
afide from this tender and merciful God f The cir- 
cumftances you are now in are like five talents given 
to your care. Remember you are to g^in to them 
rive talents more, or expe& to hear thefe dreadful 
words — Thou Jlothful. and wicked fervant 9 &c. 
Your heavenly Father feems to be majcing a plain 
way before your face. I fee you in a light almoft 
prcpketical. I rejoice, and .yet I trembfe. You 
feem pointed out, I think, as an inftrument in the 
hands of God, for th$ converfion of Mifs ***$ but 
here you will be in danger from your old enemies, 
pride, and love of teaching, and above all that felf- 
fetting-up which you have found fo difficult to over- 
come. Oh my dear love, fail not every hour of the 
day to pray particularly for humility. I truft you are 
not in danger from any increafe of fortune. No furely. 
The heart of my beloved friend cannot be fo mean 
and low, as to pride itfelf in drofs ancl^ dirt. Per- 
haps you will find (ome difficulties in regard to the 
tempers of your *** ; how neceflary will it be for 
you in this cafe to place conftantly before your eyes 
the meeknefs and lowlinefs of the Lamb of God, 
and fear not, you will in all thefe things be more 
than conqueror through him, who has loved you, 
and redeemed you ..to himfelf.. by hisnioft precious 
blood, 

I 
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T* Pity you, mycdear friend ; I favr yefterday that? 
your head was full, and your heart not fo warm 
towards God as it fometimes is. Oh when fhall - 
-we be free from thefe diftradtiohs, or rather when 
foall our love to our Redeemer be fo intenfe, that 
our hearts may. be constantly fixed on him, and we 
(as it were) walk through the fire without being 
burnt. I remember having fometimes faid to you 
the beginning of laft fummer r " There is more a 
" vaft deal in faith than we all imagine 5" and 
though, thanks to the free grace of -God, we both 
know more of faith now* than we did at that time, , 
yet I may ftill repeat the faying, and may continue 
to repeat it, till our eyes are fully opened in eter- 
nity. c< All things are poffible to him that be- 
" lieveth," faid the God of truth, and why then 
do not you and I conquer all fin ? Becaufc we do 
not belirtje. The unbounded riches of the grace of 
God in Chrift Jefus are hardly more aftonifhing, ■ 
than the perverfnefs^of that foul, which will not . 
fully truft in them. Chrift ftands ever ready to 
fave to the uttermoft, if we will but believe, that 
he can, and will do it ; and we draw back and . 
fhrink from his" redeeming hand. We fuffer the 
dark clouds of our fallen nature to obfcure the glo- 
rious light of the promifes of God,, and though 
our heads may be fully convinced of their truth, 
and we may have fome defires of attaining them, . 
yet there is in the centre of our fouls an hidden 
B 4 root 
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root of unbelief, which" juft as we are going to lay 
hold on the prize whifpers — " How can thefe 
" things be?" and then we fink. I have heard 
it obferved of the eagle, that flie holds her young 
ones full againft the bright beams of the mid-day 
fun : if they behold it ftedfaftly (he nouriQies them, 
hut if they turn away their heads or (hut their eyes, 
flie daflies them to the ground. There is fome- 
thing very ftriking in this. A nominal believer, 
who makes a profeffion of holinefs, has all the out* 
ward marks of a true believer, as thefe daftard 
eagles have of the others, but he cannot look fted- 
faftly at the glorious beams of the fun of righteoufc 
nefs : and how dreadful is the confequence ? Oh 
my love, how ought we to watch and pray ! How 
careful* ought we to be not to lofe fight for one 
moment of our immaterial fun, left the eye of out 
minds fhould by that means contract a dimnefs and 
weaknefs, which might render us incapable of fted- 
faftly beholding him, when he fhall appear in alL 
the fulnefs of his glory. May the God of mercy 
preferve you in all temptations, and be your por- 
tion in time and in eternity. 



My 
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My dear Friend^ 

T PraiTe God with my whole heart for your hap- 
pinefs and ftrength, and I pray him to increase 
it every moment. Oh may that bleffed peace never 
leave your foul : it is eternal life begun in it, and 
ten thoufands laid in the balance with this peace, 
would be all lighter than vanity. It is a glorious 
fign, that in outward troubles, or inward tempta- 
tions, you can leave the means of your deliverance 
intirely to God, without fuffering your imagination 
to run out after the manner in which you probably 
may be delivered. Oh that we could always ven«- 
ture ourfelves upqn the mercies of our God. Then 
.would he indeed work wonders for us — wonders 
which we now can fcarce believe, though the God 
of truth himfelf declares them unto us* And this 
God wiM furely keep you in the dangers to which 
you are going to.be expofed* if. you will be watch- 
ful to keep the eye of your mind conftantly turned 
. towards hira, and wait and hang upon him,, as a 
little child oh its fond parent, drawing all your 
help, all your comfort from him, and him alone. 
If you have but little outward retirement, fhik more 
clofely the door of your heart, and there in its in- 
moft recedes comrrfUne with your God, and Re- 
deemer, there be continually crying unto him — 
-Lord thou knoweft air things, thou knowefl that 
I love thee ; thou knoweft j O life and joy of my, 
ibul, that! defire nothing* but to do thy perfect 
B 5. will, 
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will, and to be conformed to the Hkenefs of thy 
fufferings, as well as to the likenefs of thy refur- 
redlion. Oh crucify in me the whole body of fin 
and felf. Give me an humble, a mortified, and 
child-like fpjrit, and in thine own good time per- 
fect the work thou haft begun in my foul. 

As to being obliged to talk, take care that you 
make it matter of mortification to you, and it will 
not hurt you. But oqe may a good deal avoid talk- 
ing, by feeming to give attention to, what others 
fay,. and giving now and then a monofy liable, and a 
fmile of complacency. This will pleafe your com- 
pany more than if. you talked yourfelf: and all. 
this while your heart may be, where it ought to 
be t and you may hold a converfation which they 
know not of. 

' As to examples which are not good, I hope I 
may fay, that all the effieQ they can have upon my 
beloved friend (in her prefent happy ftate of mind) 
will.be to drive her nearer to her God, and in that 
nea.rnefs what comfort does the believing foul find i 

What tho' earth and hell<engage 

To fliake that foul with fear y 
Calmly it dejies the raga. 

Of. perfecution near. 

Suffering faith ihall brighter grow, 
As gold when in the furnace tried ; 

Only Jefus will we know, 
And Jefus crucified* 

Yes, 
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Yes, my bpe,' I*f fhdfc who ftile themfelves our 
beft friends join with the world in calling us mopes y 
and enthuftaftiy ftill ftedfaftly fixed on' the rock 
which cannot be moved, we will endure, nay joy- 
fully take up the reproach for- nis fake, who hid 
not his bleffed face from fhame and fpitting for our 
fakes, to make us (accurfed and loft creatures) heirs 
of eternal glory. Oh that his ftrength may but ac- 
company us, and the light of his countenance con- 
tinually abide with us ; and then we (hall not fail - 

to go on conquering and to conquer. Amen. 

* 

For God's fake avoid difputes of all kinds. T 
vfa& delighted the laft time you was with me, to 
obfervf that you was greatly altered for the better 
in this refpeft. Think not that I will omit to pray 
for you, and fail not to pray for me. Oh my friend,.. -, 
foon will time be fwaUowed up in eternity. 



J. Readily believe you, my dear friend, that you. 
have not brought back. the. fame heart you car- 
ried with you : for I thought I difcovered. the two 
laft times I faw you, a falling off from the grace 
you had and the happy ftate of mind you had been 
in ; but for God's fake drive to recover yourfclf be- 
fore you ar$ funk lower. Think how dreadful your 
cafe, will be, if you ihould fo grieve the Spirit of 

God, - 
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God, as to caufe him taSeparHrom^ou. Iknow 
your heart to be ungrateful ana 1 deceitful, and you 
yourfelf know full well how much it is fo ; but fear 
not to fearch into its moil hidden corruptions. Was 
it ten times more vile and polluted than it is, the 
blood of Jeftts is all-fufficient to cleanfe- it. And 
nay dear foul, let me intreat of you earneftly to 
feek after a clear and conftanf fenfe of the pardon- 
ing love of God. This only can enable you to 
trample all temptations under your feet: believe 
me, unlefs you really walk in the light of his coun- 
tenance, you never can conquer all the powers and 
works of darknefs. Oh feek the peace which paffes 
all underftanding. You have need enough of it, I 
am fure,, confidering the many fnares you walk in. 
I really fear you do not diligently feek after God : 
'tis very certain they that feek fhall find ; and there- 
fore that the Redeemer is not fully manifefted in 
your foul is entirely owing to your floth and neg- 
ligence. How is it poffible for you. to keep your 
ground againft temptations which are continually 
finking upon your fenfes, unlefs you have in you 
the fubftance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not feen ? When our underftandings are 
clear in gofpel doctrines, we are too apt to imagine 
our hearts are fa. My dear friend, fer God's fake 
deceive not yourfelf. Oh fuffer not your foul to 
reft, till you can fay with full affurance of faith, 
" My fins are forgiven. " Depend upon it this is 
the firft ftep in true chriftianity. Oh cry to God 

every 
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every moment fron>the bottom of your heart, and 
he will do more for you, . than you can either afk 
or think. I am a witnefs of his free and boundlefs 
mercy. For fome days paft I have bdfen fn the wift * 
dernefs, my foul weary, faint, and defolate; moun- 
tains feemed to prefs it down, when it would havfc 
laid hold on the blood of atonement - 9 no rejoicing 
in God^ &ot one ray from the fun ofcrighteoufnefs > 
but this moFning y this blefled morning, my beloved 
returned to my foul* and J rejoiced with joy un- 
fpeakable, and could fay witiipthe fulleft affurance, 
" My fins are done away — Chrift is mine — 
€€ God the Father is my reconciled father — God 
" the Holy Ghoft is my comforter and guide." 
Oh my friend, my heart is now fo overwhelmed I 
can fcarce write. I could repeat a thoufand and a 
thoufand times over — Chrift is mine. My foul is 
ready to fpring out of its prifon, and I could at this 
moment face death in all its moft horrible profpe&s 
to go to my Redeemer. Oh death, where is thy 
fling? Oh grave, where is thy vi&ory? My dear 
love, you know not what you lofe by your negli- 
gence. Oh feek, ftrive, agonife ; could you fuffer 
the utmoft tortures in body or mind, they would be 
all as nothing to gain one moment of this fweet- 
nefs : and Oh pray for me, that I may not by fin- 
ning grieve the blefled comforter, and lofe my pre- 
sent peace. God be with you my dear friend. God 
Mefc you both now and for ever. 

My 
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My dear Friend^ 

J ft Thank QW for the bleffings you have received, 
^tnd wifli they may mcreafe more and more. If 
jrou caji really fay, Chrift loved mt^ and diod for 
4he y 'tis impoffible yoiL mould be miferable ; and 
Aft will as furely free you from all your fins, as he 
now lives to make interceffion for you. Mr. ***'s 
fermon was a delightful one, and I thank God I 
enjoyed it. I am gUd you partook of this feafly 
and may the fecond part of it be ftill more blefled 
to your foul. When Mr. *** took his text, a lady 
in the next pew faid loud enough for me to hear ,-r- 
" What nothing but fheep !" At firft this fpeech 
fhocked me, and raifed my indignation ; but poor 
foul, pity was her due. And how thankful ought 
we to be, that can delight in the name of (heep, . 
that we can underftand the voice of our fhephenj, 
and be led by him into green paftures and by the 
waters of comfort. No wonder that Chrift appeared , 
to you during this fermorwn fo amiable a light ; for . 
there is fomething in the chara&er of the good ihep- 
herd peculiarly endearing : but indeed in every 
charafter and in every view, our Redeemer is 
the chiefeft among ten thoufands, and altogether 
lovely. The tongue of angels would fail to tell . 
what Chrift is to the believing foul ; and if he ap- 
pears thus tranfcendently lovely to us here, what ' 
muft he do, wheiLthis veil of flefh is entirely taken 

away ?■?- 
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away ? Dwell upon this thought, and let your 
foul fpring forward into eternity. God prefers 
you, &c. 

My dear Friend^ 

T Mourn for you, and may you mourn too from 
your very inmoft foul, till God himfelf gives you 
the true comfort. Oh thou dear backflider, what 
{hall I fay ? How fhaJl I find words ftrong enough 
to make a lafting impreffion on a heart fo inconftanr, 
fo (loathful, and carelefs. Oh that the Spirit of God 
would affift my weak endeavours, and point my 
otherwife unavailing words. You own you do not 
ftrive earneftly : alafs I too plainly fee you do not. 
Biit.the bleffed comforter ftrives with you, and ftill 
you refift and grieve him. How irkfome is it to me 
always to write the fame thing? My dear foul, fer 
God's fake be more in earneft. How can you talk 
of floth and careleflhefs,. when you are ftanding on 
the brink of a precipice ? Can you promife yourfelf 
another day ? And are you fit to die in the ftate you 
are now in ? Nay, are you not afraid to die ? Oh 
if the Lord (hould fay of you, as of the barren fig- 
tree, " Cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground," 
bow would you be overwhelmed with dread and 
confufion? For. you who know fo well what are 
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the glorious promifes of the gofpel, to fuffer your 
thoughts .to run upon worldly things is inexcufable. 
It feems ftrange, that you fliould think you love 
thrift more than you did, when you was in a bet- 
ter ftate ; however above all things hojd faft, and 
' ftrive to increafe this love, but then at the fame 
time take care that you hate fin in the fame pro- 
portion, and that you ftrive againft it with the ut- 
moft earneftnefs : for to talk of loving Chrift, and 
at the fame time to give way to floth, careleffnefe, 
and worldly-mmdednefs, is an abominable mockery. 
If you are eneompafled with ten thpufand tempta- 
tions never fear, fo your own heart confent not to 
them. Your blefled mafter will furely help you, if 
you can but truft him : and never give way, I irr- 
ueat-of you, to that y^//;£^mpoifibility of pray- 
ing. Though perhaps you cannot pray with com- 
fort, or with any kind of connection, yet if you 
be ever fo diftrafted you may fuftly cry, Lord, have 
mercy upon me — deareft Jefus, pity me. Or 
#ven fuppofing you could not do this from your 
heart, afk yourfelf whether you dp not defire.to 
pray; and if you do, thank God for that defire, 
and the next thought will be a prayer. Could you 
not make the increafe of your family profitable, by 
joining at ftated times, of the day in fome aft of 
devotion ? If it wer^ but for one quarter of an hour 
at a time, there would doubtlefs be a Weffing at- 
tending it. Suppofe you were to fing an hymn to-» 
gethcr, or by turns pray, either from fome form " 

of 
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6F prayers or, what would be infinitely better, ex- 
tempore. You ought rather to be filent, and be- 
thought a mope, than to join in trifling difcourfe; 
Confider, my love, you are to fet an example to 
your young friends; and fear not but God will 
deliver you from this bondage into the glorious li- 
berty of his children. The feeble truft you now 
have is the work of his blefled Spirit, and he will 
increafe it into an holy confidence. Let not there- 
fore your comfort ficken, but truft in that Jefus, 
who died that you might live , to whofe all-mer- 
ciful bofom I commit you, . 

Jnd am your affeftionate Friend) &e, 

* At the bottom*/ a. letter are.thefe vxordt :. 
* Afy dear Friend, . .* 

f - , ALL thefe worldly things only ferve to 
draw your mind from God, and I do fin- 
cerely pity you : I only wonder that your goings 
are not ftill more uneven, or indeed that you go at 
all- Your fertile imagination with all this to work 
upon is, like a quickfand, ready to fwallow. up your 
foul. Oh my love, tremble for yourfelf. Indeed 
you have caufe. I know your fcheming- head,. I 

know 



[' 34 I 

know how it is a running now. Oh feek carneftljT 
after the fweet love of God, one moment's fcnfe: 
of that is worth ten thoufand worlds. The Lord- 
Jefus blefs you, and keep you, 

.] 
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My dear Friend, 

T Hope your prefent circumftances do not- prevent' 
your conftant watching over your own heart,, 
and preffing forwards in the way of holinefs. In * 
the midft of all thefe profpe&s death may come V 
And are you fit to die ? We cannot too often aft 
ourfelves this queftion, we* cannot be too ferious*- 
There is only a moment between us and eternity**! 
May the Lord Jefus fo prepare us, that at what**, 
eyer hour he calls we. may Jbe ready, our lamp 
trimmed, and we ourfelves as**hofe who wait for - 
the bridegroom. Adieu, my dear. May the Al- 
mighty preferve you from all evil. 

AF whatfervice, my dear love, can any thing 

I fay be of to you ? I have tried all means in 

my power to keep your mind more fteady, but in 

v^in. _ If God at any time has fo bleffed my letters^ 

that 
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that they have made any hnpreffion on you, it has 
gone off in two or three days : and when you have 
ted thofe great benefits indeed of converging with 
living chriftians > though for a time you have been 
raifed and lively, yet you have foon fUnfcinto your 
former floth and carefeflhefs. There muft cer- 
tainly be fome hidden corruption in your heart, 
and a very dangerous, one too,, which caufes this 
inconftancy in you. I often fludy you as I would a 
book, but you ate in truth one of the moft puzzling 
books I ever met with. I often rejoice to # fee in 
you (as I think) an increafe of grace, and a decreafe 
of that pride and felfiflmefs, which under an ap- 
pearance of humility you once had to a great de- 
gree. The laft time you was with me, I was par- 
ticularly charmed with you, and thougbtyou greatly 
advanced indeed ; and now you are fallen again in- 
to pride and felfiflmefs. The Lord Jefus raife you 
up. Indeed, my de^r foul, you grieve and wound 
me. You bring forrow in my heart, and tears in 
my eyes : nay and fometimes your backfliding let- 
ters tempt me to impatience ; but then I imme- 
diately recoiled my own continual backflidings, 
and the long-fuffering of God towards me, and can 
I be impatient with my friend? If your want 
of retirement is not owing to yourfelf, never by 
your coldnefs upon that : for was your heart fin- 
cere,. God would ftrengthen you at all times to. 
look up to him. But if as you fay, you trifled away 
your time, and indulged an unwillingnefs to prayer*, 
no wonder God with-held that portion of his grace 

he 
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he would otherwife have given you. Depend u 
it, whenever you find an unwillingnefs to pray, 
of all times is the moft proper for you to pray 
therefore never fay on fuch an occafion as this, 
c< will go read fome good book, or do fome g 
<c work, which may perhaps bring my mind 
" a better frame for prayer." No, do noi 
foolifhly ; but go, , and proftrate yourfelf be 
God with all your unwillingnefs ; and he. will i 
give you both the will and the power to praife I 
Adieu* 



My dear Friend* 

T T is impoffible for me to judge rightly, t 
know jnore of your affair, and then I doubt . 
but God, if we.afk in fincerity, will direfl: us I 
to agree, in oux fentiments, as to what will be r 
conducive tot your eternal welfare. However i 
much I can now fay, be not unequally yoked \ 
an unbeliever. To marry a man in hopes of rc 
ing him a chriftian^ will be leading yourfelf 
temptation,. The advantages you fpeak of j 
doubtlefs be great bleffings to you, if you are ' 
certain you can enjoy them* You ought to be ' 
explicit with the perfon, whoever he is, both i 
regard to your fentiments and his .own heart. 

cai 
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annot imagine the continual fnares you 'will Walk 
i, if you are joined to one, who is not joined to 
thrift -, efpecially if you have any love of fancy 
>r fondnefs for him. As in a married (tare there 
ire more allurements to draw the mind from God 
than in a fingle one, fo (if the companion be a 
chriftian) there are alfo advantages in it, which 
perhaps may almoft mate the balance even. But 
how dreadful will it be, if he who fhoujd be your 
help prove to you an occaflon of falling. But above 
all things, my dear, try the fincerity of your own 
heart. Examine well whether you can accept this 
offer with a fingle eye to the glory, of God, and 
the good of your own foul ; and fear not, if you 
a(k counfel of God in faith nothing wavering, that 
ht will give you freedom of mind, either to accept ' 
or refufe as will be moft profitable for you. 

I do not wonder that your foul is at prefent dif- 
fracted with worldly thoughts. An affair of this 
kind always occafions a thoufand diffractions, efpe- 
cially where it is in fufpenfe. I fear your increafe 
of company does not at all add to your fpiritual hap- 
pinefs. The Lord Jefus blefs you: I pity you. 
What need have we of continual afliftance front 
above ? How Jo we walk as on burning coals ? 
Oh let us ftrive for that ftate of mind, in which we 
can fay, nothing gives, me pain but what is con- 
trary to the will of God, and tends to draw my 

foul 
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foul from him ; and nothing gives me pleafun 
as it h agreeable Co his will, and tends to dra 
foul nearer to him. Adieu. 



############§*###****##* 



My dear Friend, 

T Think the queftions you aflc, what if I 
fhould attain, &c. are not well. Do you 
either the power or the mercy of that God, 
has promifed that thofe who hunger and thirfl 
rightcoufnefs fhall be filled ? There may be 
great impatience, even for fpiritual blcflings. 
to lay low at the feet of Chrift, and truft hi 
your falvation, though he feem to hide hi: 
from you. Your imperfections are a mortifi 
to you : let them be fo. And inftead of defp 
to conquer them, let them only fink you the ( 
into humility and felf-abafement, and thank 
for every fuffering you have either of body or 
The Lord Jefus give you all that is needfi 
you. 

/ am your ever affeflionate. t 
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Tlfy dear Soul, 



?T Am glad to write to you once more under the 

name of ***, and I hope God will give me 

strength to fay all I wifh at this important jundure, 

i» important it is indeed to. you ; and the nearer the 
time approaches, the more I feel for you. Alaft 
you are now plunging into difficulties, which you 
can have no notion of until you experience them. 
You will have need of more than double watch* 
fulnefs. Oh cry earneftly to God for grace and 
ftrength to keep your foul from- finking under the 
delufive arguments, which your three grand ene- 
mies, the world, the flefh, and the devil will be 
continually attacking you with in your new ftate 
of life. You know, my love, in all our inter- 
courfe, I have not failed to fet before you- the dif- 
advantagee and diftra&ions you muft neceflarily 
meet with in a married life. This I thought it my 
duty to do, though your intentions in regard to 
marriage were always founded upon chriftian mo- 
tives. Had I found you inclined to dedicate your- 
felf more particularly to God in a fingle ftate, I 
(hould doubtlefs have encouraged that inclination ; 
but as this was not the cafe, and I did not dare ab- 
folutely to difTuade any one from marrying, I have 
therefore only ftrpve ta guard you againft the evils 
attending that condition, and pray God grant you 
may find them overbalanced by the good. The 
firft evil, which people are apt to fall into when they 

marry, 
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Is an extreme felfiflinefs : this I have feen moft fla- 
grant inftances of, but then the people were not 
chriftians. Oh my friend, remember you have 
taken upon you the facred name of chriftian. The 
next thing which our fex in particular is very fub- 
je£t to, is a pretty indolence of foul, and a kind 
of hugging themfelves as though they were become 
people of vaft confequence ; and then- all they fay 
or do, and every thing which belongs to them, is 
of importance. You will think perhaps there is no 
danger of your falling into any thing fo low and 
filly as this ; but do not think fo, for without ex-' 
treme watchfulnefs it will fteal imperceptibly upon 
you, and if you once grow important, the flood- 
gates of worldly mindednefs will be fet open, and 
your faith, your love, and peace, will be borne 
away by the impetuous torrent. I am 'not well 
enough to write much more, therefore fhall only 
add, that though I cannot be with you in perfon 
next ***, yet my heart and my prayers will be 
with you. The Lord Jefus blefs you and keep you, 
and grant that in all changes of this mortal life, 
your heart may there be fixed where true joys are 
to be found. 

Tour tvtr-tiffeftionate 



My 




T 41 1 

My dear Friend, 

T Thank you for your laft. It gave me a good 
deal of fatisfaftion : For I really think you are . 
in a better ftate of mind, than ybu tfas in before 
you married. As t6 what I faid of the pride 
of life, I think I have often exprefled myfelf as 
fully as I could upon the fubjeft ; however, fince 
you defire it, I will try to be more explicit. This 
paffion difcovers itfelf very differently, according to 
the various difpofitions of thofe who are a&uated 
by it. In fome it is the love of much glare in 
drefs and equipage. In others, of high tafte and 
elegance in their table, and the furniture of their 
houfes. In a third fort it (hews itfelf in a kind of 
fubftanlial luxury ; and in a fourth, by a love of 
being thought people of importance. Now, my 
dear, it is very eafy for you t$ examine your own 
heart, and fee whether you are entirely free from 
pride in each of thefe particulars. For my part, I 
think I can with pleafure acquit you in three of 
them ; and as to the fourth, though it is what 
your natural temper chiefly leads to, yet you "have,* 
by the grace Off God, vaftly got the better of it. 
The danger you call trifling is far from being fo : 
whatever foftens. and enervates the mind, whatever 
fpreads an indolence over the foul is to be cau- 
tioufly guarded againft. 
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In regard to any objedt you are particularly fond 
of, let this reflexion be always uppermoft in your 
mind, " I love for eternity," and then you wiH 
be careful not to let any thing enter inro your af- 
fection in .time, but what may without fcruple be 
admitted into eternity. 

My dear Friend^ 

T Know not how to aflume to myfelf the charac- 
ter you mention, and yet I dare not negled to 
do any thing, which you tell me may be of benefit 
to your foul. I know God can convey bleflings by 
the mcaneft inftrument, and relying wholly on his 
power and goodnefs, I ^nter again into this cor- 
refpondence. You complain that I have not latety 
been fo watchful over, you as ufual: In writing I 
certainly have not, and you Jcnow the reafon ; but 
as to fpeaking, if I have there failed, it is entirely 
owing to my being fo apt to think highly of you. 
I fear in this I may have dealt w£h you as with 
*ny own heart — judged too favourably of both. 
May God give me a clearer infight both into you 
and into myfelf. 

I doubt not but your prefent condition contri- 
butes greatly to your being more in carncft, and 

you 
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you have need to lay up all the ftrength you can 
againft what may be a time of great trial indeed. 
I am glad you found fuch a blefling on Sunday. I 
doubt not but the greater degree of light and joy 
you have, the more you will be aflaulted by temp- 
tations, and thefe perhaps not only of a ftrange, 
but alfo of an impertinent and ridiculous kind. 
The devil will fometimes play the buffoon : But I 
have found the beft way of dealing with thefe temp- 
tations was not to combat them, but to let them 
pafs through the mind, as you would let a trouble- 
ibme croud of people pafs by your door without 
regarding them. 

The fpeaking evil of your neighbour before you 
are aware, though it has not all the blacknefs of 
premeditated evil fpeaking, yet it is a fure fign, 
that you have not that fpirit of love, without which 
the higheft attainments are But as founding brafs, 
and as a tinkling cymbal. I often am forry to fee 
how much this divine temper is wanting amongft 
all religious people. For my own part, I fraud 
felf condemned in this, though it is a fin, which I 
have even a natural averfion to, and I fear there 
are but few hearts in which this root of bitternefs 
does not grow almx>ft imperceptibly. However, 
the captain of our falvation can give us to tread 
even this enemy under our feet. Let us therefore 
go on nothing difcouraged, milling in his help, 
C 2 and 
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and following his fteps, until we apprehend that, 
for which we* are apprehended of this divine 
•leader. 

Tour ever affettlonate ahd faithful^ &c 

My dear Friend, ' 

TXf E ought certainly to prefs forwards toward^ 
perfect fan&ification, but we muft not inw 
gine it is the work of a few days or months : it re-~ 
quires along courfe of labour and continual watch — 
fulnefs. The fenfe of our being reconciled to Goc^ 
is only the firft ftep towards fandtification. You am^£ 
I, who -are fcarcely worthy the name of babes ii^ 

Chrift, may now have power over fin, if we con 

tinuc faithful to the grace given us ; but we cannotT 
yet expert to have what St. Paul calls " the glorious 
" liberty of the fons of God." Nay, perhaps we may 
fee the evil of our own hearts fat more than we yet 
have done. God will fliew us, as we are able to bear 
it, the ftrength of inbred fin, and the depth of cor- 
ruption which is in our hearts j but this not to dif- 
courage or affright us, but tdt make us more fen- 
fible where our ftrength lays, and more earneft in 
imploring his help, who can and will in his own time 
furely free us from every weight, and from every 
fpot and. blemilh of fin. Therefore, my love, 

doubt 
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.c--:i.\ot not of the forgivenefs of your fins. Doubt 
/u.r. t;r your deliverance from th« power of finr. 
V ictcry, full victory is attainable, and will cer* 
tainly. be attained, if we diligently feek it. The 
-danger of riches, and the danger, of being allied 
to *** are great, but do not you fee that God 
has furprizingly kept you in both thefe ; and if yon 
feek after true povery of fpirit, outward riches will 
have little power to hurt you. Riche*are only hurt- 
ful, when they are productive of fome temper con* 
trary to the gofpel, and by looking into your own 
Jieart you might eafily fee, whether they have this 
effect upon you.or not. The other, danger, I ber 
' -lieve, is the greateft ; - but conftant prayer, con- 
ilant watchfulnefs, will overcome all things. The 
Lord Jefus preferve you* 



My dear Friend y 
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' R. V. has defired me to meet Dr. *** at his 
houfe j but though I honour the character of 
that worthy man, yet I rather fear, than dfjire to do 
this. I really now. drqad the being fet up as fomething 
to be thought well of. I fee fuch a depth, of pride 
and felf-love in my own heart, that I dread any thing, 
which can give the leaft food to thefe hellilh tempers. 
I am well fatisfied, that there can be no perfect 
peace, no perfeel love, till thefe be done away. 
C 3 - Was 
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Was not the bleffed Jcfus meek and lowly of heart f 
Was not he defpifed and reje&ed ? And we ? Oh> 
my dear love, tremble for yourfelf and for me. 
We are efteemed, admired, and fought after. Dft 
we not, think ye, tread upon burning coals i How 
dangerous, how difficult to a£t for the glory of God, 
without facrificing fome thing to felf I And this felf 
is all that feparates from God — • this felf is all that 
keeps the blefimgs both of time and eternity from 
our fouls. Oh let us learn, and know and feel, 
that we are nothing, and that God is all in all. 
Certain ir is that unlefs we die with Chrift, we 
cannot rife to his life. Unlefs we are crucified 
with him here, we cannot reign with him here* 
after. Let us then nail our corrupt nature to hi 
crofs, and continually mortify every temper that is 
contrary to his perfeft will. Suffer we muft, but 
the love of God will make all fufferings fweet, and 
his grace will enable us to conquer all difficulties. 
I rejoice at the vi&ory, which you tell me has 
been given you over (I fuppofe) fome reigning fin. 
Is not this encouragement to prefs forward ? If you 
would preferve conftant peace and recolle&ion, 
look more into your own heart, and lay not out 
yourfelf too much upon others. I have feen fb 
much of the ill effe&s of this* that I dread it both 
for you and myfelf. Watch continually. 

Tour ever affefti<mate % &c. 



Your 



-" fflr 




ll 



i 



i. 



[47 ] 

^OUR letter, my dear life, has given me great 
pleafure. This is indeed, as it ought to be. 
And Oh by no means fuffer this anxious defire after 
God, this thirft after holinefs to abate, only let it be 
mixed with that kind of refignation,. which implies 
a willingnefs to fuffer, fo you may be kept from- 
, -fin. The pain you fpeak of / rejoice in* Oh my 
love, this is right, and may you more and moie 
be conformed to Jefus Chrift,. and him crucified. 
A foul thus pained, thus longing,, thus ftruggling 
for falvation, and at the fame time laying low at 
the foot of the crofs, and crying, " Lord thy will 
u be done," is an object in which the holy angels 
rejoice, nay on which God himfelf looks down well . 
pleafed. To fuch a foul every gofpel bleffing is 
near at hand. The fun of righteoufnefs is on the 
point of rifing in it with healing in his wings j the 
eternal comforter is ready to witnefs with it, that 
it is born of God, and to fill it with that peace* 
which pafTeth all underftanding. The blefled and 
adorable Trinity is ready to raife it from its fallen 
ftate, and to perfect the new creation. What 
encouraging pfofpefls ! Only let not this happy 
pain be taken from you by any comforts the world 
can give, but hold it dear to your heart, as light 
to your eyes, till God himfelf change it to joy 
unfpeakable. 

I have long thought that to wifli for any thing, 

but the falvation of our own fouls and that of others 

C 4 is 
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is wrong : becaufe in nothing elfe can we be fure 
that our wifhes are agreeable to the will of God. 
I do not know how to believe, that you could wijh 
for more riches, and if the beihg pleafed with the 
thoughts of gain proceeded only from this motive, 
that you thought God was putting it more m your 
power to relieve the neceffities of others, I would* 
not dare to condemn you : but it is fo difficult to 
take any fatisfaftion of this kind without fome mix- 
ture of worldly mindednefs, that we cannot be too 
careful in this refpedfc, nay we ought rather to fear, 
left we fhould not be found faithful ftewards of the 
talents put into our hands, as knowing, that both 
in fpiritual and temporal blefljngs, " To whom, 
" much is given^ of them (hall much be required/* 






My dear Friend y 

T F it fhould pleafe God to make any thing I 
write of benefit to your foul, I fhould greatly 
rejoice, but without that my words will avail no- 
thing ; and really the account you give of yourfelf 
at prefent is fo ftrange, that I know not hardly how 
to fpeak to you, or whether harfhnefs ox love is 
moft neceffary. But this I kriow, that my own 
foul is greatly pained fcr you, but I dare not flat- 
ter you, « If any man have not the fpirit of Chrift,. 

« he 



[ 49 r 

• he is none of his 5" and doubtlefs to take a plea-* 
ire in expofing the faults of others is a temper as' 
iftant from the fpirit of Chrift, as hell is from hea- 
en. Believe me, my dear life, if the love of God 
signed in your heart, you would rather cover than 
xpofe the faults even of the vileft of men, and when 
bliged for their own good, or the warning of 
thers, to fpeak to the difadvantage of any one, 
ou would do it with fear and cnuthn, at the fame 
me looking up to God with you* heart, left any 
itternefs fhould mix, either with your thoughts 
r words, and caft'a fully on your own foul. 
1od is love, and infinite ftreams of divine love are 
srpetually flawing from him through all created 
tature. His a£ts of judgment as well as mercy are 
>nly a£te of love, and defigned either to remove or 
leffen the evils occafioned by the fall of angels 
nd of man ; and the foul which is born of God 
vill as neceflarily partake of this divine principle of 
tniverfal love, as the child you now* cany within 
ou partakes of your own corrupt nature. You 
»ave great reafon then to tremble, and to look 
ipon yourfelf as guilty, while this temper has any 
boring in your foul j therefore don't fit down con- 
ented, becaufe.you have intervals of recollection, 
>ut wreftle mightily, with God in fervent prayer, 
mtil he fpeak peace to your foul, and his love be 
hed abroad in your heart, before which this evil 
ifpofition will fly as a mift before the morning fun, 
fou greatly affect me by what you fay in regard 
C 5 to 
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to the expe&ed hour of danger, but fear not. No 
c/eature on earth can be more unworthy than I am, 
and yet the God of mercy protected me, and gave 
me ftrength, and courage, and calmnefs, and I 
doubt not but he will fhew the fame mercy to you ; 
,nay I haveaftrong confidence he will in your hour 
of extremity give you a clearer fenfe of his paxdon- 
-inglove, than you have yet experienced. Fear 
not, only believe, " All things are poffible to him 
" that believeth." 

It has pleafed God within thefe few days to give 
me a fevere trial, and eternal glory be to his name. 
I have flood it crying only, Lord thy will be dom: 
My little boy was taken on Saturday evening with 
ftrong convulfions, and between that time and Sun- 
day 'evening had I believe full forty fits. He is now 
much better. God is ever merciful : he brings tt> 
the borders of the grave, and raifes up again. 
Oh how good it is to fuffer ? ,How glorious to have 
grace triumph over nature ? How fweet to lay low 
at the foot of the crofs, and blefs God for every 
thing which more conforms us to the fuffering Jefusf* 
Be watchful, and earnefl:., Adieu. 
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» My dear Friend \ 



T Have read and confidered the letter upon the 
numbers in Daniel and the Revelation, according 
to your defire, and as far as my underftartding can 
reach it, it feems to me (fuppofwg the pope is an- 
tichrift, the beaft, &>V.) to be a well-connefted 
fcheme. Don't be angry at the word fuppofingj 
becaufe though moft of the Proteftant writers have 
thought thus of his Holjnefs, yet fome men of 
learning and piety, Protejlants too, who are now 
alive, think otherwife. But don't think I am in 
this declaring my own opinion, for at prefent my 
judgment on this fubjecl is almoft entirely governed 
by Mr. ***. The latter part of the letter might I 
Ihould think be of fervice to Mifs ***, becaufe it 
is very affedling $ and this I am furc of, that where 
the confideration of thefe prophecies is a means of 
ftirring any one up to greater diligence, of making 
them fit loofer to the things of this world, and feek 
more carneftly after the things of God, they can- 
not confider them too attentively. Every foul 
fhould carefully obferve that way, in which Gcd 
particularly leads it, and punctually follow every 
means which it finds by experience brings it nearer 
to God. Some are awakened and brought low by 
meditating on the fevcre judgments of God ; others 
are melted down by reflecting on his mercies. Some 
are employed ufefully to themfelvcs, and it may be 

to 
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to others, by accurately confidering the feveral a-, 
mazing difpenfations of God in the whole fcheme 
of our redemption-; and others by a. more fimple 
and general view, of God, as infinite wrfdom and 
infinite love, reft calmly on his will, and though 
in a lower and lefs fhining, way purfue the fame 
end, viz. falvation by the blood of the lamb from, 
the power as well as from the guil^ of fin,.and unioi\ 
with the pure fountain of all happineis. All thefe 
ways are good in themfelves, and are made, fo to 
every foul, which ip them, follows the leadings oj 
the Spirit of God. IJutJ may make that, which 
is good in itfelf, evil to me, by ufing it only becauft 
another thipks it rfghk an(l not becaufe I really 
find it the means which moft unites my foul to 
Chrift: and therefore we ought never to blame 
any one for not being affecled juft in the fame man- 
ner by that which affecls us. 

But to return to the letter. 'Tis very certain 
that' the judgments of/Gc»d are now abroad in the 
earth, and that fome of the figns of the laft times 
plainly appear ; this (whether the calculation in the 
letter be right or wrong) is obvious to every one, 
and calls aloud for ferioufnefs and watchfulriefs. 
Happy are thofe who fliall ftand unmoved in tke 
time of temptation. Happy are thofe who when 
all nature is agonifing -around them can fly to the 
only rock of refuge, and there find fhelter from the 
fiorm, and fhadow from the heat. But above all 

happy 



D iT3 T 

happy are thofe, who fhall have ^e glory of fuf-. 
feringfbr their Redeemer, of fealing their teftimony 
with their blood, or in the midft of the fire fliout- 
ing for joy, and bleffing God for a martyr's crown. 
Thefe, thefe are glorious profpec\s, and weak as 
we are, fhould God honour us with a trial like this, 
he would alfo give us ftrength to be more than con- 
querors. In the mean time let us not be weary or , 
feint in our minds, but manfully fight till we obtain 
complete victory over our own evil hearts; and 
then (hall we ftand with humble confidence even 
before our judge, and though all nature was dif- 
folved, we fhould remain unfhaken, and be wholly 
fwallowed up in joy unfpeakable and full of glory. 
Amen, Lord Jefus. 



My dear Friend, ^ 

T Really believe you are the fame wavering in- 
* conftant creature you ufed to be, and one fign 
of your being fo is that you write to me now as if 
it was a tafk, which you, had laid upon yourfelf, 
and was glad to get huddled over, any how, fo it 
was but done. There is now no ferious examina- 
tion of your own heart, no pleafure in writing on 
the things of God, no fpiritual affe&ions, all is 
hurry and confufion. Gh take care* I intreat of 

you, 
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you, take care, and in the midft of your bodily 
hurry keep facred in your foul a little place of fi- 
lcnce and retirement, where the ftiJJ fraall voice 
may be heard ; and though your particular cir» 
cumftanas divide you from your friends, yet let 
them not feparate you from your God. The more 
your head and hands are full of bufinefs, the more 
need have you to watch oyer your own heart. 
What is firft done (in refpeft of worldly affairs) 
from an excellent motive, and as matter of duty, 
may by degrees fo cling about the heart as to be- 
come a fnare to it, and to -fill it with pride and the 
love of the world. Adieu* 
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My dear Friend, 

T Thank you for your laft letter, and I blefs God, 
that you was not offended at mine. This bear- 
ing of plain-dealing is a comfortable proof to me of 
your fxnecrity. If temptations increafe, God will 
give a proportionable increafe of ftrength. There 
wants nothing but faithfulnefs on your part to the 
grace already given. I know not the particulars of 
ybur fuffevings, but I know it is good to fuffer. 
It is a -difcipline all muft go through, who make 
any tolerable advance in the fchool of Chrift. I 

could 
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could wtfh you to feek i&ore after continual refig- 
nation, than fenfible comfort. You may perhaps 
live too much upon frames. Peace indeed as ft 
implies deliverance from condemnation through the 
blood of the lamb is to be diligently fought, and 
carefully preferved ; but the fweet gufts and re- 
lifhes of devotion, which raife and gladden the ani- 
mal /pirits, though they are to be thankfully re- 
ceived, and faithfully ufed to the glory of God» 
yet they are not to be trufted in, becaufe in thefe 
there is fo much of nature mixed with grace ; but 
conftant and heart-felt resignation is a bulwark 
againft every trial, and a foundation for folid peace, 
and joy tranfeendently pure. The whole ftate of 
a foul made perfect in love (lands in that one pe- 
tition of the Lord's prayer, Thy will be done ; and . 
if we could but preferve that temper of mind which 
thefe words defcribe, I know not what could hurt 
us. Suppofe now when I firft wake in a morning 
I fhould lift up my heart, " Lord I blefs thee for 
ci this new day which thou haft given me. In this 
«« day I (hall have frefli manifeftations of thy will 
" concerning me, either in comforts or in fuffer- 
<c ings. Lord I am thy creature, deal with me as 
" it fhall pleafe thee : only deareft Saviour leave 
cc me not to myfelf, but let thy grace be fuf&cient 
" for me, and thy ftrength be fltode perfect in 
" my weaknefs." When fettled in this frame of 
mind, fuppofe my trials to begin. I am tempted 
by the perverfnefs and evil tempers of my own 

family 
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family to impatience, to anger ; but I immediately 
recolleft myfelf, " Lord it is thy will I Ihould 
" bear this, pardon their perverfnefs, and give me 
" to be thankful for every opportunity offelf»denial 
" and forbearance/' Well ! now another, and far 
more difficult trial appears'/ I am to behave to 
people, whom I know to be my moft malignant 
and bitter enemies, whom I know to be continually 
watching occafions of evil againft me, as if they 
were my- dear friends; I am obliged to receive. 
Judas kifles, and to fmile upon my betrayers. 
Here every faculty of the foul is alarmed, and na- 
ture (hrinks back 1 affrighted. But what does grace 
fay ? u Lord I thank thee for this glorious trial ! 
" What a bleffing is it I fliould be permitted to 
<c drink of the fame cup my Saviour drank of! 
u Oh blefs thefe mine enemies, fill their hearts 
" with thy love, let thy divine will be* perfe&cd 
" both in them and me." This temptation is con- 
quered, but another and«a more trying one imme- 
diately fucceeds. I am treated unkindly by people 
I love, and who are really my friends. Here my 
heart is wounded, it finks, it is ready to faint; 
but recovering itfclf it refts upon its God, and 
**-Lord, even in this, thy will 'be done, and let 
c ^ the fufferings of Chrift be perfefted in me, that 
c ^ I may be aHb a partaker of his glory." In this 
manner one might inftance in all kinds of affliction, 
and find comfort and ftrength in each. 
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* I w know not how to think fo meanly of you, as 
to imagine your heart in danger of being drawn 
away by the world. But I know I am always apt 
to fet you in too high a light, and it may be fo in 
this cafe : this one thing however I am fure of, 
that we are fighting for eternity^ and this againft 
innumerable enemies, dangerous ones from with- 
out, but far more dangerous ones , within. If the 
Lord himfelf was not on our fide, how could we 
maintain our ground one moment. To his almighty 
grotedion I commend you and yours, and am 

Tour tv$r»affeftionatS) &c* 
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Rev d * Mr. * * * * 



Dear Sir 9 



November 20, 1754* 




[OU will I hope excufemy giving yotr 
this trouble, when I tell you that I can- 
not be eafy without aiking your pardon, 
for a fault which perhaps your charity 
may have overlooked, but which I cannot forget. 
I think I anfwered you with too much fpirit on Sun- 
day morning in regard to the Hebrew ; nay, I am 
Jure I did, becaufe I found a blameable rifing in 
my heart, at your feeming to think, t%t I purfued 
it only as head-knowledge, and that it was a thing 
wholly unprofitable. Pardon me this fault, and 
give me leave now, with the deference I owe you, 

t* 
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to lay before you my reafons for attempting, and" 
continuing, the ftudy of this language.— When I' 
fir ft began to have fome notion of feeking after re- 
demption, I by degrees quitted feveral purfuits, 
which a great thirft after that knowledge which 
puffeth up, and a difpofition to take pains, had 
engaged me in; and Ifhould never have applied 
myfelf to the learning Hebrew, had not Mr. *** 
told me that he thought it was the duty of every 
chriftian (who had leifure) to do it : accordingly I 
defired him to give me fome inftru&ions, which 
he did, and upon the force of them I diligently 
applied myfelf; and I own to you that at firft, my 
head was too much in it, and my imagination was 
ready to run away with me; nay, and what was 
worfe, when at any ,time I was hindered from- 
doing the tafk I had fet myfelf, I ufed to repine* 
and be uneafy. : but thank God the cafe is far dif- 
ferent now, and I find fo much real benefit; from 
the manner in which I now proceed, that I ftiould 
aft utterly againft my confeience, if I was not to 
continue. Don't think that I mean by benefit^ 
thofe exceeding nice explanations, which fome men 
of great learning among the Hutcbinfonians run 
into ; I have neither knowledge, capacity, nor 
inclination, for heights, like, thefa.: but there is a 
beauty and ftrength in the Hebrew idiom, (which 
no tranflation can reach) that helps to raife my 
heart to God, and makes me fee more and more 
the excellency of the facred fcriptures. If to learn 

Hebrew i ^ 
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Hebrew^ was only to write down the Hebrew word*, 
and then the meaning of them in Englijh^ it would be 
a poor employment indeed. But don't you think, 
Sir, 1 may poffivly make-the paflage I am about, fub- 
jeffc of meditation and prayer : if I do not, I am fure 
Calafio had better be burnt than ever looked in by me. 
If while I am employed in the Hebrew Bible, I am 
forgetful of that God whofe Word it is, could therte 
be any punifhment bad enough for me ? Dear Sir, 
if you could but fee my heart, and know how in- 
finitely above all things, in heaven or earth, I love 
my God and Redeemer, you would not think fo 
of me ! — I hope you will not be difpleafed with 
me for writing to you in this manner : I don't like, 
tint there fhould feem any difference between you 
and me, even in judgment. Before I conclude, I 
muft thank you for your fermon of Sunday after- 
noon, in particular, and I am fure you have the 
ttgheft reafon to thank God, for you was aflifted by 
him, in this, in a moft remarkable manner ; I never 
beard you preach with fuch power, fuch ftrength, 
and fuch glorious boldnefs. I do aflure you I fat 
aftonifhed. May the Lord Jefus increafe in you 
this, and every other good and p erf eft Gift ! 

. / am with great ejieem^ 

JTour obliged and affeftionate Friend and Servant ', 
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Dear Sir y 



T Am much obliged to you for your kind concern 
on my account. My illnefs I believe is rather 
troubleforoe than dangerous, a diforder in my flo* 
mach, which has been attended with a flight fcven 
I was ill, when you and Mr. *** were to fee me, 
though I did not complain, and I looked upon it as 
a particular bLffing : for had my fpirits been in their 
full flow, an event fo much wifhed, would have too 
much elated me ; but my diforder ferved to keep 
the balance of my mind even. I fee the goodnei 
of God to me in every thing, and therefore ficknefc 
or health, life or death are equally welcome to me, 
as coming from the fame gracious hand. Nature 
its true flirinks at fuffering, but grace triumphs ill 
refignation, and is thankful for the difpenfationof 
the prefent moment, without wifhing or wflliftg 
in regard to the future. But I hope to learn font 
leflbns of this kind from you next Sunday. Till 
then farewel, and may the fulnefs of every goipd- 
blefling reft upon your foul. 

Tours, &c. 



Dear 




Dear Sir, 
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Tburfday, Three 0' Clock, 



A S you had part of my morning, take alfo my 
afternoon. May I find it more profitably em- 
ployed than my morning was ! Were you not very 
cruel to engage me in a difpute when Mr. *** was 
*of the party, before whom you know (though I 
have the higheft opinion of his fenfe and goodnefs) 
i cannot freely fpeajc my fentiments ? Were you 
•not cruel to attack me when I was wholly un- 
prepared, and overwhelm, confound, and vex me 
irkh your logic and extremely nice diftin&ions? 
I have been ftriving fince you went to pierce 
through your cloud of argument, and my illogical 
Jttad has reduced it to the following order : 

. - Juftification, according to the fcriptural {enk of 
id the word, cannot be had without evidence at- 
•tending it, in fome degree or other. If evidence 
in fome degree is the neceflary confequence of jufti- 
fication, we are certainly to try and examine our 
own hearts, what evidences we hare of our being 
juftified. This to me appears felf-evident. The 
point then refts here. You believe that my friends 
require the fame degree of evidence in every one, 
and I, if my eyes, my ears, and my underftanding 
do not all deceive me, have the higheft reafon to 
be aflured, that they do not. And here let it reft. 
If you have any regard for my fpiritual improve- 
ment, 
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mcnt, I intrcat you not to lead me into difputing : 
there is nothing which fo much diftra&s and wounds 
my mind. I have always the mortification of think- 
ing I have done fomething amifs, either faid too 
much or too little, been too warm in one thing, 
or not ftienuous enough in another. The ftrong 
defire I have, that all good chriftians fhould agree, 
love, and think the beft of each other, is the caufe 
of my being fo uneafy, when I find any difagree- 
ment. I long to reconcile all, but this reconciling 
fchemc is to me like an enchanted caftle ; juft as I 
fcem to be got to the entrance of it, it vanifhes, 
and leaves me in a wildernefs, where I might long 
wander, and find no reft to my weary feet, was it 
not for a clue which I hope never to let go. This 
blefled clue foon brings me again into the plain and 
open path, and leads me by rivers of living water, 
whofe fprings can never fail. That you and I, to- 
gether with all who love the Lord Jefus Chrift in 
ftneerity, may ever be led by this blefled clue y 
and ever drink of this living water, is the earneft 
wifh of 

Tour obliged and faithful Friend and Servant > &c. 
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Dear Sir, 



*TpHE judgments of God upon Li/ion are dread- 
,■ ful indeed. I know not what heart can be 
hard enough to hear of them without concern. 
What but the amazing mercy of a long-fuffering 
God can prevent London from feeling the fame 
dreadful blow ! And if God Khould arife to fhake 
terribly our land, what great reafon will thofe 
perfons have to be thankful, whom God has drawn 
lirom all worldly fchemes of happinefs, and fixed 
their hearts on a bafis, which can never be fhaken, 
though the earth be moved, and the mountains 
caft into the midft of the fea ? I have, been much 
comforted in rcfpcdl: of the miferies of others by 
this fcripture — When the judgments of God are 
abroad in the earth, the inhabitants thereof will 
learn righteoufnefs \ ^If fuch a blefled end is pro- 
duced by thefe fevere a£ts of juftice, have we not 
reafon even in the midft of terror to admire and 
adore ? The whole univerfe appears to me to be 
in the hand of God, as a grain of duft in the 
balance ; and I, a creature more infignificant, 
more worthlefs, and finful than can be conceived, 
am among the reft in this almighty hand, and all 
is fafe My heart is by nature painfully tender, 
and yet in the midft of feeling, either for myfelf 
D or 



< 



[ 66] 

or others, there is a fecret fatisfa£tion in my in- 
moft foul, that God is glorified in every aft of 
his providence, whether of judgment or mercy; 
and I hardly know how to form any other prayer 
than Thy will be done. 

I fear I (hall not fee you on TJjurfday, becaufe 
but wherever you are, may the God • 



of all confolation be your light and yourfhield, and 
bring you fafe to that city, which has eternal foun- 
dations. 

/ am your ever-obliged Friend and Servant y &c. 



W##MMMMM#MMM##M 



DY what you faid to Mr *** when he had the 
pleafure of hearing you, I imagine you think 
my illnefs is owing to a caufe of which I am by no 
means certain ; however the bare probability of fuch 
a charge would not be without my immediately re- 
flecting on the dangers and temptations that would 
attend it : a foul, that is really defirous of attain- 
ing the pure love of God, is exceedingly jealous 

of 
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of any thing that has a poffibility of drawing i£ from 
its center of happinefs, and looks upon any event 
Which has this poffible tendency (let the world 
term it bleffing or misfortune) with a tender anxious 
fear, which none can underftand but thofe who 
have felt it. Tr/is was my cafe, and my imagination 
would fometimes paint a thoufand inftances which 
might draw my foul down to earth ; and this fear 
(though it never made me wifh any thing but what 
was the will of God) would bring the tears to my 
eyes, and caufe an uneafinefs, which doubtlefs pro- 
ceeded from want of faith. But that God whofe 
mercies are renewed every morning, foon delivered 
me from thofe fears, and calm peace, perfe& re- 
fignStion and watchfulnefs fucceeded ; and for this 
fortnight paft, though I have been in continual un- 
certainty, whether I fhould continue in the condition 
I am thought to be in or not, my mind by the all- 
fufficient grace of God has been fo equally kept, 
that I have not had the leaft wifli or choice of my 
own, but have been equally pleafed with whatever 
feemed to be the leadings of providence concerning 
me ; and you cannot think, what a work of an- 
nihilation this uncertainty has been the means of 
carrying on in my foul, which I fee plainly in the 
nature of things could not fo well have been effe&ed 
by any other. I never can be enough thankful for 
the unfpeakable mercies of God to fo unworthy a 
treature. My will has been brought into a dead- 
nefs which I even a few months ago fhould have 
D 2 thought 
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January 19, 1750* 



I" Am much obliged to you for your letter, from-' 

which I have learnt a very ufeful leflbn, viz* 
never to fancy that the particular circumftanccs of 
others would be more advantageous to me than my 
own. You are ready ahnoft to envy me my many 
hours of retirement ; when at the fame time, /am 
continually complaining that I have fo few, and 
often crying out, when Jhall I have a whole day to 
myfelf ? And then I frequently think, were I a man 
and in theminiftry, my time would then be all fpei-.t 
for God; but now, what an inundation of trifling 
•flows in upon me, which 'tis impoffible for me to 
avoid, without altogether going out of the world.' 

I enter upon the (ubjeft, on which you bid me 
write with fear and trembling; my abilities are 
really far from being equal to it : for although 1 
know many chriftians, who would immediately cry 
out, that it needed not one moment's confederation, 
Idare not do fo ; for I now do really/**/ the weight 
of it upon my foul. 'Tis a moft alarming truth, 
that a minifter may fpeak with the tongue of men 
and of angels, and that the power of God may fo 
accompany his words as to make them the means 
of converting thoufands \ and yet for want of duly 
fearching into his own heart, he may fuffer it to 
be overgrown with poifenous weeds, with tempers 
D 3 and 
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and inclinations, which if unfubdued,. will abfo- 
lutely (hut him out from that kingdom of glory, to 
which he is leading others. How eafy for a man 
who is continually fetting forth the glorious truths 
of the gofpel, and inforcing holinefs of heart and 
life, to imagine (for want of conftant felf-examina- 
tion) that he himfelf is what he preaches ? This is 
3 moft dangerous fnare ; and therefore how abfo- 
lutely neceflary is that retirement which affords op- 
portunity for a diligent fearch into the receflfes of 
the heart, and gives the foul leifure to wait in awful 
filence before God, where, free from every objed 
of fenfe, and from the workings of imagination, it 
may with all its faculties proftrate before the eter- 
nal Trinity feel itfelf to be nothing, and God to 
be all in all. But then it may be a(ked, fliall not 
a man who with fincerity and finglenefs of heart, 
(pends and is fpent for the fcrviceof God, be fa 
kept by divine grace that his foul {hall fuffer no lofs 
by the want of retirement? Doubtlefs. Where 
fincerity and finglenefs of heart are prefer ved, that 
foul fhall be defended as with a {hield. But here 
lies the difficulty, and this I take to be the grand 
temptation of every minifter of the gofpel : he fets 
out perhaps (though this is not always the cafe) with 
a fingle view to the glory of God and the falvation 
of fouls, the power of God accompanies his words, 
the hearts of the people fall under him, his repu- 
tation daily increafes, till at laft he becomes popu- 
lar i he fees himfelf furrounded by a croud of 

people, ' 
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people, who for the moft part hear him as an angel * 
of God, their thirfly fouls gafping after the truths 
he utters : an innocent and an holy joy fills his . 
heart 5 " Here are fouls that may be won to Chrift, 
" and that by me I Lord, what amazing love, that 
" / who am the leaft and the loweft of all thy 
" fervants fhbuld be thus bleft !"— So far all is 
well, all is happy : : but . the fubtil enemy of 
mankind fo ftrongly imprefles this, by me, upon 
his imagination, that a felf-complacency, feparate 
from the glory jof God, arifes in his heart, and 
this, if not immediately quelled, leads him to the 
ifcrink of a precipice. God ftill, for the fake of 
others, . continues his ufefulnefs ; but every con- 
verfion which he is the means of making is frefh 
food for his felf-love, and by degrees he becomes 
fo dead to the love of God, that he preaches even 
the pureft do&rines of the gofpel, with the fame fpirit 
and the fame views, with which a lawyer pleads at 
the bar. But on the contrary, that blejfed fervant of 
Chrift who ftedfaftly purfues the narrow path, who 
conquers every rifing of felf-love in its firft appear- 
ance, and conftantly refers all the good he does or 
/peaks to the author and giver of all good, he (hall 
be kept in all his ways, and bleft in all his works ; 
and though his foul may pant for- retirement, as 
thinking he (hould there enjoy nearer communion 
with God, and make higher advances in the divine 
life, this may not perhaps be immediately permitted 
him : but in order that his future crown may be 
D 4 the 
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the brighter, God may make his prefent ufefulnefe 
a fure ftgn to him y that he ought to continue hfe 
conftant labour for others, though it (hould be with' 
much temptation, fear, and trembling. However 
this is very certain, that God to a fervant thus fin* 
cere will point out a plain path, either by inward 
leadings which cannot be miftaken, or outward pro* 
vidences. — Adieu ! Pardon the weaknefs of this-; 
let me fee you the firft time you have to /pare, 
and believe me 

Tour ever obliged and affectionate Servant^ 
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'TpH E (hortnefs of my laft was owing to the fear 
of giving you uneafinefs, and throwing blame 
upon others j .which I rnuft neceffarily have done, 
had I at that time fpoken freely of myfelf, or feel- 
ingly on the things of God. You will fay, this h 
itiange, but believe me it is very true ; and I had 
wrote three fides of a long letter to you, which I 
threw by for the abovementioned reafons. -*- As 
t0 *#* J had indeed at that time found particular 
bleffings from that inward mortification he f© 
ftrongly recommends.; and I plainly faw that it 

wa^ 
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Jnd wis a kind and a wife providence which had brought- 
e Ai that book to my hands. Whatever the Spirit of 
widl God makes ufeful to my heart, either from the 
?i;| canon of fcriptiire or from fpiritual authors, I thank- 
ful fully receive, and give him the glory : but I well 
know there is but one great touch- ftone, by which 
all doctrines are to be tried ; and therefore I hope 
your kind and affectionate fears for me, left I fhould 
not enough efteem the written word of God, are 
needlefs : and indeed I am fo far from fetting any 
human writer on a footing with this, that I fcarcely 
wi them.at all, /..*. in. companion of my reading- 
the Bible; I look over fome few, but this is very. 
different from the manner of jreading you recom- 
mend, and which I ftrive by the grace of God to 
practice ; nay it would be the greateft flavcry to. 
me you can conceive, if I were obliged to read 
many religious books: however I return you the 
fincereft thanks for your care, and beg you will in 
all things watch over me with a " godly jealoufy," 
for I know my own heart is deceitful, and, if left 
to itfelf, defperately wicked. — But my dear friend, 
could you imagine that I enquired after the Jl ate of 
your mind according to the common acceptation of the 
word? (how. impertinent muftj have appeared !) 
far from it. I only defired to know what pa fled in 
your foul, /. e. what fpiritual bleffings you had 
both from without and within, that I might fhare 
them with you ; and this I was emboldened to do 
by the fweet account you had given in your former. 
- D 5 letter. 



i 



[74l 

letter, of the blcffings you enjoyed at BriftoU 
The Lord refrefh your foul continually with the 
rich ftreams of his redeeming love, and may hi* 
everlafting arms be beneath you ! I know your 
prefent ftate, of hanging as it were in fufpenfe be- 
tween the vifible and invifible world, is a difpen- 
fation big with divine love ; and was I to pray for 
you that prayer which my foul moft loves, it would 
be y " that you Jhould lie in the hand of God as an 
" inftrument, without felf activity or own choice* 
* c tilUhe will of God was perfected in you." This 
would be the prayer of pure love and enlightened 
faith \ but if I defcended to the tendernefs of fen- 
fible friendfhip, I fhould afk your fpeedy recovery. 
If it fhould be given me to fee you again in this, 
world of vanity and woe, I {hall be thankful, and 
perhaps it may be fo : but I know not — fomething 
feems to whifper me that the thread both of your 
life and mine is nearly fpwn. For my part, I have 
within thefe few days had a fweet call to eternity, 
by a fudden and violent diforder in my ftomach and 
bowels (called according to the fafhionable phrafe 
a nervous cholick) which feems to have fet me a 
good way forwards on my journey : happy pain ! 
kind meflenger ! Oh my friend, 1 have nothing 
but mercies to tell you of. So fupported \ Such 
wondrous grace ! Such boundlefs love ! / all fin 
and mifery. The Saviour all tendernefs and mercy. 
The probable approach of death delightful. No 
fi ing remaining. No clog upon my chariot-wheels. 

Mercies 
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! Mercies too from without which I had never be- 
i fore experienced in a* time of ficknefs% The Rev, 
! Mr. *** praying. and finging by my bed, with 
1 fuch power of faith and love, fuch unflion from 
above ! Does this hurry the fpirite ? Does this en- 
danger ? How far from it ? I proteft not only my 
foul rejoiced, but even my body grew better as he 
prayed. Do not fail to thank God on my behalf, 
and pray for me that I may not be ungrateful to 
fuch amazing'mercy- I have had your Dr. ***» 
and find much fellowfhip of fpirit wkh him, but 
fear he will think me impertinent : for I catched at 
every opportunity of talking to him as a fellow tra- 
veler. I would fain have engaged him in a clofe 
converfetion, but he feems too referved. May the 
Lord Jefus preferve you, fweeten every pain, and 
make you to rejoice continually with joy unfpeak- 
able and full of glory. 

*¥unen Yowr cvfr~afft8ioneU end obHgtd Friend 9 
I75k * * 
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June 15, 1755. 



yOUk very kind and partial letter has pain* <* 
me extremely, but I hope it has- been made ^ 
means of humbling my foul before God* Ho^ 
little do I deferve that you fhould write tome i*» 
this manner ? Alas you do not know me ; I an* 
lefs than the leaft of all the mercies of God ; do 
not, Ibefeechyou, think fo highly of me, it really 
makes me afhamed of myfelf. Oh that I could 
be lower than the duft ! Qh that I could .fhrink 
into nothing at the. prefence of my God! The 
way too in which you fpeak of- yourfelf, puts me 
in a> ftrange dilemma. I dare not pay religious 
compliments, and yet how {hall I write to you as 
if I believed you ? How much greater has your crofs 
of ficknefs been than mine ? So long* fo lingering, 
fuch inconveniencies as it lays you under ; but yet 
this is certainly mexcufe for a foul, taught of GW, 
Qsyour's is, to wifh its removal. Do you indeed 
wijh for any thing but fan&ification ? Surely, my 
dear friend, you wrong yourfelf, it cannot be. 
Oh remember the glorious path you have often 
pointed out to me, of perfaSt refignation 5 I have 
confidered you as a pattern to me, particularly in 
this. I muft not think that you have any " re- 
<c luftance to bear the crofs j" it would wound 
my heart too much. Do I not know, that you 
IgveGod above all. things? Do I not know the 

fincere 




I 77.] 

focere defires of your foul after holinefs ^ And it 
thwe any way in the fpiritual life, which fo imme- 
diately leads to holinefs, as willing fujfering ? 
Happy are thofe to whom God gives the grace of 
d$ing much for him, for his caufe, for his people* 
but fen times more bleffed are they who fuffer with 
Chrift. Is there a joy abfolutely pure ? It is that 
of fuffering. Oh did we but know the healthy the 
peace,, the life that is at the bottom of every bitter 
. cup ; with what alacrity fliould we drink it ? 
With what thankfulnefs, nay, with tears of joy, 
fhould we cry* Lord, what unbounded mercy, 
what aftoniflung grace is this, to, a worm, like mc ; 
that / fliould be led in this mojt excellent way ; 
that/fhould be made to tread in thofe foopftcps 
which are moji eminently thine ? Deareft Saviour, 
fweet is thy crofs, fweet is thy thorny crown; 
thy. (tripes, thy wounds, thy pain, more delightful 
than beds of rofes. Let other fouls glory ill 
mount Tabor, my joy fhall be to ftay with Thee on 
mount Calvary,, that I may be made conformable 
to thy death. Such would be the language of a 
foul truly fenfible of the great benefit of fuffering, 
and embracing, with fweet complacency, the crofs, 
which thus united it with its Redeemer. May 
this be the language of your foul and mine ; then 
fhall we be found unfhaken in the fiery trial, and 
come out as gold purified feven times. But, after 
all, what fuffering have I had in this illnefs? It 
cm fcarce be called fuffering, when God fenfibly 

fupports 
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fupports* The fuffering is when he hides his face 9 
withdraws his helping hand, and leaves the foul 
(as it were alone) in pain or in affiidion, to ftruggle 
with the powers of darknefs, which at fuch a time 
eagerly befet it. This I have fometimes known^ 
and this is Suffering indeed.— I have the fame con- 
fidence in God for my dear Mr. *** that you 
have : was I to be removed I doubt not but it would 
be made a means of good to his foul ; but it feems 
at prefent to be the will of God that I fhould con- 
tinue fome time longer. My inward weaknefs is 
not fo great, and my pain, though pretty conftanr, 
is fo flight that 'tis fcarce worth the mentioning. I 
thank God that your health is returning, and truft 
we {hall meet again on this fide the river ; but in 
the mean time pray earneftly for me. I fear eafe 
more than pain. Farewel ! May you and I con- 
ftantly join In this prayer, <€ Thy will be done in. . 
« us, and by ua, in time and in eternity !" 

Tour tver-obligtd and affeflionate Friend^ 



My 
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My dear Friend, 



7«fyi> 1756. 



', 



/ 



I Received your letter with much thankfulnefs, 
for I began to be very uneafy at not hearing from 
you in fo long a time ; and you have for thefe two 
days lain with fuch a weight on my fpirit, that I 
knew not how to account for it. I well know the 
manner in which the praife you bellowed was meant, 
but you know not how I dread felf-complacency ; 
and therefore though I often find that praife really 
humbles me (juft as your own companion well de- 
fcribes) yet it gives me a pain I know not how to 
cxprefe. I have indeed often heard you fpeak thofe 
words you mention, but they never afFe&ed me 
tiU n6w: and did you fpeak them in " the bitter- 
" flieft of your foul ?"•— Call me no more your 
friend i I am not worthy the name. How often 
have I heard them with unconcern, looking on 
them only as words of courfe, a kind of common- 
place humility. Will you forgive me ? I promife 
you for the future I will pay more attention to every 
thing you fay ; I will not by the grace of God be 
fo indolent and fo faithlefs in the things which con- 
cern you as I have been. I know I am apt to 
think too highly of thofe I love, and I hate to be 
difturbed in the thought. You cannot imagine 
how ingenious I am in cafting thefe burdens from 
zne: a latent fear of difplealing, and a fsuTe hu-' 

mility, 
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mility, furniih me with arguments. " Why ffioukf 
J* / pretend to fpeak fo and fo, to people fo much 
" more advanced in grace than myfelf?" Notcon- 
fidering that God can work by the weakeft and 
moft unworthy. But cannot I pray ? Oh my friend, 
if ever I have been wanting in ardent prayers for 
you, furply I -hope never to be fo again: that 
communion of fpirit which I have with you in the 
life of Ghrift, (hall I truft add wings to my prayers 
on your behalf, and gain new degrees of ftrength 
to my own foul. 

Your laft letter is a comfortable earneft to me* 
that I fhall at leaft have one companion in the way 
which God has fet me to walk in, the way of tht 
crofs 9 the inward crucifixion y as youfo juftly call 
it : (thanks be to God for this refrefhment to my 
fpirit!) Many fpeak of this, and becaufe St. Paid 
mentions the being crucified* £sV. with Cbriftj 
they preach about and.about it ; but I fee plainly 
that you not only fpeak but feel — And do ,you 
know fo much of the bitternefs of the creature ? 
The Lord be praifed ! May you daily know it more 
and more ! I am fure this experience will only make 
the hidden manna the fweeter : and I an} equally 
fure that thofe bitter draughts are abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to every foul that would wholly give, itfelf 
up to God. 'Tis eafy to talk of the will being 
perfe&ly refigned, fwallowed up in the will of 
God, &c. and while this only flpats as a notion. U* 

that 
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je braiii, no great firfFerings will attend it. But 
'hen the foul really feels what this implies* that rt 
a being cut off from the creature, from felf, from 
le workings of imagination, from fenfible corn- 
et, then it knows indeed what it is to fuffer, then 
fights as it were in the midft of the fire. Every 
lought rauft be brought into obedience to Chrift ; 
nd God effe<9s this in the foul as> it is able to bear 
: : firft one trial comes., then another ; one ftrikes 
tlove of the creature, another at felf-Jove, a third 
tfpiritual prides and the fight continues till Chrift 
as brought down all his enemies* and led captivity 
aptive. And to attain this ftate of glorious liber - 
f, who would not rejoice to fuffer? What a 
award muft he be who would fly from a field of 
itde, where to die is to conquer? Oh what 
tefled encouragements has a chriftian to fight man- 
illy ! Let us not be weary or faint in our minds* 
e have not yet refilled. unto blood driving againft 
15 but let us not fail to do it. Have we not a 
;ptain who treads all the powers of death and hell, 
ider his feet ? Is he not Jehovah mighty to fave ? 
nd has he not promifed that he will fave even to 
e uttermoji? The way we have to travel is in- 
;ed long, and there are lions in it ; but what of 
at ! Jefus the deliverer is with us, and nothing 
all hurt* us. 

Through Jefus we can all things do, 



< 
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all things fuffer, all things conquer, and wh 
would wc more ? Farewel, may the peace of C 
be with you, and make your foul to reft on him.- 

Tour ever obliged and affefiionate 

Friend and Servant y 
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Wednefday Nighty February 13, 1754. 

Cold has been the means of preventing 
me from fpending the evening in the 
very trifling manner which you, my 
dear friend, have been forced to do; 
though I cannot but hope that your mind, in the 
midft of all this noife and nonfenfe, has been en- 
abled to keep itfelf in a irate of recolle&lon, and that 
you are ftill more fully convinced that all, the world 
calls pleafure and gaiety, is mere vanity and vexa- 
tion of fpirit. — I thank you for your letter, it has 
given me great fatisfa&ion, and frelh caufe to praife 
God on your account ; I rejoice in your joy, and 
may our gracious and kind Redeemer increafe arid 
eftablifh your joy and peate in believing ! You 
have indeed the utmoft reafon to be thankful that 

fuch 
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fudi a work of mercy has been begun in your foul] 
and fear not but that blefled Spirit who- has con- 
vinced you of fin, and lead you to look to tl 
only means of deliverance, will perfed* the worl 
he has begun ! What a happy fign, that you 
already lay hold on and apply the promifes to your 
felf! O continue inftant in prayer for ftill 
degrees of faith ; and fhun as you would the mi 
deadly poifon, every aftion, word, and thought* 
which is contrary to the Spirit of God V And al- 
ways* refleft with the moft thankful heart- on die 
love of Chrift to your foul : think that our merci* 
ful Saviour is more ready to hear than we to pray * 
think with what joy the father received the return- 
ing prodigal, and be allured that you and /, and 
every returning finner y will be received with tiip 
fame joy, cloathed with die fame glorious robes* 
and {hall be admitted to fit down at the fame foafi* 
even the marriage-fupper of the Lamb I 

/ am with the utmojl tendernefs^ 

Tour ever-affeftionate and faithful Eriend> . 



M, 
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■ Wednefday Night, March 20, 1754. 
Uar'Frimdi 

rejoiced and blefs God that your mind was 
. happy a ftate, while your body was in the 
>f folly and confufion : you obferve very 
that thofe diverfions zxe-abfolutely unfit for 
» is feeking falvation. Nothing indeed can 
; contrary to the fpirit of the go/pel, than 
e world calls polite amufements. What can 
e abfurd than for one who defires to be a 
r (that is, in reality one) wha defires the mind 
iras in Cbri/l> who defires that jujiification 
b, which alone can produce in the. heart 
e humility and meeknefs, that deadnefs to 
Id, that conflant refignation to God, and 
defire to do his will which was in Ghrift: 
furdity it is for fuch a perfon as this (in all 
avagance and glare of drefs) to bejivimming 
)ing about a room, and wifhing perhaps to 
e attention and admiration of the moil vile 
ligate part of the human fpecies ? What ab- 
ov fuch a perfon as this to fit in that houfe, 
> as much devoted to the devil as the church 
od, for three - hours together, to hear ob- 

at which a virtuous heathen would have 
? _ If you a(k twenty of the people who do 
lings whether they are chriftians, nineteen 

will anfwer, they are chriftians to be Jure! 

what 
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what do you think of them ? Or if they are n< 
now quite fo good as they ought to be, they hop 
to be better by and by ! But can a foul which tru, 
and fmcercly feeks after falvation do thefe things 
No certainly, not willingly : though they may b 
particular circumftances, as the being under th 
direction of hufbands or parents, be fometiatc 
obliged to appear at the courts of vanity, yet thei 
hearts will even there be fixed tohere their everlafl 
ing treafure is ; and they will, like the three me 
who would not worfhip the golden image, fcrail 
their" God in the midft of the fire.— When the Sp 
rit of God has wrought in a foul this hatred of t\ 
vanities it ufed to delight in, it has reafon to rejoi< 
indeed. What greater mark of the love of God 
a fouly tnafi His having thus drawn it to delight aboi 
all things in himfelf ? If we love a friend, we d 
fire and ftrive that this friend may return our lo\ 
and joy and delight in us : and amazing condefce 
fion ! will the Creator of all things vifible and i 
vifible, the God who called angels and archang 
into being, thus deal with us poor Jinful worms 
the earth ? What heart can withftahd fuch lov< 
What heart but muft at this thought fink into t 
duft, and lofe itfelf in wonder, joy, and adoratioi 
I have time for no more. Adieu. 



Wednefa 
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Wednefday Nighty March 27, 1754. 



. T Do take delight, indeed, my dear, in giving 
i you any information or comfort that lays in my 
]' power ; and at the fame time the thought that /, 
[". unworthy as I am, mould be made in the haft in- 
ftrumental to the good of another, makes me 
Ihrink into nothing in the fight of that God, whofe 
free bounty and mercy has thus bleffed me. I 
often wonder, when I reflect on the pride, the 
hardnefs, the felf-fufficiency, and exceflive vanity 
of my heart, at the greatnefs of that power which 
lias begun to work fo great a change, that I once 
fo felf-righteous and full of merit, fo elated with 
the pride of reafon, that I could explain away all 
the gofpel terms of falvation, and truft almqft 
wholly in the candour and goodnefs of my own heart, 
fhould now be brought to lie down at the foot of 
the crofs, defpoiled of all my merit, fenfible of the 
corruptions of that heart I once thought clean, and 
hoping for mercy only through the merits of a cru- 
cified Redeemer, is an amazing aft of mercy on 
God's part, and calls for conftant returns of grati - 
tude and thankfulnefs on mine. This change too 
of inclination, which you now experience, de- 
mands the fame from you. I hope you will have 
an opportunity of being ftrengthened and encou- 
raged on Saturday, by Mr. J3. My beft refpecfe 
to him. I with him to be continually incrcafed in 

every 
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even* good word and work. Whenever he has; 
time, it will give me great fatisfhetion to fee hiirif* 
I will wait on him as foon as I poflibly can. May 
the divine grace be ever manifefting itfelf in your 
heart. Adieu. 



<#K*M*M*><*><*K*><»M*M # M*> 



jyLeJfed are they that mourn, for they Jhall be 
comforted ! Blejfed are they, who hunger and 
tbirjl after righteoufnefs, for they Jhall he filled. 
Thefe are the words of the God of truth ; and can 
you then, my dear friend, be difcou raged becaufe 
you are now mourning after this God, who only 
hides himfelf from you, that you may more ear- 
neflly feek him ? — Heavinefs may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the morning. There cer- 
tainly is no heavinefs like this heavinefs : when a 
foul has been fenfible (though in the leaji degree) 
of the influences of the fun of righteoufnefs, anc 
finds his all-cheering beams withdrawn, how pain- 
ful, how heavy is the darknefs ! This is indeec 
darknefs that may be felt : but when the joy re- 
turns, what peace ! what happinefs ! Look, m] 
dear, on the material fun, obferve how all th< 
creation around you is brightened and gladdena 
when he ihinesj and be allured, that on you 

earnef 
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neft feeking after Chrift, he will in like manner 
le again on your foul, and make it glad with 
light of his countenance. 

As to the hinderance you at prefent meet with 
m Mifs B. it is a crofo which you muft bear with 
ience, and fear not but God will ftrengthen you 
ier it : ufe her with all meeknefs, and ftrive to 
i her by love : poor dear trifling girl, how I 
y her ! How does fhe know that God will give 
r the " by and by" fhe talks of ? — I doubt not 
t fhe has generofity In her temper ; try to work 
Dn that, by reprefenting the ingratitude fhe is 
Ilty of, in making fuch returns to that God who 
i done fo much for her. But above all pray for 
-, and tell her that you pray for" her : don't re- 
d her laughter \ we muft hope that there will 
ne a day when God of his infinite mercy will fo 
ch her heart, that this laughter will be turned 
> tears, and her fcorn of you into thanks, for 
at fhe will then fee was the higheft inftance of 
ndfhip. — Come if you can on Saturday, and if 
fs B. likes to come with you, don't fcruple to 
ig her ; tell her I fhall be very glad to fee her.— 
ir not, only believe ! * 

Your ever-affeftionate 
Vednefday Night, 

April 1754. * * 
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Julyi^ 1754- 

T Am very glad, my dear, that your mind isitt 
fo happy a ftate, and that you feem to have fe 
true a fenfe of the littlenefs of all the world calk 
great and defirable. The love of God and the 
love of the world are dire&Iy oppofite to each other* 
and therefore St. John fays, If any man love ibt 
world, the love of the Father is not in him : this 
is a Cure rule to try ourfelves by. We may talk 
well, and perhaps act well in fome outward things* 
nay perhaps be zealous for the genuine do&rines 
of the gofpel, yet all this while, if the love of the 
world remains in our hearts, we may be very cer- 
tain we are no chriftians. — I fear you have not 
much opportunity of being alone, but fee froth 
your letter you make good ufe of that you have; 
however God is both able and willing to prefcrvc 
(either alone or in company) the foul which coa- 
itantly looks towards him. I was* afraid your be- 
ing at *** might hurt you, but thank God I find 
I had no caufe for fear : you feem I think rather to \ 
advance than go back. Give God the glory f For * 
whatever of good is in you is all from his free and 
boundlefs mercy ; and ceafe not conftantly to fight, 
in the ftrength of your Redeemer, againft every 
fin, and fear not but he will fet you free, take off 
the heavy burden you complain of, and cloath you 
with his perfetf rigbteoufnefs. Adieu. 

Monday 
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.Monday^ Augujlify 1754. 

f Deferred writing, my dear, hoping to have {ten 
you on Saturday: I am glad you have fo juft a no- 
tion, of earneftly ftriving againft fin ; and fear not, 
but go on in the ftrength of your Redeemer, and he 
prill afliiredly bring all your enemies under your feet : 
to be delivered (as you are) from the love of fin, 
is one great ftep towards being delivered from the 
power of it. When temptations aflault you, im- 
mediately look to Chrift ; and when you have been 
wreak enough to yield to them, fly to the blood of 
Ijftinkling, which is indeed the only thing in hea- 
iren or earth that can heal your wounded foul. Look 
:ontinually on Jefus Chrift as your Saviour, and 
beg of God to give you an abiding fenfe of his par- 
cloning love^ fo {hall you go on from grace to 
grace, till every thought of your heart is brought 
into obedience to Chrift. Adieu. 



LTOU tell me, my dear, that your prefent 
dark ftate of mind is owing to your thoughts 
Iwelling fo much on worldly obje&s : but carry 
rour fincerity yet a little further, and tell me if it 
s not fome one particular, objeft on which your 
houghts are fixed, and which rivals your Creator 
E 2 in 
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in your heart? I much fear this is the cafe: and 
if fo, you will find it very difficult to conquer. 
But let not any difficulty difcourage you from 
ft living to <c pluck out this right eye, and caft^ 
** from you j" the grace of God is fufficient fo* 
you, his ftrcngth is made perfect in your weaknefs \ • 
and you may depend upon it, that as foon as evie* 
you have given up your idol, the fun of rfghteouf-" 
nefs will again arifc in your foul with healing in hi^ 
wings ; the God of mercy will again be known by? 
you, as your reconciled Father in Chrift ; and th^ 
bit (Ted Spirit will lead and guide, and fill you with* 
that peace which pafles all understanding ; and yoi* 
will walk in all the ordinances of the Lord rejoicing. 

/ am your ever affe&ionatezmi faithful Friend^, - 

Tut/day Mornings •* * 

Jtugujti2j 1755- 
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My deer Friend^ 

T Was concerned to fee you look fo pak on Sun- 
day : I fear you give way too much to fretting, 
and that will be hurtful both to body and foul. 
Was not Mr.B's fermon a means of enlivening you ? 
Did you not long to join the chorus of " Worthy 

" art 
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u art thou O Lord," &c. Mr- V. was much, de- 
lighted, and fo far from being offended at thfe lawn? 
fleeves, we were all pleafed : for 'tis very certain 
ftait people cannot be too much warned of the dan* 
ger of refting either in forms or do&rines. Let your 
opinions or mode of worfhip be ever fo orthodox* 
they profit little while the foul remains a Have to 
every hurtful and foolifh luft ! Let the fociety of 
profeflbrs to which we are joined be eyer fo far from 
antichriftian dodrines, it little avails us while we 
have an antichrift within, a proud heart fettfng it- 
felf up againft Chrift, and an idol temple, where 
intereft, pleafure, and vanity, are exalted in* our 
afie&ions above God. Let you and I, my deaf, 
lake care that our hearts condemn us not in this! 
Let Chrift be " Lord of every motion there!" 
Let us be watchful not to "grieve the bleffed Spirit!" 
but always attentive to the " ftill final! voice," 
which if we ftifle it not, will be heard in our fouls : 
let us be faithful to every degree of grace given un- 
to us, that* fo we may go on from grace to gjory* 
Ihrqugh the merits and mediation of Jcfos. Jttieu. 

Your ever -off eftUnate 



E 3 My 
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Mj dear Frund^ 

VTOUR laft letter gave me great pfeafiire: F 
fincerely rejoice in the happinefs of your fbuf, 
as in that of my own, and I hope God will ftrengthei 
you more and more by his grace, fo that you may 
forfake every thing for him. Above all facrificc 
your own will : let this conftantly be the language 
of your heart, cc Lord not my will, but thine be 
" done." Strive not only to be content, but to 
rejoice in every thing that mortifies your corrupt 
nature : hourly refteft that you are a fallen creature f 
fent into this world for no other end than to be re- 
ftored to that nature which our fir ft father loft, and 
ib be made fit for the kingdom of heaven. Re- 
member that Chrift died for you, that you might 
live wholly to him ; and the more you do this, the 
more you will certainly have of that peace which 
pafleth all underftanding. 

/ am your tviv-afft&ionate Friend^ 

1755- * * 



Saturday 




L*-s 
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Saturday Night: 

T Have company, fa can only juft thank you for 
'* writing to me, and beg of you to keep, your 
Ifideemer conftaatly in the eye of your mind, and, 
fee witt fupport you better than ten thoufand earthly, 
ftknds: he is indeed your ftrength, your lights 
ami will he your everlaAing falvation. -~ I rejoice 
that you were enabled to deny playing at cards, and 
to bear the reproach of (coffers; may the Lord, 
ftttftaotfy ftrengthen you in all things* 

T$ur$ affe£lionQtely % 
« * 



My dear Friend* 

ILLNESS only has prevented my writing to 
you ; and even now I can fcarce tell you how 
greatly I am delighted with the happy ftate of your 
mind, and how thankful I am that your outward 
afflictions have been fo blefled to your foul. Though 
I am very weak flill, I am better than I have been, 
fo don't be uneafy on my account : let us both bo 
thankful in all conditions ! 

Your affegionttt Friend* 

E 4 * * 
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My dear Friend^ 

1 Have read Mr. B's letter, and think it exceed- 
ingly pretty ; the ftile is eafy and flowing, the 
language foft and affecting, the fentiments he ex- 
preffes, in regard to his friend and yourfelf, very 
beautiful : but what is all this to the purpofe ? Or 
how can this convince you that you ought to gift 
up thofe means of grace which you have found fe 
extremely beneficial to your foul, in order to make 
a proper wife for Mr. C. ? 'Tfe true there are 
feveral aflertions in Mr. S's letter, defigned to fhew 
the reafonablenefs of your making the promifcj 
but aflerting and proving are two things. What- 
ever has the appearance of argument in this letter 
may, I imagine, be reduced to thefe heads : jj> 
That it is abfollitely wrong for-any member of the 
church of England to attend the meetings of fepa* 
ratfifts. %dly y That in the church of England a 
foul may find every thing neceflary for its attaining 
the higheft degrees of faith and holinefi. ytty^ Th*t 
Mr. IV. is a feparatift ; and Afthly, That your 
having any acquaintance with him will hurt Mr. 
€. both in his temporal, intcreft, and in his cha- 
racter as a mtnifter.— The opinion I had conceived 
of Mr. B. was very high, .1 imagined him actuated 
by that fpirit of univerfal love, which is the firft 
and ruling principle of every foul that is born of 
Qod ; and I make no doubt but this is his real cha- 
racter : however (in this affair) he mayfeem to in- 
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dine to a partial felfi/b orthodoxy. Could th» 
church of England be proved to be the only church 
of Cbrijly there might be fome reafon for the great 
cry of fchifm which we hear fo much of: but 
what is fhe more than one of the moft unexception- 
able of thofe many dwifions into which the univer- 
61 church is broken I And therefore a. reparation 
from her, though caufelefs, or from miftaken mo- 
tives, cannot properly be called making a fchifm in 
'the ebmreb of Cbrift. For my part (but I fpeak k 
with fubmiffion to Mr. B's judgment) I apprehend, 
that the only real and dangerous fchifm is the want 
of that fpirit of love, which makes us to rejoice in 
whatever ie good and excellent in people of all de- 
nominations, and ready to receive good even of 
thofe who moft differ from us in ceremonies and 
opinion. And why a perfon of this fpirit (fuppofe 
ene in communion with the church of England) 
may not be allowed fometimes to hear a minifies 
among the Prefbyterians r or any other feft, if they 
find this minifter's preaching bleft to their fouls, I 
cannot imagine. What St. Paul fays in regard to 
giving offence to weak brethren, is often quoted 
to prove what it has nothing to- do with, as I think 
it is in the prefent cafe : for St. Paul furely does 
not mean that he negleded thofe things which 
were profitable to bis foul, for fear of giving of- 
'fence to the weak, but that he refrained from out- 
ward things (fuch as making no difference in meats, 
tfc.) which he as ftrong in faith knew^to be wholly 
E 5 indifferent, 
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indifferent, left his example fliouW tempt thoft 
who were weak to do things by which their con- 
sciences might be wounded. — As to Mr. B'$ fe* 
cond argument, in ent finfe of it I fincerely and 
heartily agree with him : the homilie9, the article* 
and liturgy of the church of England* doubtlefs do 
contain all the do&rinet nectfiary to faith and ho- 
linefs. But alas, how little are thefe do&rines re* 
garded either in preaching or pra&ice, by the ge- 
nerality of her minifters ! Let any one who ha* 
the leaft degree of ferioufnefe, look round the 
churches of London* will he not fee the people for 
the moft part repeating an excellent fett of prayers* 
juft as a parrot repeats a fong ; and the minifter 
giving forth doflrines from the pulpit, as diredtly 
contrary to thofe prayers as darknefc is to light* 
This is fo plain a matter of faA that it cannot be 
contradi&ed ; and it is as notorious, that whenever 
any minifter in the church of England begins to 
preach her real doftrines, and live up to her pre- 
cepts, he is immediately called a Metkodijl. This 
name is given to him as a reproach, but as it 
comes upon him for fpeaking the truth, it is in fa£t 
a glory. Ever fince Chrift was upon earth, real 
christians have had a nick-name ; but furely no one 
who is fincerely bent to follow him can regard this: 
I doubt not but Mr. B. bknfelf is called a Metbodtji* 
But I now come to Mr. B's third argument, that 
910ft dreadful charge laid againft Mr. W* that he 
is a feparatij^ This charge has been repeated over 

and 
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and ever *g*n> but has never yet been dearly 
proved. If four walls, with a fteeplc and bella* 
WW the church of England* Mr. W. might with 
fan* fliadow pf reafon be fai4 to have feparaised 
team it, becaufe he fejdom preaches in thefe place*; 
fot this i* *Q fault of his, for he will gladly preach' 
in any of them, when their refpe&ive minifters will 
kt him ; and be was never denied preaching in what 
ii called a- church, till he ftrongly infifted on that- 
4$8rin* for which the martyrs of the reformation 
laid down their lives, and which is the very fundar 
mental do&rine of the church of England 9 jujiifi* 
tftio* by faith. Any one who would read Mr. ff& 
Appeal* with a fincere and impartial fpirit, would I 
believe be fully convinced that this charge again ft 
him could not ftand. — As to the hurt your being 
acquainted with Mr.. /F. might do to Mr. C 9 
in his temporal intereft, it depends intirely upon 
himfelf. If he preaches to his people fmooth things 
and prophecies deceits y if he Joins with them in their - 
inn$cent amufemenu % which lull fouls afleep, and. 
keep them in an utter ignorance of their fall and 
their redemption till they awake in a miferable eter-v 
ftity \ go jw where you will, not a dog will move 
ka tongue againft him, nor will the generofity of 
|us parishioners be in the lead abated towards him ; 
tnd all they fay of him will only be pur man I 
what pity that fuch a good-natured good fort of a 
man fhouU have fuch a fad wife. But do I think 
Mr. C will aftin this manner? No* -certainly X 

da 
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do not. 1 verily believe, from what you yourfelf 
have faid of him, that he intends to prove himfelf 
a true minifter of Chrift, that he will 1 boldly and 
earneftly call Tinners to repentance, and that hi* 
life and converfation will be wholly agreeable te 
his preaching : and if this is the cafe, though yo« 
•were never to fee Mr. W, again, Mr. C. wouU 
be called a Method! ft y the greateft part of his pa* 
j4£hioners would cry out againft him, and in all 
probability their generofity towards him would greatly 
decreafe. So that confider the affair in what light 
you will, you* being acquainted with Mr. IV. 
cannot materially hurt Mr. C. And as. to the 
.cbje&ion. of this acquaintance calling a reproach 
on your hufband's miniftpy, 'tis quite needlefs j for 
it is not to be fuppofed, if Mr. C. be the man yoa 
can approve of for a hufband, that you will leave 
his church when he himfelf preaches, to go aftci 
any other minifter whatever y and whatever yoa 
may do of this kind at proper opportunities, will I 
doubt not be fo guided by chrift i an prudence, that 
he as a good and a pious man cannot reasonably ob- 
ject to it. But at prefenb you and Mr. C. know 
very little oi each other, and he certainly had ho 
right to' propofe fucb terms as thefe to you, till he 
bad given you frequent opportunities of judging 
whether, his heart and. fentiments were fuch as you 
could intirely approve of. For my part, by the little 
X can judge in this affair* I believe him to be a good 
tinia fincert man, and I heartily wilh him happy.,' 
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and that with yo» 9 if it can be brought about with- 
out your doing any thing to wound your confidence. 
In the mean time, whether this affair is ever con- 
cluded upon or not, frequent converting together 
in the fpirit of chriftianity, may be a blefling ta 
both : and how is it poflible for you to give a direft 
anfwer to a man, till you are in feme meafure ac- 
quainted with him, and can judge of his temper 
and difpofitions ? I was quite delighted with the 
foftnefs and affe&ion for you with which your pappa 
mentioned this affair to me laft night : if you fay 
any thing of my writing to you, give my refpefte 
to him and -your mamma* with love to Mifs B. 
and believe me 

Tour faithful 
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To Mr. * * * • 




8 T is, I affure you, the greateft joy to me 
L to hear the happy turn which, by the grace 
of God, you have been enabled to take ; 
and I iincerely beg of God to increafe 
and ftreqgthen you more and more in the paths of 
xighteoufneis and peace : but remember, that true 
and vital religion rauft be built on this foundation! 
viz, a full convidion of our abfolute incapacity to 
help ourfelves, and the all-fufficiency of our Re- 
deemer. I am delighted that you have bought ' 
Mr. Law's Spirit of Prayer ; though there are in 
this book fome fpeculative errors, yet I doubt not 
but you wilhreceive great benefit from the many 
excellent things there are in it. I wifh I could fee 
JW $tea» but *» thai cauoot be, if at your leifure 
4 hours 
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hours you witt write to me on religious fubjeds, on 
the ftate of your own mind, on any difficulties that 
occur to you, you will give me much pleafure. 
Don't be afraid, or think it neceflary to ftudy for 
elegance of ftile, or connexion, but write as if you 
were talking ; and believe it is to a friend who 
dearly loves you, who wiihes your eternal welfare, 
and who is 

Y$ur truly affeftionatc Friend, 

Dtcember i6, 1753. * * 

Cf D ^2 2S C9 55 s> «il Cz S9 ^S Cf ^s ^9 C9 ^a 89 ^3 (S cfl» 

JOIN with me in praifing the free grace and 
mercy of God, which has fo wonderfully dif- 
played itfelf in your foul ! I don't know whethei 
your letter moft aftonMhed or delighted me ; but 
this I am fure of, that I don't know how enough 
"to exprefs my thankfulnefs to God in your behalf 
The means fo weak too !* Nothing but a book put 
into your hands, which-thoufands might have read 
without regarding it. No examples of vital religion 3 
no one to urge or encourage you to feek redemp- 
tion ! But the Almighty can indeed work by tte 
wcakeft means, and the poorcft inforujnent > nothing 

18 
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is too hard for the Lord : and Oh may he perfeft 
the work he has begun ! — Oh gracious and ever- 
Heffed Redeemer, continue thy mercy to this bro- 
ther of my foul ; convince him more and more of 
the dreadful ftate he b in by nature, and the abfb- 
Jute neceffity of juftification by feith alone ! Oh 
juftify him freely ; grant him redemption through 
thy blood, the forgivenefs of fins according to the 
riches of thy grace \ Fill him with all peace and 
joy m believing, and give him to go on in thy 
ftrength, till he arrives at that fulnefc of faith here, 
and in the end to that eternal glory hereafter, which 
thou haft purchafed for thoft who love thee ! 
Atnen^ Anten% 

I rejoice in your dtftrkig to receive the facrament. 
The only preparation required of us is repentance, 
faith, and love — love to God and all mankind. 
I would advife you to read immediately Mr. Law's 
Jnfwer to the Plain Account, &c. of the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper : this will explain the nature of this 
bleffed ordinance to. you, better than any book I 
know of. I have wrote out a little catalogue of 
books which I make my conftant ftudy, and which 
I hope wjll be .yours, always remembering, that 
the Bible is to be efteemed by us infinitely beyond 
any human compofitions, let them be ever fo ex- 
cellent. Other books! (hall occafionally recom- 
mend to you, as they benefit my own mind, or 
W proper ior.tbe.fttte of yours.wA$.io iomas of 

prayer 
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prayer in your private devotions, you have no oc- 
cafion for them, nay they would only be a means 
of keeping back your foul in its progrefs towards 
the fpiritual life, the life which is hid with Cbrift 
in God. Pray from your own heart. There is np> 
need of elegance of expreffion, ojt connexion, t? 
make a prayer acceptable to God. The defire of 
the heart is its prayer $ and that once fincerely turned 
to God, will certainly receive an anfwer of peace.*-** 
When you fifft awake, fbive to fix your mind im- 
mediately on God : let the firft book you open be 
the New Tejlamtnty there re*4» n °t fevefal chap- 
ters, but juft fo much as you find will be food A4? 
ficient for prefent meditation. If the firft verfe 
you read particularly affefts you, don't diffipate the. 
idea by reading further, but clofe the book, and 
let that verfe have its full effect on your mind* 
When you fall on your knees before the Almighty* 
recoiled the dangers and temptations you are moft 
likely to fall into that day, and particularly pray to 
be kept by the grace of G^xl in each of them. 
Earneftly pray for power over the fin which moft 
edily befets you. But above all things drive at 
your morning and evening prayers to gain the moft 
lively fenfe of your own nothingnefs, nay to feel that 
you are even woife than nothing, that you are by 
your fallen nature fold under fin, and deferving no* 
thing at the band of God but eternal punifhment; 
and when your mind is deeply impreffed with this 
confideration, then look to the lamb of God who 

taketh 
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takcth away the fins of the world. There fee the 
power by which your fallen nature may be reftored : 
there fee the blood by which you are cleanfed from 
all fin : there fee the full redemption purchafed for 
you, and ftrain every faculty of your foul eagerly 
to lay hold on this redemption : and be allured that 
the eternal Spirit of God will affift you in thefe 
your prayers. The Spirit itfelf, fays St. Paul y 
maketh intercefEon for us.— In the courfe of the 
enfuing day, and in all occurrences, ftrive to keep. 
your heart in a ftate of prayer, always ready to be 
lifted up to God ; and this, even in the hurry of 
bufineft, may be done, and no one be fenfible of it 
.except yourfelf. And be fure, my dear, never 
to omit making ufe of any opportunity of doing 
good which falls in your way, either to the hodies 
or fouls of your fellow creatures : to their hodies, 
by relieving their wants according to the ability 
which God giveth you ; to their fouls, by fitting 
them an example of humility, meeknefs, and love. 
And this I would particularly wifh you to do in re- 
gard to Mr. T'$ family : this will do more good 
than ten thoufand words.— At night follow the fame 
rule as in the morning ; only examining, before you 
beg the prote&ion of God for the night, every ac- 
tion of the paft day : what good you have done, 
what left undone, what faults you have been guilty 
■of, what mercies you have received, and accordingly 
addrefe yourfelf to the father of mercy. 



i 
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I have time to fay ho more atprefent. Continue 
to write to me, and fail not to pray for 

Tour evir-tffi&hnatt 
Decembtr 22, 

'753- * * 
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January 7, 1754. 

T Return my deareft *** thanks for his laft letter ; 
the fatisfaclion which it and the conversation 
we had together on Saturday .gave me, is inex- 
preflible. Ob may you, by the affifting grace of 
God, continue in the happy way you are now in, 
and (till profs forward to higher degrees of faith and 
love. But, my dear, \ou muft not think too highly 
of me j I am one of the moft unworthy objects of 
the free mercy of God, I fiand more, perhaps, in 
need of your prayers than you of mine; you muft 
too pray for me, and we muft both ftrive to increafe 
and ftrengthen each other. I do afiure you I eapeS 
great comfort and benefit from you. You are very 
good to be fo punctual in obferving my directions. 
Mr. Law on the Sacrament I would have you read 
twice over ; Oh that I could perfuade Mr. *** to 
do the fame ! The next time you have any talk 
with him on religious fubjc&s, tell him you will 

n<it 
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not pretend to teach him, but you will pray for 
kim. This may perhaps touch him, his heart is 
naturally tender; I love him dearly, and would 
give all the world to have him think and talk as my 
•** does. — I fhould be glad to know whether you 
WL night, notwithftanding the difagreeable manner 
of the preacher, receiyed any comfort and fatisfac- 
lion from what he (aid : I own I did : his words 
(under all thefe difadvantages) raifed and (length- 
ened me in a remarkable manner ; I wifih it had 
been the fame with you all ; but your expectations 
were fo- highly raifed by the name of ***, that an 
angel would hardly have fatisfied them: and thus 
lhall we be always difappointed, if we look more 
at man than God. The moft famous preacher, 
let his eloquence, his manner, his dodrine be 
ever fo near .perfe&ion, can never make the foul 
taflc the words of falvation, unlefs the Spirit of 
God accompanies and inforces his preaching. And 
the fame bleffed Spirit can make the words of the 
meaneft, the moft defpicable, the moft difagree- 
able preacher of the gofpel, efFe&ual to awaken, 
to convince, and to comfort. But in order to our 
reaping thefe benefits, we muft hear with fincerity 
and with Jinglenefs of intention; not feeking to 
have our outward ears and eyes delighted, but de- 
firing the ftneere milk of the word to nourifh and 
ftrengthen our fouls. Would it not be the higheft 
madnefs to throw away the water of life, becaufe 
it was brought to us in an earthen veffel ? Solomon, 

fays, 
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fays, <c To the hungry foul every bitter thrag ?$ 
c< fcveet." So to the foul which really "hungers and 
thirds after Chrijl and his Tighteoufnefs, the found 
of the gofpel of peace (let the voice which proclaim* 
it be harjh or foft) will be Jweet indeed. Oh may 
you and I, my dear ***, always find it fo to us f 
May that bleffed Redeemer in whom we have 
peace, be dearer to us than light, than life, than 
any thing we can form to our imagination cither 
here or hereafter ! In dangers, in difficulties, in 
temptations, may we ftill look to him as our de- 
fence, our deliverer, our ftrength. He is all in 
all throughout the oracles of God, both in thcOtf 
and New Tejlament ; may he be all in all to our 
fouls ; may we walk by his light, conquer by his 
firength, and in the end be joyful partakers of that 
everla&ing felicity which he has prepared for thofe 
that love him. This is the conftant wifh and 
prayer of 

Your affeclionate 

* * 



My dear ***, 

VTOUR laft letter has given me a frefh (atisfao- 
tion, and I thank you for it, and for all the 
friendly and good-natured things you fay to me. 
Your anfwer in regard to Mr. •** pleafes me ex- 
tremely, 
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tremely, and I cannot be enough thankful to God 
for the happy dHpofition I find in you to benefit by 
•tveiy thing. 1 thjnk you wiH be quite right to go 
j 4© «hfe *** now and then on a Sunday evening, 
I when you can do it without danger of Mr. *** 
knowing it. Pray God your diflike to all vain and 
idle converfation may daily increafe. Your obfer- 
tations on Itiilotfon's Sermons are very juft ; -no 
wondtfr, indeed, you found more benefit by hear- 
big the eighth chapter to the Romans: that is a 
moft glorious chapter, and I would recommend it 
to your frequent and ferious perufal. I have tie- 
fired Mr. *** to enquire when there will be a con- 
firmation : he is delighted with the account I have 
given of you. Think, my dear, what happrnefs 
it is to give joy to angels in heaven and good men 
on earth. Had you not great fatisfadion in laft 
Sunday's fermon ? I was almoft tranfported with 
it. — Do you know that your matter has lately in- 
vited Mr. *** to dine with him ; let us truft in 
GckJ that fomething good may arife from this,— All 
the brethren of your foul (as you call them) rejoice 
<m your account, and wifh they could fee and con- 
verfe with you often : I fincerely join in their 
wifhes. 



To 
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*Tp O day I was in hopes to have feen yoih As 
the fummer advances I truft we {ball more 
frequently meet, to encourage and to build up each 
other in the love of God, and all thofe holy tern*: 
pets, which are the fruits an$i Aire evidences of 
living faith, of that faith by which the foul dies to 
the world, and lives only to God ; of that faith by 
which we gain peace and power, peace with God 
from a fenfe of his pardoning love, and power over 
fin. I rejoice that you are happy enough to tell 
me, that you daily find an increafe of faith and 
love in your foul, and that you continue to fhew 
it forth by your works ; this is indeed the way to 
look forward with tranfport to eternity. 



##*iM^*#W*#*##**#*W4#ft**## 



TVednefday Night, February 13, 1754* 

T Read the letter my dear *** left me on Satur- 
day with great pleafure indeed, as it is a proof 
that thofe tempers and difpofitions, which I fo much 
wifh for both in him and myfelf, daily increafe in 
his heart. Sunday I fpent in a manner not quite fo 
profitable as I could have wiihed, though better than 
I expecled. Monday Mr. V. came, and we went 
to Mr. ***, who, I found to my forrow, had had 
all the imprefliins Mr. ***'s fermon had made 

upon 
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*Upon him, intirely effaced by Mr. R 9 who dined 
With him laft Thurfday, and told him it was of no 
confequence whether people lived ftri£Uy or other- 
Wife, if they were only Satisfied in their own minds, 
and thankful for what they enjoyed. This pretty 
eafy religion takes with Mr. *** fo much that he 
is quite delighted with it, and he feems now to be 
fpringing forward in the broad way with frefh ala- 
crity. — Mr. V. ftaid with me till Tuefday after- 
noon, tie made me very happy in his company, 
and he greatly rejoices on your account, 

Saturday the fjtb. 

I received my deareft ***'s charming long 
letter, and have more and more reafoh indeed to 
be thankful to God on your account. Oh how my 
ibid exults in your happinefs, in your increafe in 
faith, and love to Chrift ! — Your conver&tioh 
with the captain dejights me$ no doubt but he re- 
joiced over you — - there you fee the true chriftian 
fpirit. The advice be gave you is excellent : Oh 
may we both be enabled to follow it ! Thofe who 
forfake all for Chrift, \vijl certainly find all in 
Chtift. — As to ***, I would advife you to try 
firft to raifc in him a deftre to receive the facrament, 
before you perfuade him to receive it ; and be ear* 
neft at the throne of grace on his behalf. All proba- 
ble means are to be made ufe of, but it is the Spirit 
of God alone who can convince of fin. — I have 
been lately a good deal affedted with the death of 
F a 
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a lady in this neighbourhood, who led what is 
called an innocent life. Mr. *** attended'her, 
and all his endeavours to convince her were in 
vain: her anfwers were, " Though fhe had not 
" made fuch a fliew of religion as fomt others ^ yet 
. " fhe had done her duty, &c." This is tjie moft 
fatal delufion of all, this blindnefs is the moft dread- 
ful ftace in which a foul can launch into eternity ! 
Can you and I be ever enough thankful to that God 
who has opened our eyes, to fee the things which 
make for our peace ? Was our whole life to be one 
continued a& of praife, it would be nothing in com- 
paiifon to the bleffings we have received ; nay even 
the eternity, which we (hall fpend in continual 
praife) is not enough fully to exprefs all we owe 
to our redeeming God. — Redemption, how much 
is comprehended in this word ! and how fweet does 
it found to a foul fenflble of its wants ! May that pa- 
thetic prayer my dear *** has made for me be heard; 
{hen fhall I experience that fulnefs of redemption . 
for which I long ! Then fhall I indeed be intirely 
dead to the world, to fin, to felf, and alive only 
to Chrift. All this unfpeakable happinefe I as fin- 
cerely wifh to the brother of my foul as to niyfelf ; 

And am his truly offe£lionate 

% * 
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Sunday Afternoon , March 10, 1754. 
My dear ***, 

■T AST night after you were gone, I read your 
letter, -and thought of what you load told me 
wjtfr.the greateft fatisfaftion: what reafon have 
you to be thankful* that God fhould at fo early a 
time of your life convince you of fin y and give you 
to know that you have redemption through Chrift ! 
How might you have plunged into all the follies and 
vifes of youth, .and laid up a large flock for future 
and bitter repentance, had not the free and un- 
bounded grace of God difplayed its power in your 
foul. Oh continue earneftly to feek ftill more and 
more of the fulnefs of Chrift. Think not becaufe 
you have had a fenfe of the pardoning love of God 
jhatryoirare to reft bere\ no, ftill feek for frefh 
evidences of his love to your foul ; prefs forward 
with unwearied diligence towards the mark of the 
high calling of God in Chrift Jefus ; feek and Jlrive 
to g^in the abiding witnefs of the Spirit ; ftrive for 
that perfect renewal of heart by which you may 
fay, " 'Tis no more I that live, but Chrift livcth 
" in me"— You tell me you were aflaulted, fomc 
days after you had this clear fenfe of the mercies of 
God in Chrift Jefus, with doubts and fears ; when- 
ever you are attacked in this manner again, argue 
thus with yourfelf : — " This peace and joy which 
" I felt, this fenfe of forgivenefs fcemed to jne to 
€ « be the work of God upon my foul: but was it 
F 2 " really 



Xi really fo? Might not a warm imagination 3c- 
«« ceive me, or might not the great enemy of fouls 
" transform himfelf into an angel of light, in order 
" to lull me into a fatal fecurity f But have I not 
" an infallible rule to judge by, whether this work 
« was of God? What were the fruits it produced i 
" Did I upon this grow more carelefs and renriB f 
*« Was my jnind puffed up with fpiritual pride? Did 
« I allow myfclf liberties which before I was afraid 
" to take ? — Or did I, on the contrary, watch 
" ftill more diligently agaihft the moft diftant *p» 
*< proaches of An ? Did I find increafing power 
" over fins of the heart, as well as outward fin? 
« Did I find in me a ftill deeper fenfc of my own 
« nothingnefs and the all-fufficiency of my Re- 
« deemer, and a large increafe of the love of God 
« and all mankind f If thefe were the happy fruits 
« of this evidence, I have no caufe to doubt this 
*« work was certainly of God." 

In this manner, my dear, if you will examine 
yourfelf, begging the afliftance of the blefled Spirit 
to enable you to fearch every winding and turning 
of your heart, you can never he deceived, and will 
always be able by the flueld of faith to repel all the 
fiery darts of the devil. I thank you for your af- 
fe&ionate prayer for me (may God return all thofe 
blcifipgs double on your own head) and am 

Tour ever-affeclionaU Friend* 

♦ # 

Widnefday^ 




My dtar ***, 
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Wednefday^ March 2$ y -I754# 



1^ Thank you for the good account yon have given 
. b me of 'Mr*. F 9 s fennon y he himfelf called this 
afternoon, I read your letter to him, and he was 
highly pleated with the , attention which he faid 
you muft have given, to remember the heads of it 
fa exafily: I think it was an excellent one, and 
.doubt not but the grace of God accompanied words 
fo fincerely fpoken as his are, to the hearts of the 
hearers, and hope it was fo to you in particular. 
You tell me you did not in the laft week experience 
.quite fo much joy as before. • You muft not ex* 
£$& it to be always fun-fhine : it is in the fpiritual 
world (in this refped) as it* the natural * and that 
God who knows what is the fitted for us in both, 
orders all, for the beft. David fays, .'< Though 
M heavinefe may endure for a night, joy comet h 
€< - in the morning." This was particularly appli- 
cable to your cafe. 

April 2. 

I have had the pleafure «to day of hearing fome 
fnitrs thrown upon me for the fake of religion. It 
feems I keep a Tabtrnaclt in the houfe : I wifh I did ; 
and am only forry that I have it not in my power to 
give the world more occafion to caft out my name 
as evik 1 hey who will live godly in Chrift Jefus 
flxuft foffcr perfecution in one fhape or other, and 
F 3 to 
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to me it is welcome. You will, my dear **♦, as 
you grow older and your fentiments come more to 
be known, fuffer a good deal of this kind of re- 
proach,— I finterely pray to God that you may be 
enabled not only to take up every crofs that corner 
in the way of your duty, but to bear it joyfully. 

Tuefday, Aprils 

I had the happinefs yefterday of being near two 
hours with Mr. B ; he has the happy art of turn- 
ing every fubjeft that is ftarted into fomething pro- 
fitable ; and the warmth and piety of his own heart 
(hincs out in his words fo much, that they muft 
be cold indeed who cannot be warmed by it. How 
I pity thofe narrow- fpirited people who will con- 
verfe only with thofe of their own denomination J 
What benefit do they lofe by this contraction of 
heart ! Let you and I, my dear ***, fly prejudice 
of all kind as we would poifon. 

April 13. 
I received my dear ***'s letter this morning, 
and return him a.thoufand thanks for all his kind- 
nefs to me. I rejoice in the comfort you received 
Jail Sunday at the facrament : may our merciful 
God grant you a ftill greater increafe to-morrow ! 
I wifh you could have paffed the reft of the day in 
a manner more fuitable to the flate of your mind ; 
and 1 wifli too you could have yefterday heard the 
fermon / did from Mr. *** : it was enough to 

melt 
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mck the hardeft heart, the fufferings of our dear 
Redeemer were fet forth in fo lively and affedting' 
a manner. —You delight me with your expreffiorr, 
« If I fliould be pofleffed of Jefa* I have all." la 
that pofleffion you have all indeed \ and the heart 
which fincerely defires to poffefs Jefus will certainly 
poflefs him. That your defires and mine after this 
vnfpeakable happinefs may continually increafe, is 

She eameft. prayer of 

Xourever-affcttionaU 



3W^^^^^^^^^r^r^^b^^ 



Jprili^ 1754. 

T Did not expedf to fee my dear *** on Saturday, 
for the weather was fo extremely bad, that I 
thought you would make the bed of your way to 
**•• I have read your letter with great pleafure, 
and hope you will continue thus diligently to ex- 
amine the ftate of your own mind ; and that on 
every examination you will find an increafe of that 
" treafure which never faileth." — I rejoice that 
you have been happy enough to fuffer reproach for 
the fake of Chrift, and more efpecially for the grace 
given you to fuffer joyfully. You may depend 
upon it that there is the fame real diftindtion be- 
F 4 tweca 
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tween christians and the world now, that there was 
when our blefled matter raid* " JBecaufe ye are not 
44 of the world, therefore the worjd hateth you." 
And how ought our hearts to exult with praife.and 
thankfgiving, when we can iky ft* are not of the 
world! What unfpeakable happinefe will.it be for 
us to be found (when our Redeemer comes to judg- 
ment) among thoic who were not attained of baat 
in this 4C adulterous and perverfe generation 1" U 
any thing too much to fuller when animated by the 
hopes of having thefe glorious words addreffed to» 
us, " come ye blefled, &fc." 

May 14.. 

I am, now with my poor aunt ***, who is in 
great affliction for the lofe of poor Mrs. G. See 
my dear ***, how little all that is efteemed in this 
world avails, when God is pleafed to lay his hand 
upon us! Here was youth, beauty* riches, friends;, 
but .how as. in a moment was the pofieflbr of all 
thefe cut off! and by a dreadful difeafe brought to 
be the companion of loathfome worms ! Alas, how 
is that fweet fmile which once fat upon her coun- 
tenance* now changed- to ghaftlineft ! How arc 
her fine features and delicate complexion now be- 
come even horrible to behold ! Oh that fome proud 
beauty would here flop, and conllder what (he her- 
fclf muft one day aflfuredly be ! And Oh that this, 
thought might ftrike me ftill with deeper feriouf- 
nefs, that fhe who was my friend, and confident 
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eren from my carlieft youth ; flic whom 1 loved 
with mare than fifter's tendernefs ; is now — alas, 
where is now her precious foul? Dcareft Re- 
deemer, thy grace is all-fufficient, and thy. mer- 
cies infinite ! Is it not now rejoicing -with thee l : 
Were not all thofc helps afforded her by thy bounds 
left lore which (I much fear) even to the laft her 
ill* judging friends denied her? Oh had I but feeft 
her rejoicing in the love of God,, and filled with 
die profpe&s of a bleffed eternity, how would- spy 
foul have joyed in her departure ! How would my 
heart have dilated itfelf with the glorious thought, 
that my friend was delivered from the gilded fnares 
that furrounded her, and gone to Aire and unbounded 
happinets ! And even now I cannot doubt the mer- 
cies of my God ; fa rely we fliall meet again, arid 
join in eternal praifes to the great author of our 
Salvation ! 

/ am with all affettton your faithful Friend,, 

* * 






Mydtarejl 



»** 



T Am obliged to you for your letter, though the 

firft fide of it frighted me extremely. I have 

been fo accuftomed to fee you ftrong in faith and 

*ejoicing in God,., that the very mention of weak 

F 5 faith 
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faith alarmed me ; but thanks be to God, who has 
not fuffered you to be tempted above what you were 
able to bear, but has with the temptation alfo made 
a way for you to efcape : and I hope this trial will 
be a means of making you ftill more watchful. You 
have need to watch and pray always, and more 
efpecially at thofe times when your enemies feem to 
be at peace with you. When we are bleffed with 
the light of God's countenance, and have power 
over the fin which moft eafily befets us, we are 
very apt to be off our guard ; and by being too fe- 
cure, we lay ourfelves open' to danger from that 
grand tempter, who is always watching over us for 
evil ; and if we take not care to keep the loving 
eye of our mind conftantly fixed on that God who is 
always watching over us for good, we muft fall. 
Here all our ftrength lies ; but God will not give 
us this ftrength unlefs we carefully and continually 
feek it : therefore, my dear ***, now the free 
grace of God has again raifed you up, be doubly 
careful in every thought, word, and a&ion, and 
be affured that your merciful Redeemer will be 
ever ready to hear you when you call upon him. 
That his love may daily abound in your heart more 
and more, is the fincere prayer of 

July 12, Tour affctlionate 

*754- 



Monday^ 



My dear ***, 
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Monday, Auguft 5, 1 75421 



yOU are indeed a great ftranger; fure you 
might contrive to call, though it wete but for 
half an hour. — I am glad you heard Mr. ***, for 
to bear him and to profit, to a fmcere f ul is the 
feme thing, I thank God too, that you are in fo 
happy a ftate of mind, and your foul fo charmingly 
alive to God ; that you feem fo much in love with 
holinefs, and fo eagerly preffing after it in all its 
branches : depend upon it, for every degree of ho* 
linefs you gain here, you will alfo gain' a new de- 
gree of happinefs both here and hereafter. The 
nearer the foul is to the image of Chrift, the more 
it will love him, and the more it will be loved by 
him, and by the Father through him : and this 
love is the higheft felicity both of faints and angels. 
Imperfedt (in degree) as it is here below, the foul 
that taftes it would not change it for all that earth 
or heaven could give ; and what then muft it be 
above in the kingdom of eternal glory ! where the 
foul, delivered from this earthly clog, will have 
no hinderances or obftru&ions to the pure love o£ 
God, but will be wholly fwallowed up in iu 



Your *** gave me an account of your yeftcr- 1 

day's convejfation : I congratulate you that you / 
can fia boldly and judicioufly too, fpeak for the * 



<: 
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truth. I pray God to encreafe you in every good! 
word and work,, and am, 

Your evtr-affttiienatt Friend* 

* *, 
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My .dear 

\ Return jpou many thanks for your letters Juffc 
before I received it I was thinking of yog, and 
to tell you v the tttith, with fome fear (occafioned 
by your long abftnee) either that you were grown 
cold tome,, or what was infinitely worfe, were 
grown cold to the ways of God y but your truly 
chriftian letter difpelled all my fears,, and I rejoice 
and give thanks to our heavenly Father for his 
gteat and manifold mercies to your, foul! — I wifh 
I could have feen you often alone in your laft ill- 
nefs, but that you know was impoffible : however, 
the fmaU time X was with you gave me the utrnoft 
fatisfa&ion,- and I cannot be enough fenfible of the 
goodneft of my God,, that I (weak and unworthy 
as I ani) fljould be made an inftrumentofifuch in- 
creafe of comfort to you. Had you then died* 
you would doubtle& now be tinging praifes to God, 
and theXamb 3 but as you are fuffer'd to continue 

longer 



1 



Ibngcr upon earth, it is to thi$ end, that you 
(hould approve yourfelf a faithful fervant to God, 
in the midft of this- crooked and perverfe genera- 
tion, that you fliouM fhine as a light in the world*, 
and by fpendmg yourfelf in the ftrvtce of God 
here, mcreafe your capacity of happinefc hereafter. 
God is merciful to you in a peculiar maimer. To- 
be kept as you are* when fo much engaged In bu- 
finefi* and with fo» few opportunities of attending 
die means of grace, calls for the utmoft gratitude 
on your part; therefore let no occafion paft by un- 
heeded, of fhewing. your love to that Redeemer, 
who has thus faved you from fin and die We of. 
the world. All you can: do, is by far too finall a. 
return for fuch unbounded goodnefs. Your prc- 
ftnt ftate of mind; is a glorious and happy one in- 
deed : but fufier not yourfelf to be off your watch 
for one moment* for fataa is always watching to 
: ■ hurt a foul that is thus happily efcaped from his 
1 I fiiare. But your certain help lies in Chrift j keep 
1 | therefore the eye of the mind fixed upon him, and 

you will ftill go on conquering* and to conquer,. 

» 

tamjwevtr-affe&ionateFriendy 

SHHdus *' '•" 

J>a. 8, 175^. 



My 
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My iter ***, 

vrOUR letter has given me great pleafure, for 
I began to be in feme pain on your account, 
and I wanted to talk with you alone, becaufe I 
was much afraid you were drawing hack from the 
way of life : I thought I perceived in you Tome- 
thing of a worldly fpirit, and an affe&ation of 
beauifhnefa in your drefc, which gave, me uneafi- 
neii, and I had it upon my mind to write to you, 
if I did not find an opportunity of talking with you 
foon i but your letter has difpelled all my fears, 
+r«i I have only to thank God for the grace given 
you. I am delighted with the rules you have laid 
for your conduct : you muft conftantly look up to 
God for grace and ftrength faithfully to practice 
them. J rejoice in your love to your Redeemer ; 
and be allured, the longer you live the more you 
v'.I: be convinced that this is your only fure refuge 
~nd Lifting happinefs. In regard to your going fo 
i::~:;:: , . so ***, take the following advice ; fhun, as 
you would poifon, every thing that you find a 
incuis of making you lefs alive to God. As to 
Mr. ***, I don't imagine your converfation can be 
of any for vice to him at prefent j for he is fo en- 
tirely dead, that nothing but the immediate hand 
of God can move him ; therefore you have only 
to t..ke care that you are not hurt by him, and 
r*c\cr to go in his way, but when abfolute ne- 

cefEty 
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requires it. Life is fhort. We have a- 
great work to do, and God only knows how few 
of thofe hours, which are ever on the wing, may 
be given us to do it in. Therefore lofe not a mo- 
ment! Remember a chriftian cannot ftand ftill ; he 
muft go either forwards or backwards ; and if you 
have not made fome advances towards heaven fince 
the dock ftruck laft, you have gone back towards 
the contrary road. Keep this conftantly in your 
mind, particularly in your vifits. — May the peace 
and love of God be ever with you, and fail not to 
remember at the throne of grace, 



Your evtr-affeftionate Friend, 



Nov. 27> 
*755- 
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LETTERS 

To Mif& * * * V 




My dear Love* 

[OUR fifter wilf tdff you how happy 
" we have been, and how often we have 
wifhed you had been a partaker of our 
happinefs. I have been told how much 
you was affe&ed in thinking I was dangeroufly ill r 
it certainly would be ungrateful in me not to love, 
you for this tendernefs, and be highly fenfible of 
k : but at the feme I cannot help begging of you,. 
as a chriftian, to moderate your affedion for me. 
Love me from the moft commendable motives you 
will, ftill it is fetting your heart too much upon &. 
creature,, to carry it to fuch a height 'Tis very 
odd for me to write thus, that is, it migjbt feem 
So to fome people ; but you* my dear, know bet- 
ter. Oh may the God of infinite love intirely fill- 
our hearts with his love, and peace, and jpy, both. 

18 tine and eternity. Adieu. 

Saturday 



t 
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Saturday Night, June 15, 1754". 

ALL things work together for good to thofe 
who love God ; therefore if I write as a chris- 
tian, I muft not fey I am forry for your illnefs r 
no, my dear foul, this and every thing whichibe- 
fals you will be for your benefit, if you earneftty 
pray for grace, to have no will but that of your 
heavenly Father's. Perfett refignation to the will 
of. God is what we much talk of, but rarely under- 
Jland — it is heaven itfelf begun in the foul. — I truft 
you will foon be able to tell me how greatly the 
love of God is increafed in your heart fince I laflr 
few yqu, and how much more power you have 
gained over fin. Oh rejoice the heart of your friend 
by continuing ftedfeft, and continually preffing for* 
ward towards the -mark of the prize of your higtt 
calling. Adieu* 



M$'*&MMtit®MMM$ft$ 



Saturday , July 13, 1754,. 

T Thank you, my dear, for remembering me* 

and the oftener you write the more pleafure you 

will give me : but you had no right to be difap* 

pointed by not receiving a letter fiom me laft 

Sunday^ 
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Sunday », becaufe you know you had not. wrote to 
me in the week ; and let me add, that if I find 
felf-will ftrong in you (as you fay it is) I fhall take 
frequent opportunities of difappointing you, till 
you can affure me this felf-will is conquered. I too 
well know how great a hinderance this felf-will is 
to our advancement in holinefs, and would there- 
fore earneftly intreat my dear friend to fight againft 
it, that is, in the Jirength of the captain of our fal- 
vation, calling yourfelf (as you fo juftly exprefs it) 
on Chrift, and you will furely conquer. — I think 
with pleafure on the time you were with mc, and 
fhall I truft rejoice when this happinefs is again per- 
mitted me. — Your dear fifter gave me great fatis- 
fa&ion laft Thurfday ; I doubt not but God will 
continue, cement, and blefs our three-fold friend- 
flrip, and am, with thanks for your truly chriftian 
wifhes to me, 
■ ■ ■ -Tour ever-afftitionate Friend^ 



A RE you tempted, my dear ? God will af- 
■^ furedly with the temptation make a way to 
efcape,- that you may be able to bear it. The 
mate you fee and are Convinced of the Macknefs 
and'bardnefs of your own heart, the better ; when 

God 



God gives us to feel that we are^ from our &lle* 
nature, altogether corrupt and abominably then it 
is that we tnoft eagerly grafp at the purity and. 
righteoufnefe of Jefiis Chrift ; then it is that we fee 
in him a Redeemer wholly fitted to our wants,, 
one who is in truth " owr righteoufnefs, wifdom,. 
** fan&ification, and redemption.'* Study thefe fo* 
words, my dear foul, till tliey are even- ingrafted- 
in your heart, and ceafe not to pray for your un- 
worthy friend, 

« *, 



* Mty dear Friend, 

T Am much obliged to you for your letter* it; 
pleafed me extremely, . and I thank God for 
giving you this excellent fpirit of rejoicing in fuffer- 
mgs j. " if we foffer with him, we (halkalfo reign 
" with him."— I thank you for the verfes j . were 
they your own ? — Mr. T. was here the other 
day,, and I think improves in the beji improvements 
every time I fee him. He mentioned a converfa- 
tion he had with you in the garden, and feemed* 
greatly pleafed with your part of it : but remem* 
ber,. my love, if any fpark of pride gains admit- 
tance*, it will wither all your graces. Pray God 

keeg, 
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. 4eep you from this aid every other temper, which 
M « contrary to hit perfect love, and blefs you with 
aJl fpiritutt blcffings in Chrift Jefus. Anon, 



* ♦ 



I 



| Thank you 4br writing to ma, and am plcafed 
to -fee yeu'-fo radiantly watch over the ftate of 
jmir foal; God is indeed ever rntdy to hear thofe 
who caH upon him, and 'I fincerdy beg of htm to 
fill yo« with ail fpirittial bleffings in Chrift Jefus.— 
I do not wonder that you are fo amtinually-tempted 
<tf him who gees about as a roaring Hon, feekkig 
trhotn he may devour^ but you well know his 
temptations cannot hurt you, if you take care ear- 
«efUy to feck for that grace by which you may 
conquer all temptation, and by which every tem- 
per may be rooted out that can give encouragement 
to temptation. I am glad you had the (atisfa&ion of 
conveHing with J. M. May your heavenly father 
daily increafe your means of grace and your hopes 
of glory ! 

Saturday, Qfiober 26, 1754. / 



Sunday 



f 
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:-:.■ . Sunday Morning. 

My dear Friend, ... * 

T Have juft time enough to wMh that your foul 
may this day profper, and that God may be 
found by you in all his ordinances. Oh that his 
love ihay-oeonore.and jndfe'iiea abroad :i# jfew 
heart ! And this it certainly will be, if you walk 
clofely with him, and fuffer not your imagination 
to lead you from your only true happinefs. Oh 
drive continually .after a conftantreooUeQiom .anjl 
communion with Gc*i. — I know, the unprofitable 
manner in which you. will b* : $rpplo#ed .tbfc.after- 
poonj J>ut ; tijis. used no£ Jbiqder your heart -from 
being with your Saviour* he wjl).fupport an4?cott- 
fort you. r? Take care that you run no{ jnto making 
obfqrvaticxqs .ejl^er 91J the .perfons, manne/s^ 9c 
^eh^p^yput v/fitpfs : : ,fpur young ladies in Zfb&iic 

and depend, upon it,, it is as;contrary to chriftian 
k>ve as lying pr ftealing. AdUu Lm .„- m , : . ■. ..-.,. 

■/'""". " '■ > * 
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My 
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My dtar >FrUni*> 

T Have been thinking, fince I faw you, of all the 
fnares to which you are going to be expofed, 
and I fincerely pray that God may prote& you in 
every danger, and hojd ; upyour goings in /us paths. 
But in order to gain his gracious protection, you 
muft take .the greateft care that you do nothing to 
grieve his blefled Spirit, and caufe him to depart 
from you j and this any finful compliance will cer- 
tainly do: therefore when you are defired to do 
any thing unbecoming a chriftian, fear ho( .(young 
as you -are) to. bear your teflimony for, God againft 
an evil world. But do it in the fpirjt of meekneft ; 
and if by this means you cjraw upon jourfelf the 
appellations of whimfical, obftinate, and ridiculous, 
look upon the reproach as matte* of rejoicirjg, and 
as adding a greater luftre to the £rqwn (( you wilj 
hereafter receive.— The ce is t)oe temptation, .which 
at your age is peculiarly dangerous, and that is a 
defire of being thought handfome : you muft be 
ever on your watch againft this, for it will raife a 
thoufand tempers in your foul, as contrary to the 
mind which was. in Chrift as darknefs is to light. 
There is nothing which is a greater Counter-poifon 
to this defire, than bringing the mind to be con- 
tented, nay even to rejoice that another fhould 
ourfhine us. Let Mife J. be the means by which 
you acquire a.conqueft over this firft-born of female 

pride : 
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pride : let your felf every day to take delight in her 
beauty, to wifli for its embefiifhment, and to be 
raoft pleafed when file appears to the greateft ad- 
vantage. — If when you read this you colour, and 
cry " Dear ! what can foe mean ? this is vaftly 
" odd 1"— depend upon it there is fomething Ih 
ydor heart which make* the advice I have given 
highly neceflary ; and fail not, as you prise yout 
peace of mind and jncreafe in grace, to put it in 
praftice. We fliould exrjoy much more of the light 
of God's countenance, and of that peace which 
pafleth all tmderftanding, if we would attend to, 
and watch agamflr, thofe occafions of fading, which 
from their commofinefs we are apt to call little.— 
A find b often caft into heavineb for hours, by ail 
unguarded word. — You will not, rrty love, be 
angry with me that I deal thus freely with you : I 
watch over your foul m tender love $ and though 
fenfible of my own unworthmeis, either to advife 
or perfuade ; though fenfible of my own great and 
manifold fins and imperfections, I cannot defift from 
guarding you againft all that may hinder your being 
made perfcA in the love of God. I am 

Ymr 4ver-afftfii*naU 
Hovtmber 30, 

1754- . .* * 



My 
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Sunday », December 8, 1754. 
My dear Friend*, 

T Return you thanks for your letter, and rejoice 
in your, refolution of (laying yourfelf upon your 
Redeemer, even when he withdraws his comforts 
from you. . This time of darknefs and defertion is 
the hardeft trial of faith : outward afflictions may 
e^fily be. endured when the bleffed beams of God's 
countenance mine bright in the foul ; but when he 
hides himfclf from us, every thing is a burthen, 
and though in the mid ft of all earthly profperity, 
we go mourning all the day long ; and then if temp- 
tations aiTault us from without, and our own corrup- 
tions from within, 'tis hard indeed to ftand in fo 
ffippery a path : but even then our heavenly father 
is ever near us, though we perceive it not ; and if 
we can then fay, u though he flay me yet will I 
" truft iii him," this is pure faith indeed ; and I 
verily believe a foul in this Jlate, and thus trufting, 
is more acceptable in the fight of God, than when 
it is triumphing and rejoicing in a full fenfe of his 
love. When an earthly parent fees his little child 
fick and weak, holding out its hands to him fur 
help, and unable to exprefs its wants and pains by 
any thing but groans and tears, is not his heart 
more moved with tendernefs towards it than when 
it is in perfefi health I And does not the love of 
our heavenly Father infinitely exceed that of the 
G fondeft 
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" Can a woman forget her fuck- 
<* iag ciiiid ? Yea they wmj forget, yet will I ne- 
-• v-^r rbr^et thee, fcys the Lord." What en- 
c juraaesneuc is here ? Who then can doubt of the 
never-tuiling mercies of their God ? — lam glad you 
aid not take my letter amifs. — Tell your fitter if 
the can: tnrfi Mr. G. with dcHrering my letters, 
Yir- L. could gire hini one erery week. — I wifh 
you, my dear love, an increafe of every blefiiog 
whkh can forward your foul in holinefs, and am 

Tomt tver-affefiionate 

* * 



<*X»>(*M«M»X*M*M»M«M*><*; 



My dear Lav** 

T> E not uneafy at what Mr. V. faid about thi 
neceffity of terrors, in order to a found con 
verfxon ; he did not mean it in the light you tool 
it, and had not company came in and preventec 
him, he would have explained himfelf. — He is fut< 
tb:ic there are fome fouls whom God draws wboll 
by love, and joins with me in conjuring you t< 
rejoice, in God's having thus drawn you in th 
moft endearing way of his mercy, and not to fuffe 

an' 
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any doubts or fears to overturn your confidence, 
or overcloud your joy in your Redeemer. Adieu. 

* * 



My dear Friend \ 

T Thank you for both your letters, and fhould 
have anfwered you fooner, but that by con- 
tinual ficknefs I am rendered incapable of almoft 
any the^ leaft application. I am intirely refigned 
to the will of God, and have no choice of my own 
in any thing which concerns me ; and I rejoice in 
jm fpirit of refignation. — I doubt not, my dear, 
but you love me, and I doubt not but this love 
will continue, at leaft till you are married. I pray 
God of his infinite mercy to keep you unfpotted 
from the world, and am 

Tour ever-ajfettianatc and faithful Friend^ 

Tuefday Night. * * 



Ga 
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T Thank yon, my love, for writing to me, and 
A rejoice that you arc happy ; God never fails Jto 
liear .-thofe that call upon him, and is gracious above 
all that we can either afk or think. As to my ill- 
.«iiefs, it ii extremely troublefome, but I believe not 
dangerous ; and I muft continue to bear it for a 
good while longer without attempting to remove 
it, becaufe my apothecary himfelf knows not what 
to make of it: however, I am juft as I ought to 
be ; I delight to do and to fuffer the will of . God, 
and his mercies are fweet to my foul. I am in that 
happy ftate of refignation, that I have not a wifli, 
but for an increafe of grace and holinefs. Sunday 
my foul longed after the facrament, and the tears 
came in my eyes, becaufe 1 could not go to church* 
But are the flowing dreams of redeeming love con- 
fined to place or time ? I found indeed they were 
not ; for my foul was at home fweetly replenifhed, 
with every blefling I could have hoped for at the 
altar. How much are thofe to be pitied who know 
not the love of God ! How much are thofe to be 
pitied who fet their hearts on any thing in this ftate 
of exiftence ! How poor, how low, how trifling 
is every thing, that does not look towards eternity ! 
I have fuch an experimental fenfe of the nothing- 
nefs of all worldly things, that they feem no more 
to me than dancing puppets ; and I am fometimei 
ready to affront my brother and Mr. ***, by fmil- 
jpg at the important air with which they talk d 

theii 
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their bujhtefs % as they call it.— I think there is very 
little probability that I {hall be fit to come to the 
wedding. Pray God keep your lifter's heart iit 
this time of danger and diffraction, and blefs you 
both with the bleffings of his children, 

* ** 
Januaryy, 175.5, 



My dear Friend? 

T Was aftonMnecf af your laft letter : Mrs. R. Is 
a woman whom I hardly ever mentioned with- 
out praifing of her ; and I fhould have thought her 
good fenfe (which excels that of moft of her fex) 
would have prevented her from retailing hear- fay 
fcandal. May God forgive her, and grant her a bet- 
ter way of thinking. As to her knowledge of me; 
my dear, it can be but very little, for I don't remem- 
ber ever to have feen her fince I was married: 
however, this thews you what you are to expt c>, 
if you ftrive really to be a chriftian. As to this 
play which you fear, I dafc not advife you to do 
any thing againft yout confcience ; but let all your 
remonftrances be made with the utmoft humility, 
duty* and affection ; and if after all, they will ab- 
solutely oblige you to go, ycu cannot help it : but 
(ruft in God, and your difficulties may perhaps 
G 3 - vanifh 
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vaniflv when you lcaft expe£t it. However, my 
love, let this be how it will, 1 beg you will by all 
means ftrive to attain that xhearfulnefs your pappa 
wifties you to do. I believe you appear too ab* 
itra&ed in company, and this in one fo very young 
jm you are, is more taken notice of than it would 
be in me, or even in your fifter: ftrive, therefore, 
always to have a fmile upon your countenance; 
and, whether you give attention or not to what 
paffes around you, feem to do fo, — If you are for* 
bid having any friendlhip with me, obey your parents 
with readinefs and alacrity, and fear not but God 
will doubly make up this lofs to you fome other way. 
As for me, I own that I fhall be forry, not only 
at being parted from you, but to lofe the friendfhip 
of your pappa and mamma, for I really love them 
from my heart. But I hope this farrow will be 
fuch as may agree with the moft perfect refignation. 
In the mean time, let us only think of praifing God 
in all events, and be allured that none ever yet 
trufted in him ajid was confounded. — It would 
give me pleafure either to hear from your filler or 
you. 

Tour offeftionaU Friend, 

February u, ITSW * * 




LETTER 



T O T H E 



Rev d - Mr. * * * *. 




Reverend Sir, 

[OUR character for candour and piety 
takes from me all fear that you fhould 
be offended at the addrefs of a perfon 
.unknown, even though this addrefs is 
defigned to point out fomething amifs in you ; which 
it is abfolutely neceflary (for the good of your own 
foul, and for the eternal welfare of thofe who hear 
you) that you fhould amend. — You believe ! — You 
feel the power, and Jive the life of faith ! -Oh why 
will you not ftrive that others may be partakers of 
G 4. like 
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Jike happinefe with you ? — I know year general 
manner of preaching : I myfelf have beard you ; 
and while my ear has been delighted with your af- 
fe£tfng delivery, your elegant language, and wcll- 
turncd periods, my heart has bled to think thztfucb 
talents fhould be fo miferably perverted : bled for 
you) and for thofe poor fouls ^ whom this way of 
preaching lulls into a fatal fecurity. Pardon my 
freedom of fpeech ; pardon my boldnels towards 
you ; but you youifelf will acknowledge, that 
where the foundation is unfound, the building muft 
fall y and no true foundation can be laid except 
Jefus Chrift. Your own experience muft tell you, 
that a divine power can alone change the heart ; 
that all outward regularity of behaviour, all rounds 
and forms of devotion, and all moral duties, with- 
out this change are utterly unavailing, and only 
like beautifying the outfide of a fepulchre, which 
within is full of dead mens bones and of all unclean* 
nefs. You are fenfible /<?#, that faith in a dying 
jRedtemer is the only* means given us by which this 
change «of heart can be effefted. To what' pur* 
)>ufe then is it to teJi f>oor y loft % . undone man of the 
dignity of h'u rational nature, and the beauty of 
Virtue?— Dear Sir, for the fake of that God 
whom you love and adore ^ away with thefe Jba* 
dowj 9 and fubiritute in their place realities. How 
would it delight the hearts of feveral of your friends 
( who greatly love and efteem you, and who wifh 
wtll to the gofpel of Chrift) to fee you with all the 

force 
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force of eloquence labouring to convince your 
hearers of the fin of their nature^ their condemna- 
tion in the fight of God, and their utter incapacity 
to help them/elves ; and then proclaiming to them, 
** Behold the Lamb of GW, who taketh away the 
" fins of the world /" 

I am fenfible of the difficulties you will have 
to encounter, in thus changing your manner of 
pleaching : but though the battle be hard to fight, 
great will be the glory of the victory. 'Tis true, 
your enemies are ftrong and powerful; the devil, 
the world, all the wicked, and all the felf-righ- 
teous will be joined together againft you : but 
look up with an eye of faith, and fee how many 
more are for you. Think of the holy angels re- 
joicing over every finner converted by your means ; 
think that the captain of your falvation, your God 
and Redeemer, will be ever near to help, to 
ftrengthen and comfort you ! And confider what 
unutterable joy your foul will feel, when at that 
period of time which is the moft delightful to the 
ttiic chriftian, you can with firm confidence cry Out 
with St. Paul, " I have fought a good fight, I have 
" finifhed my courfe, I have kept the faith ; hence.- 
** forth is laid up for me a crown of rjghteoufnefs." 

1 am [though your unknown and unworthy) 

Your truly affeflknate Frit>,d. 

G5 TWO 






TWO 

LETTERS 

To Mr. G * *■*. 



T^E MEMBER him who endured fuch contra- 
difihn of fitmers againft himfelf, left you be 
WeaTy and feint in your mind ! — Believe pie* 
my dear friend, my heart feels the moft fphdef 
concern for you ; and I heartily beg of ouf dear 
Redeemer, that he would raife, ftrengthen, and 
comfort you* That any one fhould efflift th6 
afflifted is hard indeed: but confider, that/w^en 
your Saviour's hands and feet were nailed to the 
crofs, and the wounding thorns crufhed into hia 
iacred temples, even then, they gave him vinegar 
mingled wfth gall. And what are your fufferiijgs, 
were they even a million of times greater than they 
are, when compared with thofe of the' Lamb of" 

Gsd? 
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God ? Nay, ought you not rather to rejoice in your 
affliction, becaufe through fufferings you are brought 
into a greater conformity with the captain of your 
falvation ? Befides that part of your trouble which 
is indeed the hardeft to bear, may be productive of 
the greateft good ; good to your foul and glory to 
God. What an opportunity have you now to 
fhew that your mind is renewed after the image of 
Chrift, by returning love, bleffing, and meekneis* 
for; railing and ill ufage! And this too is the bfft 
defence you can make, either for yourfetf or your 
brethren. When I laft faw you, it gave me great 
joy to obferve the air of tranquility and chearfulnefs 
that was in your countenance. , even when yjwr Ton 
was in danger: I knew, nothing but the love of 
God in your heart could effe& this; and fhould 
now the fun of righteouihefs.be withdrawn, and 
your foul overwhelmed with darknefs, -yet be af- 
fured he will foon return \. he will arife wiih. heal- 
ing in his wings, and you (hall rejoice in the light 
©f , his countenance. Like as a father pitieth his 
own children, even (b is the Lord merciful unto 
them that fear him. 

O love ! how charming is thy ray ! 

All pain before thy prefence flies : 
Care, anguifl), forrow, melt away* 

Where'er thy healing (beams arife. 
O Jefu ! nothing may I fee, 
Nothing hear, feel, or think, but Thee. 
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J Am much obliged to you. for your letter to me % 
and if it will increafe your joy to know that t 
love 01 y Saviour more than health, or light + or 
lifiy be affured that I do * and. that I fliould think 
myfclf the mod ungrateful and vile of all creaturt* 
if I did not. — It is my conftant and earneft defire 
every day, nay every hour, to increafe in the 
knowledge and love of God, and to be faved not 
only from the guilt, but alfo from the power of 
fin. I know that the grace of God through Chrift 
is fufficient for me; I know that the blood of 
Chrift deanfeth from all, fin ; and I know (blefled 
be God for giving me that knbwledge) that I have 
redemption through this blood, even the forgive- 
nefs of my fins. Think now what a wretch I 
fliould be, if I did not love this Redeemer, and if 
I did not wkh above all things elfe to be conform- 
ed to his image I — And in confequence of my 
thus loving God becaufe he fir ft loved me, I love 
every creature which God has made, and every 
foul of man, without any regard had to felts, 
names, or parties. The Moravian church, though 
I am certain at this time it is over-run with dread* 
ful errors^ I love, pity, and pray for. Oh may 
the God of love and unbounded mercy, convince 

and 
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and reftore it ! — I thank you for the glorious ad- 
vice you give me, of <c living very near the 
« cio6:" thtrt is life indeed ! Life freely given, 
to every foul that feeb it. And that you and I 
may ever partake of this life, is the hearty wifli 
tf your 
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LETTERS 
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TO THE .. 

\ ., 
i "■ ' j . - 

Rev 4 ' Mr. '*""* *"* - 



Dear 57r, 



November $q> ^755. 




! AM much obliged-, to you for your apdP 
tohtal letter, and for the truly chriftian 
joy you exprefs for my baby's happinefe. 
That I have felt all that the greateft fal- 
libility of temper is capable of feeling on fuch an 
occafion, is certain : but here has been my great 
comfort, that, in every thing which concerned the 
child, 1 have had neither will nor wifh of my own. 
He was peculiarly dedicated to God, even before 
he was born: wdjinct, he has been daily, nay 

almoft 



[ »52 ] 

aknoft hourly offered up* -and that not in wprd 
only, but in truth : and as it has pleafed God to 
accept him as a facrificc, rather than as a fervant, 
,1 have nothing to fey, but " thy will be done !" 
If I could have feen you, or any of my chriftian 
friends at this time, when all the fineft fprings of 
human nature were on the tack, it would have 
been a great fetfsfa&on; but it pleafed God to 
with-holdall creature-comfort from me;/aqd though 
his own arm fuftained me, it was in a manner not 
fenfibly perceived by my foul : fo that I had the 
great bleffing of bearing fomething of the crofs.. 
And thi? I look upon to 4>e a particular bleffing to 
me, becaufe I have been fo wholly led by love, 
that before this, I krjew but very little of what it 
was to fufftr this will of God. In fhprt, every 
difpenfation of my heavenly Father towards me, is 
nothing but mercy arid unbounded, good nefs. \ fee 
anuLl'adbrs. — The Lord Jefus blefs and preferve 
you in body, foul, and fpirit. Fail not to. pray 

far .... _ ■■.'■ " "." ' 

Xowr obliged, and ajfeflionate 



Monday, 




Dear Sir, 
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Monday, December 22, 1755. 



T See with delight, that you are fet up as a mark, 
for every one of the devil's tools to (hoot at : 
and be certainly wounds the decpeft by .thofe, who', 
while they are working for him, imagine they are 
doing God fervice, and afting with chriflian pru- 
deuce. How often is that wifdom which comes from 
beneath y taken for that which comes from above ! 
And fear of man, fecret defrre of preferment, and 
being ojhamed of the crofs of Chrift, dignified with 
the title of great judgment, true dijeretion, and 
-proper caution not to give oftence ! — *Tis hard, 
indeed, to be wounded in the houfe of your friends ; 
nothing, perhaps, is more painful io nature than 
this: but if they have called the mafter of the 
houfe Beel%ebub, how much more thofe of his 
houfhold ! - Thofe fervants of Chrift who are dc- 
figned by him for eminent ufefulnefs, muft of ne- 
ceffity have the largcft fcare of tribulation: for 
the highelt place of honour under our king, is that 
of the fharpeft fufferings. I fhould not wonder if 
the tongues and pens of all your brethren (except 
two or three) were employed againft you ; and I 
am fo far from being forry (on your account) tor 
Mr. L's preaching againft you, that I look upon it 
as a precious and blejfed mark, and a feal to the 
truth of your miniftry. — Happy parting, indeed, 

■* with 
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with the world ! And happy parting with every 
comfort in it, if nearer union with God is the con- 
fequence ! Oh ceafe not to pray for me, that all 
things may thus work together for my good"! — 
This poor dream of life will foon be at an end ; 
and tben 9 if thofe who have only given a cup of 
cold water for the fake of Chrift, mall not lofe their 
reward, what an exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory attends thofe happy fouls who conftantly la- 
bour, and ]patiently fuffcr for him f 

I am your obliged and faithful 

Friend and Servant, 

• * 










L E T T E R 

TO THE 

■ Rev d Mr. * * * *. 

Sunday Jfternoan^ 09* 1 3, 1754* 
My dear Friend, 

Was this morning (though unfcen «bjr 
you) preJent at your Termor* on. the 
public worfhip of God, and fat im- 
patiently, expecting and longing to 
hear that name mentioned, by which alone com- 
cth Salvation. Surely, thought I, when all his 
heathen and moral motives are done, I {hall af 
Jaft hear him urge that beft and moft prevailing 
motive to our joining together in the praife of God, 
viz. the exceeding riches of his mercy to us in 
Chrift Jefus. But alas ! how were all my expec- 
tations fruftrated i and how did my heart fink 
when the fermon was ended ! — If there is any 
faith to be given, either to. the words or behaviour 
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if man, yotr are a Chrtflian. But what did' yon 
fay for/,, more than Socrates might have faid ? You 
will pardon my boldncfs ; God knows the fincerity 
of my heart, when I proteft, that it is only from a 
motive of love to your foul, and the fouls of thofe 
which hear you, that f write with fueh freedom. 
Give me leave then to aft*. .Have ypu* for your 
own foul in particular, found redemption through 
the blood of Chrift ? I have all the rcafon imagi- 
nable, from your fweet converfation, which difco- 
vers an heart overflowing with the love of God, to 
believe that you have. But how is it then that 
you xould preach one fuch fermon as -this? Oh 
fearch well into your own heart ; is there not 
feme root of bitternefs remaining, fome evil fharac, 
which renders you thus inconfiftent 1 Had I not 
heard you myfelf, I could not have thought it pof- 
fible, for you to have preached in thi^ manner, 
after the glorious things you have faid to me. 
You have called me friend. Take thi* letter as 
the higheft proof of fi iendfhip I could poffibly give 
you i is it not fo, for your fake to run the hazard 
of being thought bold and ajfuming ? If you are 
offended, tell me fo\ plainly y but at the fame time 
freely forgive mcf. j and believe me, with the fin- 
ccreft willies foi your prefent ufefulnefc and ever- 
lafting happinefs, 

Tour ever obliged and dffeftionate Friend^ 

* * * 

LET- 
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LETTERS 

T O TH E 

Rev* Mr. * * * *. 

Dear Sir 9 

[OUR anfwpr to my queftion, on 
What is the proper foundation of our 
rejoicing in temporal hleffings, is per- 
fedtly fatisfa&ory, and I thank you for 
it. What you fay of Mr. P's tra£t is juft what 
I wanted ; poffibly fome fit feafon may be given 
mc to make a good ufe of it. One would imagine 
that if (inglenefs of eye, and fincerity of heart were 
really found in all thofe of our minifters, who in a 
meafure preach the gofpel, there would fcarce be 
room left even for the fliadow of a difpute; but 
this is only imagination; for I cannot help obferr- 
ing of fome, for whofe fincerity I would anfwer 

with 




with my life, that they are far from being con- 
fiftcnt long together. I have lately been attacked 
with a mighty pretty diftindtion (and from my 
ignorance a new one to me) in refpedt of the doc- 
trine of affurance of forgivenefs of fin. — Mr. *** 
fays it is of the effence of faith j but moft of the old 
Puritans^ together with a heap of gre^t names (of 
which I remember not one) fay it is of the fruits 
of faith. — A poor weak woman, who has not 
learnt logic, may be eafily puzzled with the nicety 
of a logical diftinfiion : but ftill I could plainly fee, 
that let it be effence or fruits, there was a manifeft 
neceflity for enforcing the dodrine : becaufc a tree 
which brings not forth its proper fruits, is a bar- 
ren tree. — A faith which brings not forth its pro- 
per fruits, is a dead faith, and consequently un- 
profitable. — The anfwer is, " A tree may be 
" alive, and yet not bring forth fruit imme- 
«« diately." — Well, but this makes nothing a- 
gainft the neceflity there is that it Jhould bring forth 
fruit, in order to make it a profitable tree. — 
But then we have a homily to fly to : — " The 
" homily on falvation fays nothing of aflurance." — 
If the homily contradicts St. Paul, the homily is 
nothing to me, — " O, you won't refer it to that, 
" becaufe it makes againft you."— I do not fo 
much as know what is in it. — u It only fays zfure 
" trujl and confidence " — I think a fure confidence 
is nearly the fame with affiance. — " No, they 
" are very different.".— Now, Sir, you muft 

be 
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te fo good to furniflb me with two or three of your 
ftrong arguments, to pull down this Babel tower, 
which our friends are building. I (hould alfo be 
glad, if you would tell me by what happy art you 
are always conjtftent in do&rine, as well. as practice : 
for I can find no one elfe that is fo. — Difference 
of opinion I regard not $ I could enjoy fellowship 
of fpirit with a truly finccre Predefiinarian, Paplft, 
or Quaker. Inconfiftency is the thing alone which 
hurts me. When I find this in people who I know 
to be in fo much higher a ftate of grace than my- 
felf, and whom I love and honour, it difquiets me 
I own, by far too much ; and my foul, like Noah's 
dove, flies folitary about, and finds no place of reft 
on the face of the whole earth ; till at laft with 
one olive-leaf, and only one, fhe returns joyful to 
the ark. — Give me leave, Sir, to intreat of you 
(if you (hould have a little time to fpare) that you 
will juft point out to me, Firft, What are the 
probable caufes of this inconfiftency, in thofe who 
have truly fincerity of heart, and finglenefs of eye. 
Secondly, What is the moft probable means of 
curing this diftemper of the mind. And, Thirdly, 
How I may avoid falling into it myfelf, and keep 
my foul from being difquieted, when I find it in 
thofe whom I highly efteem. I hope God con- 
tinues to preferve to us your precious healtfc, and 
that your long journies may be a means of ftrtngth*- 
eningand eftablifhing it. — I doubt not but the work 
of the Lord profpers in your hands, aj*} that you 

will 
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tiot take my leave, without thanking you again and 
again, for enquiring after my foul : Oh how dearly 
do I love you for this goodnefs. May the tender 
mercies of God be with you ! May the eternal 
Comforter meet and blefs you in every word of 
your tongue, and in every thought of your heart ! 

Taut ever-grateful and affe&lonaU 

* * 

February 2$. 

T Shall not forget the great reafon I had to be 
thankful both to God and you, for our laft con- 
ifer fation. It feemed to me, that I had more li- 
berty of fpeaking to you than ufual, though a thou- 
sand things were yet left unfaid ; and you led rni 
to make mr.ny obiervations, which I hope will b< 
of lifting benefit to my foul. You have taugh 
ir.c to fee the amazing wifdom and loving- kindnef 
of God in feveral inflances, which I fhould not elf 
have thought of; and I am fully Satisfied with al 
his clifpofals : knowing he orders all things well, . 
chearfully Lbmit ; and I truft that ftrength will b 
given me to walk on in the way fet before me 
" though forrowful, yet (in one fenTe) always re 
" joicing." — Is it not a great bleffing that th 

thorn 
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thorns are mixed with rofes ? This is infinitely more 
than I deferve. — How true is it, that the higher 
fctisfe&ion we have in any thing, befidesGod, the 
greater pain mult neceflarily attend it ? I have often 
been taught this leflbn, in various degrees, each 
riling above the other ; and yet I have not learnt 
wtfdom. And who {hall teach me this wifdom ? 
Why you yourfelf can lay down moft excellent 
rules, but it is God alone who can give me power 
to pra&ice them* I plainly fee the neceffity of 
having every thought brought into fubjedion to 
Ghrift: it muft be thus, if I would attain fettled 
peace end conftant recollection — In your extract 
from Molinos, the ftate of mind I am feeking is 
Well defcribed in thefe words : <*" The foul that is 
44 entered into the heaven of peace, acknowledges 
44 itfelf full of God, and his fupernatural gifts ; 
41 becaufe it lives grounded in a pure love, receiv- 
44 ing equal pleafure'in light and darknefs, in night 
<c . and day, in affliction and confolation ; through 
44 this holy and heavenly indifferency, it never lofes 
44 ill peace in adverfity, nor its tranquillity in tribu- 
44 lit ion, but fees itfelf full of unfpeakable enjoy- 
44 ments, &c." And again, " Though the 

41 valley of the lower faculties of the foul is fufter- 
44 ing tribulations, combats, martyrdoms, and fug- 
<c gcftions, yet at the fame time, on the lofty 
44 mountain of the higher part of the foul, the true 
44 fun cafts its beams ; it enflames and inli^hter.s 
44 it, and fo it becomes clear, peaceable, refplen- 
H 2 " dent, 
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** dent, quiet, ferene, being a mere ocean -of 
" joy." — But alas ! you will fay, " How far ai;e 
" you from this ftate !" — True, I am far from it 
indeed ; and yet I have fometimes experienced fome 
little glimmerings of " it, but they have been foon 
difturbed: and then I have fondly faid to.myfeff, 
Well, when this trial, when this temptation, or 
difficulty is oyer, I {hall return to my tweet peace, 
and my foul will be wholly fwallowed up in the lojjc ; 
of God. Vain imagination,! I think I have now 
experimentally learnt a truth, which before only 
floated in my brain, " That the peace of a chriftian 
<c does not confift in being free from temptations 
" and difficulties, but in ftedfaftly and calmly con- 
« c qucring them/' — Once more, the Lord pre- 
serve you ! Could my prayers avail any thing, what 
bkflings would you receive, in body, foul, and 
fpirit ! Oh farewel, farewel ! And when your foul 
is moft carried up to God, remember tq pray for 

Tour grateful and affettionate 



Dear 



Dear Sir, 
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I Return you many thanks for writing fo foon, and' 
particularly for filling two fides of your paper ; 
my foul was as much enlivened by your letter, as- 
the earth, the birds, and flowers, are by the rays 
df the fun, after a long and heavy rain. May your 
blefled mailer reward you, for all your goodnef* 
tome!. 

" I thank God T have in fome meafure learnt that 
grand leflbn, « Not as I will, but as thou wilt ;"" 
and I continually pray that he may teach it me more 
and more : the prefent idle and half- dying life I am 
obliged to lead, greatly needs this temper of mind ; 
and it is all the free mercy of my Redeemer that I 
can now fay, his grace is fufficient for me. 

In regard to -temporal bleflings, I have now and* 
then a little difpute with fome of my religious friends, 
and I want your authority to ftrengthen my argu- 
ments. — They fay, Whatever temporal blefling 
God gives, you are to rejoice and take a plcafure 
in it, as his gift. And I fay, Whatever temporal 
blefling God bellows, the motive for your rejoicing 
(hould be merely the will of God : for if you rejoice 
in the blefling confidered as a happinefs in itfelf 
(though referring it to God with a thankful heait) 
you are building on the fand, and your happinefs 
"H 3 will 
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will be fhaken, if not overturned, by the firft fforra 
that beats upon it. But if the will of God be the 
motive of your rejoicing, you build your happineft 
on a foundation which never can be moved : the 
prefcnt bleffing, indeed, may vanifh away, but 
your cauie of rejoicing ftjll remaineth fure and fted- 
(aft, in time and in eternity. — Some people think 
the way I am in at prdent a prodigious happinefi, 
and the greateft of worldly bleffings, and will aft 
me, cc Are you not f leafed f"— I anfwer, I am 
pleafed with every thing which is the will of God; 
and the anfwer is thought an odd one : but I can- 
net help it, I dare not make any other. 

You want me to fay fomething upon chriftian 
love ripened in eternity, but this is a theme for 
angels, my foul is too low, too dull to attempt to 
write upon it ; I can only wMh and pray to be a 
partaker of it. Farewcl i may the fweeteft ftreams 
of redeeming love ever fill your foul. 

/ am unalterably yours, 



Dear 



Dtetr Sir, 
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July it. 



T Can truly fay, that I twif/4 with joy devote all 
I have, and all I am to God, and gladly fpend* 
every hour in his fervice ; but che difficulties I find 
in the way are indeed infuperable to me, though not 
jib I think to cwcxy one, at leaft if I may judge from 
feme few inftanceslhave feen fince my acquaintance 
With j»#.— You yourfclf, even outwardly, appear to 
Me to fpend every hour to the glory of God ; and for 
this reafon I look upon you to be the happieft of 
mankind. When I fee you fpent with fatigue, 
your eyes half clofed, and your outward man teem- 
ing to haften to its difTolution, though I would 
freely give my own life and ftrength to incrcafe 
yours, I almoft envy you this glorious fatigue, and 
iky to myfelf, How happy, how blefied is this man, 
thus to fpend and be fpent in the fervice of his Re- 
deemer ! Think me not prefumptuous when I fay, 
that I place you conftantly before my mind, as my 
living example. Outwardly it certainly is impof- 
fible for me to follow you 5 but inwardly ! — Oh, 
Sir, that I could in every faculty of my foul be a 
follower of you, even as you are of Chrifl ! — You 
bid me love enough ; and doubtlefs if 1 could love 
gnougb, I fhould (as you fay) do enough, for per- 
feft love is perfect liberty, liberty to conquer all 
fin, and attain to all holinefs. This is the glorious 
H 4 privilege 
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privilege of the children of God ; and this my foul 
pants after. But though I can fincerely fay that 
I love God above all things, yet it is very evident 
that I do not love enough, becaufe the fruits of this 
perfect love are not produced in my foul. Some- 
times my enemies feem intirely conquered, and my 
mind is fmooth and calm, as were the waters after 
Chrift had faid to them, Peace, be ftill But 
when I feem thus ftrong, I am (to my inexpreffible 
fhamc and confufion) found to be weaknefs itfelf : 
fome trifle, which perhaps had appeared too con- 
temptible even to be thought of, will be the means 
of my inwardly falling ; but thanks be to God I 
have this given me, 

cc Quick as the apple of an eye, 

" The flighteft touch of fin to feel." 

To fee] 9 and immediately to fly to that blood of 
fprinkling which alone can cleanfe me from this 
pollution. But indeed, Sir, I find every day more 
and more the truth of your words, " that I have 
" need to watch always. 39 I am fet as it were in the 
mid ft of fnares, both friends and enemies confpiring 
together to keep me from that humility which is fo 
ncceflary to one who wiflies to be really a chrijlian* 
My enemies lead to pride, by railing at me for 
what is, and ought to be, in one fenfe^ my glory ; 
and my friends, by having too high an opinion of 
me ; I think there is none, except yourfelf, who 

do 
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do not in fame meafure hurt me : and therefore, 
though I dare not call you my friend, as implying 
any particular attachment on your part, you are in 
h£t y my trueft and beft friend. Praife I now dread 
as poifon; and yet my temper is fuch as makes 
fome encouragement neceflary. Your behaviour to 
me is exadUy fitted to preferve the balance of my 
mind even : a fmile of approbation from you, is 
that praife which encourages without endangering. 
You will pardon my fpeaking fo much of myfelf : 
a patient, you know, muft fully lay open his cafe 
to his phyfician ; and I have been emboldened even 
by you yourfelf, to increafe the length of my let- 
ters. Oh may your blefled matter reward you for 
all your labours in his fervice, and for all your good^ 
nefs to 

Your unworthy^ though 

ever-grateful and affectionate 
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MEDITATIONS 

UPON SOME 

Texts of Scripture, 

The htart U deceitful above all things^ and def- 
perately wtcked y &c. 

y{ My God, how fatally do I experience the 
O V* truth of this aflertion! My heart is indeed 
Jr4 deceitful above all things ; and how great 
••* is my confufion and forrow on the me- 
lancholy refle&ion. Lord I have, by the deceitful - 
nefsandwickcdnefsof my own heart, juftly forfeited. 
my title to the joys of eternity, incurred thy indig- 
nation*, and made myfelf obnoxious to that dread- 
ful fentence, Depart ye curfed f And how juft this * 
fentence, after the crimes my deceitful heart has 
betrayed me into ; after the many good refolutions 
I have broke ', after the fins of ingratitude, pre- 
emption, 
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fumption, and repining, with which I have defiled 
my foul ! How often have I refolved, firmly re- 
folved, to keep a ftri£k watch over my eyes and 
heart in the houfe of God, and let no thought have 
enterance which could difturb my devotions, and 
prevent my addrefling my Creator with the rever- 
ence 1 ought: but, merciful God ! how contrary 
have I acted to all this ! Have not my eyes been 
amufed by vanity, and my heart fo diftracted by 
idle and ridiculous ideas, that I have not known 
the words my lips pronounced; nay, have not 
even unclean and blafphemous thoughts attacked 
me at this facred time, and, wretch that I am I 
b&n indulged, or but coldly rejected ? Oh furer 
and horrible proof that my heart is deceitful above 
all things, and defperately wicked ! Lord I hate 
and abhor myfelf, for having thus often, and thus 
heinoufly offended thee ! I am utterly afhamed and 
confounded at my daring, my monftrous impiety ! 
How (lull I dare to hope for pardon of a fin fo fre- 
quently repeated, and with fuch aggravations ? 
When I confider the greatnefs of my guilt, my 
aftonifhed foul is ready to fink in black defpair. 
BlefTed God ! I fin againft the eleareft conviction, 
againft the checks of my conference, and the kind 
admonitions of thy Holy Spirit ; and, ftrange per- 
verfnefs ! againft all the hopes and ideas I have of 
happinefs, fin againft that God, whom I love and 
adore from my foul, and whofe favour I would this 
moment lay down my life to procure. The thoughts 

of 
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mortality, and the furprizing goodnefs of the 
ghty in the works of creation and redemption 
ty mind with gratitude and wonder: I am loft 
miration, and could dwell for ever on the de- 
ul theme ; and yet, inconfiftent wretch that 
! I go on to offend this divine author of my 
;, by my carelefs, fupine, and irreverent ad- 
s, and my wicked and fantaftic thoughts. 
>rayers are turned into fin : and now is it not 
mption, the higfreft preemption, to hope for 
>n ? Or rather, would it not be a greater fin 
I have yet committed, to defpair of it ? Is not 
y the darling attribute of God ? It is; . and I 
ace and adore that mercy : that mercy which 
freely offered to the worft of finners : that 
y which is made fure to us by the blood of a 
fied Saviour. Oh my only refuge ! my deareft 
and everlafting confidence ! teach me words 
prefs the fe.ntiments I have of thee, and the; 
rrence I have of my guilt. I deteft myfelf, 
my vile ingratitude, and am fully convinced 
y own weaknefs, and the vanity of my beft 
itions, without thy affifting grace : Oh grant 
hat, for the fake of my Redeemer j on that 
: will I rely ; never more will I truft to the 
gth of my own reafon ; I have found by dear 
ience, that I am folly and incohftancy itfelf: 
)ut thy aid I am worfe than nothing, but. with 
)lefling I wi(h and implore, I fhall be more 
conqueror. But is the fin I have now. beer} 

lamenting 
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a flight, throws me, jn to the greateft uneafiliefs^wi -_ 
confufion; and though I can ^govern my temper 
enough to hide it from the world, my heart is ready 
to burft with indignation, and the peace of my 
mind is broke jfor hours, perhaps days.. Strange 
weaknefs ! — But why do I call it ftrange ? Am I 
not too well acquainted with the fatal caufe of this, 
and almoft every fin I am guilty of? *Tis ifanjty, 
that intolerable vanity which mixes itfelf with all 
I aft, or fpeak, or think; nay* whic^i* the -very., 
motive of all my thoughts, words, and actions*. 
When I look ftridly into my deceitful .and wj<k«d 
heart, I find it fo full of, this abominable y ice*, that 
I regard myfelf with horror and amazement, and 
yet perhaps the next moment indulge in airy. 
fchemes and felf-complacency. Sure there is not. 
in the whole univerfe fo vain and finful a wretch: 
as I am ! What can I hope for ?,. What .can I ex-" 
pe£t i Will not eternal rejc&ion from the pretence* 
of God be juftly my portion ? Oh thought of .ufh- 
utterable horror ! My God ! my only hope ! can. 
I think of being for ever caft out from the light of 
thy countenance, and live ? Why does not the 
dreadful idea at once put an end to my being? All. 
the torments of damnation are fummed up in thefe 
{hocking words. — Eternal i ejection from thy pre-- 
fence ! — * Oh gracious and adorable Being ! let me. 
not be thus beyond imagination curfed. In the 
name of my blefTed Saviour I implore thy pity ! 
Oh look with companion on a foul which pants 

for 



for grace and forgivenefs ! a foul fenfible of her 
weak and polluted ftate, and intirely relying on 
thy mercy. Oh fpeak peace to this troubled fea, 
and all fhall be calm ! Give me ftrength to refcfl: 
thofe temptations I fo often fink under ! But above 
all, change this wicked and deceitful heart of mine, 
and give me a new heart and a new fpirit. Mor- 
tify in me all proud thoughts and vain opinions of 
myfclf, and let not the blcffings thou haft beftowed 
upon me incrcafe my condemnation, by being made 
motives for pride and vain glory. Hear and grant 
my requefts, Oh ever-merciful God, for the fake 
of Jefus Chrifljrour only Mediator and Redeemer. 
Amen. 

1748. 



Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will refrejh you* 

/ T i HESE, Oh companionate Saviour, were thy 
words j this thy gracious call, and I obey it. 
I come unto thee, Oh thou light of the world f 
for reft, peace and cverlafting refreftiment ; wearied 
with treading the paths of folly and vanity j wearied 
with deceitful hopes and idle fears, and all the gay 
delufions of this fublunary world, I come unto thee 
for peace, and come with full affurance of obtain- 
ing it. Affurance founded on thy promifes ; thofe 

promifes 
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promifes which are truth itfelf: merciful as thy 
own beneficent nature, and unalterable as thy be- 
ing. Heaven and earth (hall pafs away, but thy 
word fhall never fail. Encouraged by this word, 
I come : not even the reflection of. my abfolute 
unworthinefs {hall keep me from thee. 'Tis to 
finners that this heavenly call is addrefled : finners 
that labour under the heavy burden -of their of- 
fences, and fuch am I. The miferable wretch 
who is chained to the oar, is not more weary of 
his flavery, than I am of my fins : the fins which 
fo eafily befet me, and fo often conquer my beft re- 
folutions. Every hour I have ne# reafon to lament 
my weaknefs, and to confefs that thy grace is my 
only refuge. O let that grace, which has kept 
me from all infamous crimes, be alfo my prefer- 
vative againft thofe fins of the mind, which, though 
hid from the {hort-fighted world, are all open to 
thee, and render my foul equally odious to the eye 
of heaven. Oh fave me from myfelf ! from my 
own proud thoughts and vain afFe&ions ! — I come 
to thee, bleffed Jefus, that I may have reft : Oh 
give me that reft ! then fhall all be perfeft peace 
and harmony, and my foul {hall feel no emotions 
but thofe of joy and gratitude, eternal gratitude for 
my gracious and almighty benefa&or. 



Tbis 
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Tits eorruptibk muft put on incorruption^ and this 
mortal muft put on immortality. 

£\H glorious and ever tranfporttng thought ! Sure 
arid never failing remedy for all the troubles 
and difappointmenis of life ! — Incorruption and 
immortality I — Let me dwell on the charming 
words : they carry peace and everlafting joy in the 
found ; and yet bow little can my foul underitand 
of their real meaning and full import* clogged by 
this weight of flefh and blood, darkened by this 
<Joud of fin and error, what true idea can (be form 
of incorruption ? But if the faint (badow and diftant 
profpe& affords fuch inexpreflible delight, what 
will the full enjoyment give ? Imagination is loft in 
the dazzling reflection ! All the fcenes of this lower 
World vanifh as a mill before the fun, and my 
elevated foul wholly abforpt in contemplation of 
thofe mighty hleffings feems to foar above the 
ftars, and launch at once into the fea of eternity. 
My God ! My everlafting hope ! Great and adora- 
ble Creator of all things 1 Where {hall I find words 
cxprefijve of my wonder, my joy and gratitude ? 
7 hy mercy, thy free and boundlefs mercy, from 
nothing called me into being, and made that being 
capable of an endlefs duration. Formed me for 
eternity ! And what raifes the benefit infinitely 
higher, for an eternity of bappinefs. Not the 
united power of men and devils can deprive me of 

this 
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this without my own confent : and if I am refera- 
ble I have no one to blame, except myfelf. fly 
Oh my God, thy juftice difplays itfelf in my pu- 
nifhment, I will adore that juftice, and (Oh forgive 
the boldnefs of the expreflion !) was that adorable 
juftice to plunge me into the torments of hell, I 
fhould ftill love thee ; I could not help it. And 
would it be poffible for me to be miferable (even 
in this place of horror) while that principle ruled' 
in my foul ? Again, O merciful God ! I implore 
forgivenefs for this bold enquiry : but I adore ihee 
paft all expreflion, and the notions I have of rfiy 
divine attributes infpire me with an unbounded* 
confidence. Unworthy as I am of the leaft of all 
thy mercies, I cannot but hope for the greateft ; 
and in the midft of my continual offences, I look 
up to thee, as my friend, my only refuge and con- 
ftant benefactor. When I grieve for my frns, 'tis 
not from fear of punifhment, but from the cutting 
refleftion of my black ingratitude, in offending my 
Creator and Preferver, the God in whom I live, 
and move, and have my being ; the God to whom 
I owe infinitely more than I can conceive; to 
whom I owe the glorious and the aflured hopes of 
incorruption and immortality. And here again, 
O my foul, take wing, again lofe thyfelf in the 
blifsful profpefl. ! Think on the joy thou wilt feel 
when this corruptible fhall have put on incorrup- 
tion; when this companion (which fpite of the 
miferies it betrays thee into, is ftill dear and ftill 

too 
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too tenderly beloved) {hall become (inftead of a 
-clog, or a prifon) a vehicle pure and etherial, per- 
fectly fitted for all the purpofes.of thy enlarged 
faculties, and the completion of thy glory and 
happinefs. O blefled and defirable re-union ! State 
of permanent delight, and never fading joy ! With 
what rapture does thy idea infpire my foul ! Fired 
by thoughts like thefe, I rife far above the moft 
glorious profpeds, earth, with all her boafted va- 
rieties, can give. Pleafures, riches, honours, what 
are ye all ? Emptinefs and nothing — - at the leaft 
glimpfe of eternal day, how ye vanifh into foft air ! 
Loft are all your finning toys ; your painted glories 
intirely loft ! And Oh may their deluding fhadows 
never return to darken my foul ! May the God in 
whom I truft, preferve me from all their tempta- 
tions ; may his mercy ever prote£t and guide me, 
and bring me in the end to that ftate of incorrup- 
tion and immortality, which I hope for through the 
merits and mediation of our ever blefled Lord ana 
Saviour Jefus Chrift. Amen. 



Then 



7l/» Peter fas J, Now know I that God is no re- 
• /potter of porfons ; but in tVery nation ht that 
fearetb bifn mnd wor'kttb rightemfntf$ % is ad- 
apted of bim. 

np HIS text is fo ftrong a proof of the unreafon- 

* ablenefs and folly of national or religious pre- 
judices, that one would imagine it (houid intirely 
banilh thofe odious and pernicious principles from 
the whole chriftian world : but daily experience top 
plainly difcovers the contrary $ and the very people 
who would be thought to have the greateft zeal for 
the glory of God, and the good of fouls, are of all 
others the readied to condemn thofe who diflent 
from them. 'Tis a common (though a falfe affer- 
tion) of the libertine part of mankind, that priefts 
of all religions are the fame ; but they might truly 
affirm, that bigots of all religions are the fame, 
equally deftru&ive of the peace of their fellow-crea- 
tures, and the laws of civil fociety. What wild 
havock, what horrid, fcenes of blood and daughter, 
have been produced by miftaken zeal and blind pre- 
judice ? The hiftories of former times abound with 
fhocking inftances of this kind ; and, ftrange in- 
confijtency ! The persecuted party have no fooner 
got the upper hand, but they have, with the power, 
aflumed the fpirit of their perfecutors, and been 
guilty of the very acts of injuftice they had fo 
loudly exclaimed againft. 'Tis true, the degrees 
and kinds of perfecution differ, according to the 

particular 
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particular notions of the feds, or the particular 
laws of the ftates where it is pra&ifed ; but perfe- 
ction, in whatever fhape or degree, is ftill pcrfe- 
cution, and proceeds from that fpirit of prejudice 
and bigotry which makes *is look on God as a re- 
fpe&er of perfons, and on all thofe who differ from 
us as his enemies, and confequently, deferring no- 
thing at our hands but contempt and cruelty. Thus 
the furious Reman Catholic brands with the name of 
heretic, all who are without the pale of his church, 
purfues them with fire and fword in this world, and 
fentences thtm to eternal punifhment in the next $ 
and the ftanch four Prvttftant devoutly expatiates 
on the crying fin of idolatry, never thinks of the 
pope without joining with him antkhrift and the 
devil, absolutely pronounces the church of Rom* 
to be the whore of Babylon^ and expeds (with great 
chriftian charity) that in a few ages more (he and 
all her members will be fwallowed up in the bot- 
tomlefs pit, the lake of fire and brimftone : nay, 
die bigots of (even) the little trifling feds into which 
the reformed religion is fubdivided, all agree mu- 
tually to damn each other, and wholly to appro* 
priate to thofe of their own denominatipn, the title 
of God's church, and God's chofen. — • Surprizing 
narrownefs of foul f Worfc than Jeivi/b ftupidity ! 
They had fome excufe for their arrogancy : the 
particular manner in which providence had diftin- 
guifhed them from the reft of the World, feemed to 
be fome foundation for their pride to build on; and 

'tis 
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'tis not to be wondered that the dark fhadow of the 
law fhould almoft totally obfcure the principles of 
charity and univerfal benevolence : but that people 
under the glorious difpenfation of the gofpel, men 
who pretend to be followers of that Jefus whofe 
whole life was a fcene of moderation and charity, 
who laid down his life for his enemies, and prayed 
for his murderers: in a word, that chriftians fhould 
defpife, hate, and perfecute their fellow-chriftians, 
is a confideration equally melancholly and amazing. 
Miftaken men ! Is then the great Creator of the 
univcrfe, the preferver of all his creatures, the 
God of mercy, who would not that any one (hould 
perifh, is this adorable being a refpe&er of perfons ? 
Is his juftice to be biafled by your foolifli diftinc- 
tions ? Or his mercy leflened by your uncharitable 
judgments ? In vain you would make the Almighty 
a party in your quarrel, and pretend to be fighting 
his caufe ! He difclaims fuch furious champions ; 
nor will true religion allow of defenders, who are 
deftroying the raoft glorious part of her fyftem, that 
principle of univerfal charity, which in the apoftoli- 
cal times was the diftinguifhing mark of chriftianity. 
It was then faid, See how thefe chriftians love one 
another ! But now (fad contraft !) fee how thefe 
chriftians hate one another ! Oh blefled and ever- 
merciful God ! look down with companion on the 
deplorable ftate of the chriftian world ! See how 
thy church is laid Wafte and rent afunder, by the 
fraud, malice, or blind zeal of particular men : in 

one 
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j place over-run by fuperftition, in another un* 
mined by fceptifm ; and every where robbed of 

primitive peace and purity. Oh reflore that 
ity! Reftore that peace! Heal her breaches, 
brm her fuperftitions, and grant that we may, 
h one heart and one mind, with univerfal love 

unbounded charity to our fellow-creatures, and 
rm and lively faith in our blefled Redeemer, 
re thee the only true God \ and, after a life of 
y and virtue in this world, attain one of unal- 
ible glory and happinefs in the next* Amen* 

God thou art my God! early will Ifeei thee. 

JH E/N we are "deprived of all the joys of life^ 
betrayed by thofe we trufted, forfaken by 
friends, triumphed over by our enemies, and 
>ed of our deareft hopes, where and to whom 
I we go for relief ? What comfort can be hoped 
condition fo defperate ? — Will refle&ion on 
paft give us eafe ? — Alas ! it makes our 
nds ftill deeper ; and every remembrance of the 
:hery of our friends, or the malice of our ene- 
j, draws a new figh from the oppreft and 
ng heart, and a frefh tear from the finking 
— - Shall we look forwards ? — All dark and 
my is the profpeft, and the- mind, wearied 
I with 
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with afflidion, and wholly depreft by grief and dif- 
appointments, fbudders at the thought of launch- 
•iog again into the Tea of delufions, of again tnift- 
. ing, and being again deceived. In circumftances 
fo deplorable, nothing can calm our grief, nothing 
afford us one moment's peace, but ieeking early 
after God ; and happy ! thrice happy ! that foul, 
which can fay with the royal Pfalmijl^ O Gid! 
• tbtu art my God % my refuge in all my dijlreffet, nj 
-99tty hope y and everlafting peace ! — A man who cm 
look up to the great author of nature with a. confi- 
dence like this, who can feek after God with full 
aflurance of finding him, and in him a fure relief 
for all the troubles and miferies of life, is fuperiof 
to all events, and may be happy in the moft ter- 
rible afflictions. Is he deprived of his eftate, and 
reduced to a defpifed and unrelieved poverty, he is 
itill rich in the pleafing hopes that his God will one 
day beftow on him a glorious and never-failing in- 
.beritance. Is he by death robbed of his deareft 
friends ? His grief is immediately calmed, by the 
thoughts of that eternal (rate to which he is every 
moment approaching, and where he will meet thofe 
dear obje&s of his tendernefs, never, never to be 
parted from them more. Is his reputation made a 
facrifice to fpite and calumny, and himfelf con- 
demned, reviled, and hated by all his acquain- 
tance ? Still true to his principles, and firm in his 
truft on the Almighty, he braves the ftorm, and 
with joy looks forward .to that day, when his ac- 

cufers 
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cufers fhall be covered with fhame and confufion> 
and his innocence be openly declared in the fight 
of men and angels. Is he betrayed by thofe he 
trailed with an Unbounded confidence, by thofe 
who were dear to him as himfelf, and for whofe 
life he would freely have paid his own ? Even in 
this affli&ion (which is of all others the moft grating 
to human nature) he is ftill mafter of himfelf, and 
pofleffing his foul in patience and refignation* looks 
tip to that friend who will never deceive him, to that 
God who is truth itfelf. Convinced of the folly 
of placing his love and truft on creatures, he for 
the future fixes it wholly on the eternal Creator, 
and acknowledges with fincerity the mercy of God, 
in thus gracioufly releafing his heart from thofe de- 
luding ties, which had fo often drawn him from 
the center of the Arue happinefs and end of his be- 
ing. Thus bleffed is he* who can fay with faith, 
gratitude, and humility, O Gcd 9 thou art my 
God / — Grant, Oh molt adorable and omnipo- 
tent Being \ grant me this glorious privilege ! I 
have nothing more to afk. That thou art my God, 
is a bleffing infinitely greater than the whole crea- 
tion can beftow ; infinitely beyond all I can a(k or 
conceive. Poffefled of this, I can defy the com- 
bined malice of men and devils. Welcome dif- 
trefs, poverty, difappointment, and affliftion of all 
kinds, even what I have molt dreaded ! Welcome 
all, if it is the will of heaven ! What hurt are ye 
capable of doing me, while I can fay to the rock of 
I % ages, 
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ages, " Thou art my God ?" And certainly, Oh 
thou fountain of life and author of all good, 'tis thy 
gracious will that 1 fhould thus addrefs thee ; elfe 
why this firm reliance on thee in all my afflictions ? 
Why this intire confidence in thy mercy and good- 
nefs, in the midft of my fufferings ? How often, 
when my heart has been finking under a load of 
forrow, have I found relief and comfort, by ap- 
plying to thee ? In tfoubles which I have thought 
impoffible to be endured, thou haft been my fup- 
port ; and when at any time I have been tempted 
to difcontent, and dared to murmur and complain, 
how quickly has thy grace infpired me with re- 
morfe for my impiety, and enabled me to make a 
new aft of refignattort to thy providence ! Sure and 
infallible proofs that thou art my God ! And Oh 
may I never repay thofe inftancet of thy compaffion 
and tender mercy with ingratitude ! Never more 
diftruft the power which has fo often delivered me ! 
But grant, Almighty Father, that in all the trials 
thou haft allotted me in this mortal ftate, I may 
feek thee early, and in feeking thee find all the 
bleflings thou haft promifed, peace and perfeft tran- 
quillity in this life, and everlafting joy ai>d happinefe 
in the next! Thefe favours, thefe bleffings I implore 
in the name, and for the fake of my merciful Re- 
deemer, Jefus Chrift. 
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But the tongue can ne man tame, it is an unruly 
evil, full of deadly poifon. 

"fc^TEVER Aire, were thofe words of the apoftle 
more fully verified than in the prefent age ! A 
perfon muft be intirely a ftranger to the world, who 
is not fenfible of this, and convinced by dear-bought 
experience, what an unruly evil the tongue is; 
how full of deadly poifon! 'Tis indeed a monfter 
which no art can tame, and as indefatigable as 
cruel : unwearied in doing mifchief, it (hoots its 
venom on every fide ; the moft innocent life is 
not exempt from its wounds, and a confpicuous 
<and uncommon merit is attacked by it with re- 
doubled fury. The horrible rnifchiefs which have 
beerr occafioned by a wicked and flandering tongue 
are not to be numbered, and yet they are con- 
tinually increafing: whole hecatombs of reputa- 
tions are daily facrificed by an' ill-natured ftory, 
feafoned with a little falfe wit ; nay, by a fingle 
word, a diftant hint, or invidious fneer ! Scandal 
and detraction have an abfolute and unbounded fway 
in all ranks and conditions of men ; even people 
who pretend, to religion, and an uncommon (hare 
of piety, are not free from this vice : 'tis true they 
would not for the world tell a lie, or be the inven- 
tors of a malicious ftory ; but then they will not 
fcruple canvaffing in the ftri&eft manner, the moft 
trivial a&ions of their neighbours, and patting judg- 
ment according to the particular notions they have 
I 3 °f 
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of things. Good people certainly will not talk 
fcandah; but fure a little harmlefs detnuaion may 
be indulged : befides it {hews their zeal for religion, 
and the abhorrence they have for any thing that 
looks like fin j and then it is fo natural to find fault, 
and gives the cenfors fucji an air of fuperiority, and 
fit the fame time affords an opportunity for difplay- 
ing their great humility and modefty, in the falvoes 
they never fail to make ufe. — To be fure one ought 
not to judge, but I really think that muft be with 
a bad defign.— Certainly one fhould think the beft, 
fmt 'tis very plain when people live in that manner, 
they can have no fenfe of an) thing that is good j 
and where they think to go when they die, is fur* 
prizing to me. — I am very forry to fay it, and would 
have you very cautious how you mention it again* 
but fure no creature ever afled rn fo Shocking and 
ridiculous a manner as he did in that affair, — I 
don't know, its hard judging, and God only knows 
the heart ; but for my part, I would not have fq 
much to anfwer for, for all the world. — Thus 
people who are (perhaps) in all other parts of their 
conduft unblameable, fail in this material one, and 
are gailty of the very fault they would feem ta 
ftun. 



Wh 
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Why ert then fo heavy , O my foul? and why dn 
thou fo difjuieted within me? O put thy truji in 
• God! 

f\ Gracious and moft adorawe God ! forgive my 
want of confidence in thee ! Pardon and re- 
move this cloud of fear and difcontent, which noW 
fits fo heavy on my foul \ Lord I own rt would Be 
infinitely juft to overwhelm me with the ills I fear, 
and fo raftdy anticipate ; and could I fuSef alone, 
not one murmuring thought fhoold follow thy fe* 
yereft difpenfations : but O my God ! fhould I be 
wounded through what is fo much dearer than my* 
felf, how inexpreffibly wretched will be my con- 
dition, and how fhall I be able to make an a<3 of 
refignation like this ! And yet 1 will — I muft — 
my happinefs to eternal ages depends on it. Ever- 
blefled God ! Glorious Creator of innumerable 
worlds ! {hall a worm dare to difpute with thee ? 
No : if I am to lofe — (O dreadful thought !) but 
if what I fear is to come to pafs, thy will be done. 

Thanks, praife, and ever-grateful adorations, 
more tharj^ can utter, more than I can conceive, 
be to that Inerciful being, who has prevented the 
ills I feared, and reftored me the only joy and com- 
fort of my life, the only bleffing which can make a 
longer continuance in this mortal ftate defirable, 

1749. 
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Jhd Gtdfaii, Let there be light, and there was 
light. 

73ARSACES. 

Y"0U will think, Sir, by the words of fcripture 
I have quoted, that I am going to write a fer- 
mon, and have taken them for my text. But I can 
afiiire you I have no fuch defign, nor mould I dare 
to attempt fo fublime a fubjed; all I intend is, to 
recommend them to your confideration : for I am 
perfuaded you could not refle& ferioufly on this 
noble expreffion, without having a much higher 
opinion of its author, than you had the laft time I 
beard you talk on this fubjed. Tell me fincerely, 
did you ever, even in the claflic writers, find an 
idea fo inexprembly grand, conveyed in fo few 
words, and with fuch a beautiful fimplicity ? God 
(aid, Let there be light, and there was light.— 
Dwell upon the words. Can there be any thing 
ftronger or more expreffive ? Oh had I your learn- 
ing and eloquence, what a field would here be to 
difplay them in ! But intirely void of either, I muft 
defift, ;-»' 

And am, Sir, your, &c.' 

*749- 
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There is no darknefs nor Jhadow of death , where the 
workers of iniquity may bide themfelves. Job, 
Chap, xxxiv. Vcr. 22. 

OERIOUS reflections on thefe words would 
furely flop the molt daring finner in his career 
of impiety. The man muft be hardened indeed in 
the ways of fin, who is not fhocked at this thought, 
that all his unjuft, vile, and abominable actions 
will be one day laid open to the whole world ; and 
himfeif (though wifhing the mountains to fall on 
him, and the hills to cover him) expofed to the 
view of men and angels, and to the fcorn and 
tauntings of thofe accurfed fpirits whofe fuggeftions 
he has followed, to the ruin of his immortal foul. 
But all this f is nothing — light as air, when laid in 
the balance with that moft dreadful confequence of 
working iniquity, the anger of an offended God.— 
This is the fulnefs of mifery ? Where can a guilty 
creature hide itfelf from the all -feeing eye of the 
Almighty ? And what horror muft feize that un- 
happy fpirit, who feels itfelf thrown from the cen- 
ter of blifs and glory, and doomed to the torments 
of unavailingyepentance and black defpair, by that 
moft terrible fentence, Depart ye curfed. Oh 
would vain thoughtlcfs man turn his eyes from the 
objects of fcnfe, and the allurements of this prefent 
world, and confxder what muft be the certain end 
of indulging his paffions and vicious appetites, it 
would be impoffibte for him to run ■ 

1750. ' ALAS! 



[ '94 1 

ALAS! how unfit is my foul for contemplation I 
^^ How funk in vanity and folly ! How loft to 
all thofe glorious hopes which once pofleffed her ! 
Indolent, infenfible ! Bleffed God ! what a ftrange 
ftatcof mind I am now in ! At what a dreadful 
diftance from thee ! Is it the infirmity of toy body 
that now clouds and overlhadows my mind ? Or is 
it not rather the ficknefs of the mind itfelf, that 
renders me incapable of addreffing thee as I ought, 
and buries me in idle cares, vain diftra&ions, and 
imaginations utterly unworthy a rational creature ? 
1 fee too plainly where the fault lies : was this hour 
fpent in company or trifling diverfions, I {hould not 
find this heavinefs upon my fpirits, nor theffe im- 
pertinent diftra&ions in my mind, I (hould then 
attend to what I was about j my vanity indeed 
would ftill accompany me, but then it would be a 
fprightly vanity, which would keep my foul awake. 
But now, becaufe I have fet this time apart to 
think upon God, I am either overwhelmed with 
ridiculous imaginations, or overcome with fuch a 
ftrange ftupidity, that I feem finking into utter 
lofs of being, 
1752. 
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*yg#T*{UESDJr, the latter end of O0o, 
JSC y S9C ber 7 1753, it was' given mc to fay, 

kLKKjrf n7K nin * 

Saturday 9 September 7, 1754. After fpiritual 
dcfertions, and wandering fome days in the wil- 
dernefs, the love of God returned to my foul, and 
I again rejoiced inChrifi as my Savrour. Glory 
be to God, for his free and boundlefs mercy to 
the yileft of finoers, to the mod unworthy and un- 
grateful of all human beings 1 And Oh Lord, life, 
and light of my foul, leave me not again, I humbly 
befecch thee ! Let every outward comfort be with- 
drawn, and every outward torment be inflided, 

and 

* That is, Jehovah is my Lord, and my God. 
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and I will rejoice, fo thou leave me not. My 
helplefs foul hangs upon Thee — my Jefus ! And 
well thou knoweft what I have fuffcred in thy ab- 
fence : how my parched foul has fainted for thy 
refreihing ftreams ; how it has ftretched itfelf out 
•after thee, and even agonifed to find thee ; and 
then miferably funk, and been o'erwhelmed un- 
der the mountain of fin. But now thou art re* 
turned ! The fun of righteoufnefs has rofe with 
healing in his wings, and the mountains have 
flowed ..down at thy prefence. Where are my 
fins ? Wafhed away in the blood of the Lamb ! — 
Where is my unbelief ? * Suddenly vanifhed ; I 
have no doubt now, Jefus is mine, and God the 
Father is now my reconciled Father through him; 
and God the Holy Ghoft is my comforter and 
guide. Oh unfpeakable tranfport, unbounded hap- 
pinefs ! Let this paper bear witnefs for me to the 
free mercies of my God ! 

* * " 

January 5, 1754-5. Glory to the God of 
boundlefs mercy, who has this day, when fink- 
ing under great heavinefs both of fad and body, 
lifted up the light of his countenance upon me, 
and made me drink deep of his redeeming love.— 
Oh fweeteft and moft companionate' Jefus ! how 
do thy tender mercies follow and fupport my foul ; 
and ftill I am ungrateful, and ftill I am not as 

thou 
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thou wouldft have me to be ! Oh when wilt thou 
make a full end of fin, and bring in thy perfect 
righteoufnefs ? All things are pofiible to thee ; 
and do I not know, do I not tafte that thou art 
gracious ! Oh my fun, my fhield, life of my life, 
look into my heart} I dare appeal to thine all- 
fearching eye, that there is nothing fo dear to it, 
but I would this moment part with it for thee ! 
And why then, deareft Lord, wilt thou not form 
thy whole bleffed image in my foul ? My unwor- 
thinefs I know is greater than that of any other 
creature in the univerfe ; but this unworthinefs 
will the more magnify thy mercy. I have only 
my unworthinefs to plead ; and I have no hope 
but in thine atoning blood : Oh let this blood, 
which has bought my peace, cleanfe "me alfo from 
every fin ; and let that bleffed Spirit, who has 
fealed and witneffed this peace to my foul, be now 
a fpirit of burning, to confume all my drofs, and 
to purify me even as — Oh glorious profpedr, 
heart-enlivening hopes, let me fink into the duft 
before thee ! God of glory, God of purity, I am 
loft in felf-abafeinent ! But haft thou not pro- 
mifed ? And wilt thou not fulfil thine own gra- 
cious word ? , Oh give me then perfect fancYifica- 
tion of body, foul, and fpirit; and let this heavy 
crpfs which feems now coming upon me, be, by 
thine all-powerful grace, turned into a means 
of forwarding thy bleffed work in my foul. 
Let every bitter cup which thou permitted .to be* 

given- 
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ghreafee, bjc^fulty«otivd^.aifer^nginftme k 
degree to conform me to thy (ufejingpt and let 
me in all things, though mer (# contrary to my 
cornet nature, gjhre thanka, and' ftjr continually, 
JLord ttotmy «ru% but thine be done Am*. 
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